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Introduction: How to Use this Curriculum

The Purpose — To provide children leaders with a curriculum that will equip them to teach their
own children workers the WHY and HOW to teach children God’s Word (2 Timothy 2:2).

Curriculum Overview - There are 10 lessons to this curriculum. While each lesson could stand
alone, this curriculum is intended to be taught in full. The lessons are divided into two sets:
Lessons 1-5 cover the WHY to teach children, and lessons A-E cover the HOW. The WHY
section covers important reasons why evangelizing and discipling children are important. These
lessons are meant to be an exhortation for teaching children God’s Word and to stir the hearts
of your teachers for the spiritual needs of the children. It explains the WHY to WHAT you are
doing with kids. The HOW section covers practical skills for teaching children; topics range from
sharing the Gospel to writing your own lessons.

Schedule Suggestions - A children’s director or team leader could host a training once a week
for 12 weeks or once a month for one year. Each lesson is intended to be one hour in length.
You could first teach the WHY section and then the HOW, or you could switch between the
WHY and HOW each week. While there are 10 lessons, you could include a few other class
sessions as peer assessment for feedback/evaluation. For example, Lesson A, Lesson B, and
Lesson C all teach a practical skill so you could have a presentation class session following the
teaching of these lessons. To stay within a 12 week time frame, you could combine Lesson C’s
presentations with Lesson D’s teaching time since Lesson D is fairly short; or you could assign
Lesson D as reading homework since all of the notes for this lesson are in the Student Notes.

PPT — There are PowerPoint slides for every lesson. Students can follow along with these slides
to fill in their notes during the teaching time. In the Instructor’s Guide, underlined and bolded
words are the answers to the blanks in the Student Notes. You can download these slides at
www.networkerstec.com/Equip-Curriculum.html. In the Appendix of the Instructor’'s Guide, there
are pictures of the slides for every lesson. On the web page mentioned previously, there is also
a PDF download of this overview file with slightly bigger images. You are welcome to add to or
adjust the PPT slides to fit your presentation needs. In the Instructor’s Guide, an asterisk (*)
next to a Bible verse indicates that this verse is on the slide.

Homework Sheets and Evaluations — A few of the lessons include homework sheets and
evaluation pages to use if you want the students to give verbal presentations for the skills they
are learning. A sample of these files is included in both the Instructor's Guide and Student Notes
in the appropriate lesson. You and the students can download these files at
www.networkerstec.com/Equip-Curriculum.html.

Thought Box — Each lesson has a couple questions at the end, found in a box titled “Thought
Box”. The instructor could ask these questions the following week as a review before going on
to a new topic.
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Preparation Tips

1. Read through each lesson, highlighting and notating important information to share for
the needs of your audience. The Instructor's Guide is written in a script format to make it
easy for the instructor to know what should be communicated to the students.

2. Practice presenting the lesson out loud to get a feel of the presentation. Do this until the
presentation is smooth and you aren’t completely reading from the Instructor’s Guide the
whole time.

3. Go through the PPT to learn how to inner weave the PPT into your presentation.

About the Author - Hanna Sims has been doing hands-on children’s ministry for over fifteen
years in churches, schools, ministry outreaches, and neighborhood clubs. She has a B.S. in
Ministry Studies--Children from Calvary University. She seeks to glorify God by providing
members of the body of Christ with a network of Teaching, Equipping, and Connecting
resources to assist them in their Biblical ministry to the next generation through her ministry
called NETworkers TEC. Hanna engages kids, teens, and adults through workshops and
resources. She is also the co-author of a children’s apologetics curriculum called “Yes, God is
Real”. Her joy is to help others know Biblical truth and equip them with skills to share truth with
others. To connect with her ministry, visit: www.networkerstec.com.
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Lesson 1 - He Said, She Said?
Biblical Authority is More than Hearsay

Specific Objectives: The teacher will...
1. Understand that the Bible is authoritative because it is God’s Word.
2. Learn evidence that shows the Bible is God’s Word.
3. Be motivated to obey the instructions given in the Bible (specifically about child evangelism)

because it is God’s authoritative Word.

» Introduction
Did you grow up singing the beloved children song “Jesus Loves Me”? The first verse starts out
with, “Jesus loves me this | know for the Bible tells me so.” How do we know that Jesus loves

us? The Bible tells us so.

Link: This is an appeal to Biblical authority. How do we know the Bible is authoritative? If the
Bible is not authoritative, then the task of caring for children is merely a preference (like how
some prefer to have a clean room while others do not). But if the Bible is authoritative, then it

behooves us to see what it says and to seek to obey it. First, let’s consider what the Bible is.

» What is the Bible?

1. Abiography (arecord about God) and in some ways an auto-biography since God is
the author of the Bible.

2. Special/Specific Revelation about God, His doings, instructions, and salvation vs.

General Revelation (Creation - Romans 1:20, Psalm 19:1) that proclaims God exists.

3. “...Areliable collection of [66] historical documents written down by eyewitnesses during
the lifetime of other eyewitnesses. They reported to us supernatural events that took
place in fulfilment of specific prophecies and claimed that their writings are divine rather

than human in origin.™

! Voddie Baucham: This is why we believe the Bible is true — Uploaded by Wretched - https://youtu.be/txbC6j71bng

©NETworkers TEC LLC — www.networkerstec.com
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4. The Bible was written by 40 authors, over a period of 1,500 years, on 3 continents, in 3

languages, and yet tells the same narrative without contradiction.

5. TRUTH! (Psalm 119:160, John 17:17)
While TRUTH is probably a word that you would use to describe the Bible, it is
not the word that many of our children and teens are hearing to describe the
Bible. What word(s) do you think they are hearing to describe the Bible?
(Suggestions might include unscientific, outdated, old-fashioned, horrific,
genocidal®, homophobic, fake, fiction, false, myth, fable, unreliable, not true,
unhistorical, merely good teaching, just another library book, opinion, etc.) While
our children and teens may not intentionally grasp on to these descriptions right
now, they are certainly hearing them from the world, and maybe these words are
causing them to doubt the foundation they have been taught. That is why the
concept of truth is so important.

Let’s say that you are beginning to teach a new group of kids. Which of these
statements do you think you should start with? A. Truth exists — B. God exists —
C. Jesus is the Savior — D. The Bible is God’s Word. (Have audience vote) While
all of the concepts are important, choice A (truth exists) is probably the most
important concept to start with because truth is being undermined in today’s
culture causing the crumbling of our children’s faith later on in life (more on that
in later lessons); if a young person does not understand that absolute truth
exists, then the Bible becomes mere preference that can be followed or
disregarded as one sees fit. Personal autonomy becomes king. If truth does not
exist, then the Bible is not true and would really be a waste of time to study or

base one’s temporal and eternal life around.

We know that absolute truth must exist because to deny so is self-defeating and
foolishness. For example, if you say that truth does not exist, then you just said

something you thought was true making the statement “truth does not exist”

2 Atheist Richard Dawkins refers to God as a Moral Monster using this description “The God of the Old Testament is
arguably the most unpleasant character in all fiction: jealous and proud of it; a petty, unjust, unforgiving control-freak;
a vindictive, bloodthirsty ethnic cleanser; a misogynistic, homophobic, racist, infanticidal, genocidal, filicidal,
pestilential, megalomaniacal, sadomasochistic, capriciously malevolent bully.” The God Delusion — Since the Bible is
where Dawkins draws his characterization of God, this is how he must view the teachings of the Bible too.

©NETworkers TEC LLC — www.networkerstec.com
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false. Truth is embedded into the framework of the world...you can deny it, but it

will never cease to exist.

The Bible says that God’s Word is truth. This means that God’s Word is reality
and describes the way things really are. God’s Word, and the account recorded
and instructions given therein are not friendly suggestions, fables, or options.
They are absolute truth. Since the Bible is God’s true and authoritative Word, all
of those other descriptions that we suggested earlier (unscientific, outdated, old-
fashioned, etc.) cannot be true. This is due to the law of non-contradiction, which
states that opposing views cannot be true at the same time in the same way. So
since truth exists, and the Bible is God’s Word and God cannot lie, the Bible must
be true and contain the truth for our temporal and eternal lives. This is extremely
important for children and teens to cement into their worldview if they are to

stand firm in a world of confusion.

» How do you know that the Bible is God’s Word?
1. The Bible Tells Me So! — “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness.” (*2 Timothy 3:16 —

bold and emphasis mine)

The concept of God breathing out the Scripture is called the doctrine of inspiration.
While our English word “inspiration” often denotes the idea of breathing into something,
the Greek word, thedpneustos, used in this verse denotes the idea of God breathing

OUT something; this means that the Bible is a result from God.?

“God superintended the human authors of the Bible so that they composed and recorded

without error His message to mankind in the words of their original writings.

Through Scripture confirming Scripture, it is clear that all of Scripture is God-breathed and
authoritative.

a. The Old Testament (Luke 24:45, Luke 4:21).

b. The New Testament (1 Timothy 5:18, 2 Peter 3:16)

% Basic Theology by Charles Ryrie — pg. 78
* Basic Theology by Charles Ryrie — pg. 81 — Inspiration refers to the original writings, not the copies or translations
although God also has overseen the transmission of his Word.

©NETworkers TEC LLC — www.networkerstec.com
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In 1 Timothy 5:18 Paul combines an Old Testament passage (Deuteronomy
25:4) and a New Testament passage (Luke 10:7) and equates them both as
Scripture. This is significant that Paul equates the writing of Luke, written only a
few years before 1 Timothy, on equal authority as the writing of the Pentateuch,
an already established and sacred part of God’s Word which was written
thousands of years before the time of 1 Timothy. This shows that Paul, through
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, was saying that both the Old and now New

Testament are God’s Word.

“[God-breathed inspiration of the Scripture] is not something theologians have forced on the Bible.

Rather it is a teaching of the Bible itself, a conclusion derived from the data contained in it.”

Basic Theology by Charles Ryrie — pg. 76

2. The authors said so — The authors of the Bible often claimed that their writings were
from the authority of the Lord, not their own authority.
a. Prophets — Jeremiah 1:2*, Ezekiel 1:3
b. Apostles — (Paul) 1 Corinthians 2:13* and 1 Thessalonians 2:13, (Peter) 2 Peter
1:16-21, (John) Revelation 1:1

3. Miracles confirm the message.
In the past, when a king had an important message, he would write the decree, seal
it with his signet ring, and then a messenger would deliver the message. The seal
was a unique design only the king possessed, signifying a genuine message from
him. A miracle is like a seal, because it is a sign from God to man that the
message delivered is from God. The Bible records key messengers from God
(Moses, Elijah and Elisha, the apostles) who did miracles, to confirm that their

message came from God.

4. The Canon of Scripture is the Recognized and Acknowledged Word of God.
The canon of Scripture is the collection of books that have met certain tests or criteria to
be God’s Word (i.e. the 66 books of the Bible). It is important to note that the councils
that met to discuss the canon of Scripture did not decide which books were canonical.

They merely discovered, “...recognized, and acknowledge what is true because of the

10
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intrinsic inspiration of the books, as they were written.”

Here are some things that testify
to the legitimacy of the books of the Bible as God’s Word (Tell students to jot down their
own notes on the blanks for these points):

a. Eyewitness Testimony — Written by a prophet of God, an apostle, or eyewitness
to the event.

b. Archeological Testimony — The Dead Sea Scrolls (all of the books of the Old
Testament were found among the Dead Sea Scrolls, except the book of Esther,
as well as commentaries on these books).

c. Historical Testimony — Josephus (Jewish historian after the time of Christ)
acknowledges all of the books of the Old Testament as books that Jews held
sacred.

d. Church Acceptance — During the early church, many of the eye witnesses to the
people and events recorded were still alive to vet the information, books, and
letters of the New Testament (example: 1 Corinthians 15:6). It was during this
time that the early church widely accepted the 27 books of the New Testament
as God'’s true Word.

e. Chain of Custody —“... There is an unbroken chain of testimony from the
apostles to the early church fathers regarding the authorship and authenticity of
the New Testament.”

Polycarp (69—155 A.D.) who had a disciple named Irenaeus (130-202 A.D.).

Polycarp and Irenaeus collectively quote 23 of the 27 books of the New

For example, John the apostle had a disciple named

Testament as the authentic Word of God.’

f. Early Testimony — Other early church fathers quoted from the New Testimony
like Clement (95 A.D.) and Ignatius (107 A.D.).

g. Councils — Most of the books of the New Testament were accepted as God'’s
Word by 200 A.D. but all of them were officially recognized by the Council of
Hippo in 393 A.D.? Other councils also met together to discuss the canon of
God’'s Word but the same books of the Bible that we have today, were

acknowledged as God’s Word.

® Basic Theology by Charles Ryrie — pg. 119

® | Don’t Have Enough Faith to be an Atheist by Norman Geisler and Frank Turek — pg. 368
"I Don’t Have Enough Faith to be an Atheist by Norman Geisler and Frank Turek — pg. 368
® | Don’t Have Enough Faith to be an Atheist by Norman Geisler and Frank Turek — pg. 369

11
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» Why Can You Trust the Bible’s Testimony to be God’s Word?
Anyone can write the words “This is from God” and claim that a message is from God. Let’s

consider the evidence for how we know that the Bible is actually authoritative and from God.

1. Jesus’ Testimony
a. The Old Testament - “... On ninety-two occasions Jesus and his apostles
support their position by saying ‘it is written’ (or the equivalent) and then quoted
the Old Testament [Matthew 4:4, 7,10, Acts 15:13-18, Romans 3:9-19]. Why?
Because Jesus and his apostles considered the Old Testament Scriptures to be

the written Word of God, and thus the ultimate authority for life.”®

b. The New Testament - Jesus promised that God, the Holy Spirit, would be the
one to guide His disciples when they authored what we now call the New
Testament. John 14:26, 16:12-13

Here’s another way to think about it:
If Jesus, who is God, teaches something then it is true because God cannot lie.
Jesus taught that the Bible is God’s Word.
Therefore, it is true that the Bible is the Word of God.*°

2. God’s Character
a. ltisimpossible for God to lie (Hebrews 6:18) because lying is contrary to His
nature and would be a violation of His holiness. Therefore, it is impossible for

God’s Word to be in error.
b. The authors claimed that their writings were from God, and God used miracles to

give His stamp of approval.

3. Self-Authentication - The Bible Claims to be God’s Word.

Many skeptics say the Bible cannot self-authenticate itself as the Word of God because that is
circular reasoning. Circular reasoning means that A proves B, but you depend on B to prove A;
the Bible (A) is God’s Word (B), because God said so (B) in the Bible (A). Here are a few

responses you can give to answer the objection of circular reasoning.

° | Don’t Have Enough Faith to be an Atheist by Norman Geisler and Frank Turek — pg. 357
| Don’t Have Enough Faith to be an Atheist by Norman Geisler and Frank Turek — pg. 375-376

12
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a. Circular reasoning, though weak, is still valid — If the claim that the Bible is God’s
Word because it says so is circular to some extent, it is not a true logical fallacy that
would deem the statement incorrect...it's merely a weak argument but still has a valid

point.

b. The validity of God’s Word is backed with evidence, which shows that it is not
circular reasoning - The assumption with circular reasoning is that you are using your
conclusion to support your premises without external evidence. However, the conclusion
that the Bible is God’s Word is not merely drawn from the words “All Scripture is God
breathed” but also drawn from the evidence already mentioned in this lesson (author’s
testimony, God’s character, miracles, etc.). When Christians say the Bible is God’s Word
because it says so, it is not true circular reasoning because we have evidence to back
up that statement.

c. Self-Authentication is a valid authority - General self-authentication isn’t necessarily a
bad thing. We self-authenticate ourselves all the time. For example, what is something
that you thought about yesterday? (Let someone in the audience respond.) How do |
know that you thought that? Can | peer inside your brain and see a record of your
thoughts? No, but | trust your testimony. By telling me what you thought yesterday, you
have just self-authenticated yourself. Often thoughts lead to actions to help us know a
person’s thoughts, but one of the main ways that | can know your thoughts is by you
telling me. | must trust your statement by faith. The same idea can be applied to the
Bible. The Bible says it has been breathed-out by God, therefore we can trust that His

testimony is sure (Psalm 19:7).

» Why did God give us the Bible? Although there are many reasons why God gave us the
Bible, 2 Timothy 3:16-17 gives a key reason, "All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of

God may be complete, equipped for every good work." (Bold and emphasis mine)

13
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» Summary - Nine Reasons to Trust the Bible

ccuracy [of text and transmission] demonstrates it.

nity [of message] supports it — All 66 books tell the same narrative.
hinking minds endorse it.

uman nature requires it — We need an absolute guide for life.

ur Savior taught it.

evelation [prophecy] confirms it.

t's own claim demands it.

he character of God secures it.

our personal experience/testimony illustrates it.

LHg=BOZTHC»

» Conclusion: Does the authority of the Bible make a difference?

If you don’t have a strong WHY for doing something, or if you don’t have an authoritative
instruction to do something, then choices are made strictly on convenience. For example, how
many people do you know (or maybe you are one of them) that have good intentions and make
a New Year'’s resolution to exercise everyday but then get off the treadmill before January is

done?

For many people, this New Year’s resolution is made out of guilt, a nagging feeling that they
ought to exercise, to look good, or keep up with those around them. Because their WHY for
doing it isn’t of life or death consequence, it's mainly a convenience that can be forgotten,

avoided, or deprioritized when other things come along.

But what if a heart doctor told you that if you don’t go to the gym every day to exercise and lose
weight, you will die of heart disease in a few years. That motivation, as well as the authoritative
command, will motivate you to keep going when the going gets tough, you want to quit, it's

inconvenient, being comfortable is easier, and your friends are doing something else.

Challenge
Authority and motivation are two keys to getting the job done! The same is true for
working with the next generation. Many view the task of working with children as an

option...it’s a convenience that people with “special” callings do. But when it’s too hard

1 Scripture Under Scrutiny — Speaker Brian Edwards (Answers in Genesis)

14
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or uncomfortable then you give up or sit on the sidelines and let someone else do it. But

if the King of the universe has given you instructions for working with the next

generation then that fact changes everything!

The instructions in God’s Word aren’t merely friendly suggestions to do if you feel like it

or if it’s convenient...it’s the very Word of God which carries the authority of the King of

the universe! The authority of God’s Word is the motivation that will get you in the game

and keep you going when the going gets tough!

“

.If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God

may be praised through Jesus Christ....” 1 Peter 4:11*

Just like we know that Jesus loves us because the Bible tells us so, there are many other things

that the Bible tells us so. And since the Bible is truly God’s authoritative Word, as we examined

in this lesson, knowing what God says and following it is of utmost importance! In Lesson 2, we

will learn what God’s authoritative Word says about the children He loves and His calling to

minister to children.

¥

Thought Box
1) How do we know that the Bible is God’s Word? (Because the Bible says so, Jesus said
so, the authors said so, miracles confirmed that it was so, early church fathers said so, God
said so and God cannot lie.. .etc.)

2) Does the authority of the Bible make a difference? (Yes, it provides the motivation for
people to believe and follow the instructions in the Bible.)

» Resources for Further Study on this Topic

Lecture DVD - Scripture Under Scrutiny — Speaker Brian Edwards (Answers in Genesis)
Curriculum for Kids — Yes, God is Real - www.networkerstec.com/curriculum.html
Course — Footing Before Foundation - www.networkerstec.com/apologetics.html
Book/Curriculum — | Don’t Have Enough Faith to be an Atheist by Norman Geisler and Frank
Turek

Book/Pamphlet — Why Trust the Bible from Rose Publishing

Book - How the Bible Came to Us by Meryl Doney

Book — How Do you Know the Bible is From God? by Kyle Butt

YouTube - Voddie Baucham: This is why we believe the Bible is true — Uploaded by
Wretched

YouTube - Is the Bible truly God's Word? — Uploaded by Got Questions Ministries

15
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Lesson 2 - The Biblical Basis for Child Evangelism

Specific Objectives: The teacher will...
1. Learn the Biblical basis for child evangelism.
2. Reject the philosophies of the world about children; believe God’s truth about ministering

to children.

Realize the need for ministering to children.

Desire to evangelize and disciple children.

Introduction

In our last session (Lesson A — He Said, She Said? Biblical Authority is More than Hearsay), we
discussed how we know the Bible is God’s Word. What are some of the ways we know the Bible
is God’'s Word? (Let audience respond). Since the Bible is God’s Word, that provides the
authority and motivation to follow its commands, even when it is a challenge or pushes us
outside of our comfort zone. Now we are going to see what God’s authoritative Word says about
child evangelism by addressing the question: What is the Biblical basis for child

evangelism?

Much of this teaching comes from the book “Children — A Biblical Perspective: What the Bible
Teaches about Children” by Dr. Sam Doherty, published by Child Evangelism Fellowship.
Quotes from the book are footnoted, and a link is given in the resource section to download a

free PDF copy of the book.

» Gospel Passages

1. Matthew 18:1-14 — the strongest argument for child evangelism and conversion
(Have students turn to this passage and someone read the passage aloud)
a. Verses 1-4 - Theme: “Greatness in the Kingdom?”; [Jesus] “teaching His disciples about
themselves [through children], encouraging them to imitate children and be humble.”*?

i. Verse 1 - The disciples ask: “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of Heaven?”

'2 Children — A Biblical Perspective, Doherty - Pg. 52

16
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ii. Verse 2 -Inresponse, Jesus calls a child to illustrate who could enter Heaven.
1. Child (in the Greek) = paidion. This word “implies a younger child
(perhaps seven years old or younger).”*

ii. Verses 3-4 - “Instead of giving them the qualification for greatness in the kingdom
of Heaven and telling them who was the greatest, He gave them the
qualifications for ENTRANCE into the kingdom of Heaven. Doesn’t that make
sense? There is no point speaking of greatness in the kingdom unless we are
sure that we are in the kingdom.”*

1. Converted = strepho (in Greek), meaning to literally “turn around” or
metaphorically “to turn one's self from one's course of conduct, i.e. to
change one's mind.”*> When one is converted to Christianity, one literally
changes his or her mind from loving sin to turning away from sin. This is
an action that only God can do, men cannot do it on their own.

2. A person must express this conversion as a child would—that is, in
humble faith (verse 4). Sam Doherty puts it this way, “...conversion
necessitates, the Lord Jesus says, likeness to a child—to become
teachable, open, simple, trustful, humble, dependent, sensitive, and
submissive. These are all childlike characteristics or qualities, and the
Lord Jesus tells His disciples and people today that to be converted (to
turn), to enter the kingdom of Heaven one must become like children and
have these qualities.”*®

Conclusion about Child Evangelism: The fact that Jesus uses the humility and faith of a

young child as the qualification for entering Heaven and the standard for who is the greatest,

implies that a child must be able to enter into the kingdom and is very valuable to Jesus.

b. Verses 5-14 - Theme: “Children in the Kingdom”; “[through children, Jesus teaches His

disciples about children,] encouraging them to understand, help, and reach children.”*’

i Verses 5-6a - Children Can Believe

13 “HELPS Word-studies for paidion (Strong’s G3813),” Bible Hub, accessed September 13, 2014,
http://biblehub.com/greek/3813.htm

% Children — A Biblical Perspective, Doherty - Pg. 55

!> “Dictionary and Word Search for strepho (Strong's G4762),” Blue Letter Bible, accessed September 13,
2014, http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?strongs=G4762

'8 Children — A Biblical Perspective, Doherty — Pg. 56

' Children — A Biblical Perspective, Doherty - Pg. 52
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1. Jesus shows how much he values children by saying that anyone who
receives a child in His name receives Him as well.

Child/little one = mikros (in Greek), meaning “small [or] little”.*

Believe = pisteuo (in Greek). This is the same word for “believe” that

is used in Acts 16:31 and John 3:16. These verses are commonly

used to invite people to believe in the Lord Jesus. Since Jesus uses

this same word to describe the belief of little children, it is quite

evident that little children (mikros) can put their trust in Jesus as well.
ii. Verses 6a-9 - A Serious Warning

1. Death by drowning was a very serious form of punishment for the
Jewish people, as they saw this as the worst possible way to die.*
Jesus wanted to illustrate the seriousness of causing a little child to
sin (to offend them).

2. What could offend a child or cause him to stumble/fall? (Ask students
for examples of each one of these, or provide personal examples from
situations that you have observed or possible situations).

¢ Wrong Example

e Wrong Attitude

e Expecting too much of them after salvation (i.e. immediate
change/Christian growth)

¢ Wrong Teaching

“Are we stepping stones or stumbling blocks?™ ~Dr. Sam Doherty

3. Verses 7 through 9 give a short reminder about the gravity of sin.
Even going to the extreme of removing a member of one’s body to
keep from sinning or to keep from causing others to sin.

4. “The hand stands for action, the foot for conduct, and the eyes for
desire.”®

5. “These two verses [verses 8-9] are a kind of parenthesis in this

passage because they relate to ourselves rather than to children, and

'8 “Dictionary and Word Search for mikros (Strong's G3398),” Blue Letter Bible, accessed September 13,
2014, http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?strongs=G3398&t=ESV

19 progressive Methods of Child Evangelism Manual, Child Evangelism Fellowship, Inc. - Pg. 10

% Children — A Biblical Perspective, Doherty - Pg. 65
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these two verses develop the concept of offenses. ... At the same
time we need to be reminded that if we offend ourselves and cause
ourselves to stumble, not only will we suffer the consequences, but
the children we minister to will also be gravely affected.”®
iii. Verse 10 — Believing Children have Ministering Angels
1. Other places in Scripture mention angels in relation to believers (Hebrews
1:14, Luke 16:22, Acts 5:19). Since there are angels attending to these
children, children must be able to believe in Jesus. This verse (10) also
continues the same thought as verse 6, which directly relates to believing
children.
2. Despise (not the way we usually use it) = To “... esteem lightly, seeing as
insignificant or detestable; to treat with contempt or disregard; devalue
22
1. This is a warning to adults not to despise or look down on
children. God has esteemed them so highly as to assign them
angels, who always have access to the Father.
iv.  Verses 11-13 — A Parable about Sheep
1. A parable is a story with a moral. The moral of this story is the Shepherd’s
“... diligence in seeking His Sheep ... [and] His delight in saving His
sheep. ... And they challenge us to have that same diligence so that we
can participate in that same delight.”*®
2. Jesus gives this parable to teach His disciples that children are lost
(Romans 6:23) and are in need of being found (Luke 19:10). Just like a
shepherd would leave his 99 sheep to find the ONE that is missing, so
Jesus had come to save even ONE child. And He delights greatly when
that child is found/saved.
v. Verse 14 —
1. “Little ones”, again, in this verse is mikros, and God does not want any of
these little ones to perish.
2. The word “perish” used here is the same word used in John 3:16, “... will

not perish, but will have eternal life.” [bolded mine]. Jesus came to save

2L Children — A Biblical Perspective, Doherty - Pg. 65

2 “HELPS Word-studies for kataphroneo (Strong’s G2706),” Bible Hub, accessed September 13, 2014,
http://biblehub.com/greek/2706.htm

3 Children — A Biblical Perspective, Doherty - Pg. 69
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adults and children so they will not perish but believe in Him and have

eternal life. Salvation is no respecter of age.

Conclusion about Child Evangelism: The words used in this passage (e.g. believe and
perish) in relation to children are the same words used elsewhere in Scripture when talking
about salvation in general. This is a hint that children can equally believe in Jesus as their
Savior. Jesus makes it clear in this passage that children are special to God, as there are
special angels attending to saved children, and the fact that He seeks “lost” children and
rejoices when they are found...just like a good shepherd. Jesus also tells a somber warning to
those that would offend or despise children.

2. Mark 10:13-16

a. Jesus’ Indignation — One of the reasons Jesus may have been so indignant with the

disciples is because they apparently had not understood/learned from His teaching in
Matthew 18 and were actively acting contrary to His command to welcome children.?*
Jesus had already told them that children were valuable to God, but they were
keeping the children from Him, offending them, and in a sense, despising them.
i.  Indignant = aganakteo (in Greek) meaning “much displeased’; carries with it
a sense of grief.”® This is the only time this word is used in reference with
Jesus.

Conclusion about Child Evangelism: The purpose of this passage is to communicate Jesus’
care for children, not necessarily to promote child evangelism. This passage doesnot imply that

all children are saved but that “all, including children, who come to Jesus in childlike trust and

dependence are given free access to Jesus.”*®

» Epistle Passages
1. Ephesians 1:1-3; 6:1-4

a. Paul addresses this book to the “Saints” —

24 Children — A Biblical Perspective, Doherty - Pg. 83
% progressive Methods of Child Evangelism Manual - Pg. 17
% progressive Methods of Child Evangelism Manual - Pg. 18
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I. “ ... [All] Christians are saints by virtue of their connection with Jesus
Christ...This is the biblical description and calling of the saints.”?” The definition
of a saint is not determined by age but by one’s relationship with Christ.

b. Paul addresses children in this book (6:1-3)

i.  Paul's direction to children to obey their parents in the Lord comes after his
general comments to all Christians, and then more specifically to husbands and
wives, followed by admonitions to fathers, bondservants, and masters. Since
Paul is addressing saved people in each of these categories, it would be natural
to conclude that the children he is addressing are also saved.

ii.  Inaddition, it is the father’s job to bring them up in the discipline and instruction
of the Lord. Sam Doherty comments about this verse by saying, “...it is obvious
that both of these commands can be most effective if the children have, first of

all, been evangelized and have trusted Christ as their Savior.”®

Conclusion about Child Evangelism: Since Paul addresses his letter to the “saints” and to
“children”, it is natural to conclude that children must be among the saved saints, which means

they can believe in the Lord as their Savior.
2. Titus 1:6

a. This passage in Titus concerns the qualification of an elder. Verse 6 states that “his
children are believers and not open to the charge of debauchery or insubordination”
(Titus 1:6). In the Greek text it reads teknon pistos which, according to the
commentary by A. R. Fausset, means “believing children... [or as] ALFORD explains,

‘established in the faith.””*°

Conclusion about Child Evangelism: This verse is very important because it indicates that
children can have a real and personal relationship with Jesus Christ. It also says that the elder’s
children are not to be open to the charge of debauchery or rebellion. While this is good advice

for all children, it should especially exemplify the life of a saved child. Salvation and

" “What are Christian Saints According to the Bible?,” GotQuestions.org, accessed September 13, 2014,
http://www.gotquestions.org/saints-Christian.html#ixzz3CsBz7tyc

“% Children — A Biblical Perspective, Doherty — Pg. 150

# A. R. Fausset, “Jamieson, Fausset & Brown :: Commentary on Titus 1,” Blue Letter Bible, accessed
September 14, 2014. http://www.blueletterbible.orqg/Comm/jfb/Tts/Tts 001.cfm?a=1130006
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sanctification of a child must have been attainable or Paul would not have included it as a

gualification for an elder and his family.

» Philosophies about Child Evangelism

There are many different philosophies/worldviews™ (i.e. attitudes, or positions) concerning child

evangelism. Let’s consider them and whether or not they pass the test of what God’s

authoritative Word says about child evangelism.

Philosophical Worldviews

Biblical Worldviews

Children are Unimportant... (Psychological
Philosophy) - It is better to spend time evangelizing
teens or adults because they have a bigger impact in
society or more temptations/pressures from the world
that they need help with in life. They are in “greater”
need of the Gospel. Childhood is a time to have fun
so we can tell kids fun stories at church, sing silly
songs, and make crafts, but children are unable to
understand concrete spiritual concepts and receive

Jesus as their Savior.

Children ARE important (Mark 10:14 and
Mat 18:5).

“Adults” are NOT the greatest in the
kingdom of Heaven (Matt 18:3).
Childhood IS a time to teach spiritual
truths (2 Tim 3:14-15 and Eph 6:4).
Children CAN believe in Jesus as their
Savior (Matthew 18:14).

Evangelism to ALL is a Biblical
Command (Mark 16:15).

Good teaching ought to do it! (Educational
Philosophy) - Children should be taught Biblical
principles to promote good behavior, but they do not
have the mental ability or maturity to understand the
full meaning of the Gospel because they are so
young, therefore they cannot believe in Jesus as their
Savior. The teaching of salvation should not take

place until they are, at least, in their teen years.

Children CAN believe in Jesus as their
Savior (Matthew 18:14).

The fruit of the Spirit (good behavior),
requires the indwelling of the Holy Spirit
(Galatians 5:22-23, 25).

Salvation is the first step to
understanding spiritual
concepts...otherwise mere spiritual
teaching is considered foolishness

(1 Corinthians 2:14).

Salvation is not the result of mental
understanding or maturity. It is by grace
through faith and children can have faith
to be saved. (Eph 2:8-9 and Rom 10:17).

39 A worldview is the set of lenses through which you view the world around you. It determines what you think, how

you feel, and what you do from day to day.
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The Age of Accountability (if a child dies before a
certain age, and the child has not believed in Jesus
because he or she is too young to grasp the Gospel,
then he or she will still have eternal life with Jesus
because of the grace and mercy of God.) - Because
children are under the age of accountability, they do
not need to hear about salvation or believe in Jesus

until they are adults.

There seems to be indication that
children who die at a very young age
(like babies) but who have not believed
in Jesus do go to Heaven (2 Sam 12:23).
(Since David had confidence that he would
be with God after his death, it is inferred that
when he says that he will go to his infant
that died that he is referring to seeing him in
Heaven.)

Since we do not know when the age of
accountability ends, we must always be
sharing the Gospel with children
because their eternal salvation matters,

and children can believe (Heb 9:27 and Matt
18:14)!

Safe under the Covenant (Traditional Philosophy)
- Children are saved because their parents are saved.
It is only if the child decides to leave the faith that he
or she needs to be evangelized.

Every person is accountable to the Lord
(Ezekiel 18:20).

Every person (including children) must
make a personal decision to believe in
Jesus as their Savior (John 3:36).

Baptism Saves - Children who are baptized or

confirmed in the church are saved.

Salvation is not a result from good works
(Ephesians 2:8-9).

Only Jesus has the ability to save you
(Acts 4:12).

Salvation is a personal decision, not an
act of confirmation done at a scheduled
time (Romans 10:9-10, 13).

Good Little Boys and Girls (Innocent Philosophy)
- Children are mostly good people and do not need to

be saved.

All have sinned, including children
(Romans 3:23).

The wages of sin is a consequence for
all, but the gift of salvation is extended
to all as well (Romans 6:23 and John 1:12).
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Not my job - Teaching children about Jesus is the
responsibility of the church...not the parents. Parents
are not qualified to teach their children because they

don’t have the proper education.

Scripture commands fathers (and in
wider application, both parents) to teach
their children in the Lord (Ephesians 6:4).
God’s Word is to be taught in the home
and in everyday life (Deuteronomy 6:7).
Members of the local church should use
their spiritual gift to teach children
(Romans 12:6-7).

» Why Should We Evangelize Children?

1. Spiritual Condition - Children, like adults, are spiritually lost and in need of a Savior.

“... The Bible does not teach a theology of childhood which is separate from, and

different to, a theology of adulthood. Instead, the Bible gives a theology of man

which includes both children and adults. While there are many differences

between the child and the adult physically, psychologically, socially and, in some

ways, spiritually, their position before God is basically the same.

»31

2. Their Hearts are Open to Believing —The window of evangelism for children is when

they are 4-14 years old. Testimony has shown that this time is when 85% of Christians

become Christians. ** Jesus’ teaching from Matthew 18 has already revealed that one

must have the heart attitude of a humble and trusting child in order to enter the Kingdom

of Heaven. It is no wonder that a majority of those who trust Christ as their Savior do so

as children. The evidence of true conversion between the ages of 4 and 14 reveals the

ability and openness of children to receive Christ.

(NOTE TO INSTRUCTOR: You could ask the students in your class to raise their

hand if they believed in Jesus as their Savior between the ages of 4-14. Often, at

least a third or half of the group will have received Christ as a child illustrating

your point.)

3L Children — A Biblical Perspective, Doherty - Pg. v-vi
%2 Children — A Biblical Perspective, Doherty - Pg. ii
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3. There is an Urgency because the Window is Closing
a. “Bythe age of 13 a child’s spiritual identity is largely set in place. This means
that what a child believes by age 13 is what he will most likely believe the rest of
his or her life.”*® Therefore, the urgency is great for a child to place his trust in the
Lord and develop a Biblical worldview as this will set the trajectory of his
worldview for the rest of his life. (NOTE TO INSTRUCTOR: You may want to

ask your class to brain storm ideas for why this is so0.)

4. The Greatest Return happens when you Invest in Children
a. Imagine that you want to buy a candle with the longest burn time. One is tall,
another is medium height, and the last is short. Which one would give you the
greatest return on your investment? The tallest one of course. In the same way,
investing in the life of a child is like buying the tallest candle. It produces the

greatest return in the life of the child and in the lives of others.

Examples of well-known Christians that believed in Jesus as children are James
Dobson (3 yrs old - founder of Focus on the Family), Corrie Ten Boom (5 yrs -
WWII concentration camp survivor), Anne Graham Lotz (3 yrs - Billy Graham’s
daughter), Amy Carmichael (3 yrs - missionary to India), and Luis Palau (11 yrs —

international evangelist).

The impact of salvation in the life of a child can affect families, the Church, and
nations. (Discussion questions and ideas are below to expound on this point. You
or the students could share a personal story to illustrate this.)

i.  How does trusting Christ as a child impact a child’s personal life as he
grows older? (He has the desire and ability to resist temptation and avoid
sin, he will bear fruit throughout his life, he will seek the Lord’s will for his
life, and desires to make choices that glorify God, etc..)

ii. How does trusting Christ as a child impact those around him? (As the
child grows, he will have the wisdom and desire to make choices that
glorify God as he interacts with his family, friends, teachers, employer,

and society. He will seek to evangelize others and serve the Church. As

% Children — A Biblical Perspective, Doherty - Pg. ii
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he seeks out higher education or a vocation, he will seek to glorify God,
not himself, in what he does.)

iii.  How does trusting Christ leave a legacy for the next generation? (He will
desire to share Christ with the next generation. He will desire to raise a
family in the way of the Lord and teach his children the commandments of
God. He will desire to impact and disciple the next generation in God'’s

Word).

“Children do not make up 100% of our population, but they do make up 100% of our future.” ~Anonymous

» Conclusion

Do you sense the Lord calling you to evangelize children? The Biblical basis for child

evangelism is certainly there—directly from the Lord Jesus, Himself. Children can be saved and
discipled in the way of the Lord despite the belittling lies of the world and Satan. As parents and
Christian leaders, it is our duty to evangelize and disciple children so they might set their hope

in God their Salvation, and proclaim that hope to the next generation.

‘ Thought Box

1) How do you know that children can be saved? (The fact that Jesus uses the humility and faith of
a child as the qualification for entering Heaven and the standard for who is the greatest, implies that
a child must be able to enter into the kingdom. Jesus also used general salvation terms like believe
and perish to describe the faith of children. Paul wrote his letter to saints and included children
which is a clue that children can be saved saints.)

2) Why should we evangelize kids? (The spiritual condition of the child demands it. Their hearts are
open to the Gospel, but the window to reach them closes quickly; you will most likely experience
the greatest return when a child believes in Jesus versus an adult.)

» Resources for Further Study on this Topic
e Book - U-Can Know God’s Plan for Children by Dr. Sam Doherty -

www.cefbookministry.com/product/u-can-know-gods-plan-for-children

e Book Children - A Biblical Perspective by Sam Doherty -

www.cefbookministry.com/product/children-a-biblical-perspective
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Lesson 3 - The Cultural Urge for Working with the
Next Generation

Specific Objectives: The teacher will...
1. Agree that it is better to build a “wall” vs a “hospital” when it comes to the cliff of faith and a

child’s interaction with the cliff.

|
|
|
|
|
|
: 2. Feel the burden and necessity of strengthening the faith of the next generation by presenting
i evidence for why Christianity and the Bible is true.

: Realize the battle and importance for truth in today’s culture of confusion.

i Be self-motivated to prepare to answer children’s doubts and questions with the Gospel,

|

Scripture, and evidence.

» Introduction

There was once a town that was built on top of a cliff with the sea down below and even though
the parents and the teachers would warn the kids about the dangers of falling off the cliff, most
of the kids usually fell off before they were adults. The ones that survived and were rescued
were never the same, but most of the kids were swept out to sea. One day the townspeople
decided that enough was enough, and they wanted to do something about this problem. One
person suggested building a boat dock and a clinic at the bottom of the cliff so the kids could be
rescued more quickly. But another person suggested that they build a wall at the top to keep the

kids from falling off in the first place. Which one do you think was most effective?

This story is, of course, not really about a small town; it is actually a story about the faith of our
children. A lot of kids are raised in the church and say that they believe in God and the Bible but
for various reasons when they become adults they walk away from their faith. Surveys show
that 61% of Millennials (those born between the 1980’s and 2000’s) who were raised in the
church became spiritually disengaged by the time they finished college.* They no longer go to
church, pray, or read their Bible. Renowned researcher, George Barna, says that Millennials are
the largest group of “Don’ts” in that they don’t believe, don’t know, and don'’t care if God exists.*

You might think that these Millennials fell off the cliff of faith when they went to college, but

3 https://answersingenesis.org/christianity/church/already-gone/
% https://www.tonyperkins.com/get.cfm?2i=WR21E04
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actually almost 40% of them had their first doubts in middle school, and some even as young as
10 years old.*® This tells us that while our kids and teens are physically still in our church
buildings participating in Sunday School, AWANA, and youth camp, mentally and spiritually they

are already beginning their descent off the cliff.

That is what we know about the Millennials. This current generation of kids and teens is called
Generation Z and is still to be researched, but so far they are the largest group of religious
none’s. This is not referring to Catholic nuns. A religious none describes teens that do not want
to identify with any religion in particular. Statistics can be alarming, but what is more sobering is
when there is a young person in your life that this is true about.

What can we do to not just build a clinic at the bottom of the cliff of faith and wait for the kids to
fall off to pick up the pieces? How can we build a wall around the cliff to keep them from falling
off in the first place?

The Wall
1. Truth (Footing)

Today’s kids are taught to believe that truth does not exist. In fact, the word of the year in 2016
was “post-truth.” Post-truth means “emotions and personal beliefs are more important than
objective facts.®” It means that while people may acknowledge truth, they generally do not care
about it if it gets in the way of their personal preferences.®® It also means that people see no

problem with spreading or believing lies if it benefits them.*

Although children might not be formally taught about post-truth, since they are growing up in this
culture, they are learning it by osmosis from the popular mantras of the day like “share YOUR

truth”, “there are no absolutes”, and “coexist”.

Here are a couple real-life examples from children of how the belief of post truth plays out in

their life.

¢ When asked how old a little girl was, she replied, “I'm four, but when we go to

restaurants, I'm three!”

% https://answersingenesis.org/christianity/church/already-gone/

%7 https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/word-of-the-year/word-of-the-year-2016

22 http://www.breakpoint.org/2018/10/breakpoint-saving-truth-in-a-post-truth-world/
Ibid.
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e A child (age 5) was getting his math facts wrong. When his teacher corrected him he
said, “If you use your imagination | could be right.”

¢ A child (age 10) was telling his babysitter about sneaking underneath a table to eat the
cookies that were labeled “For adults only” at a party. Upon telling him that was not the
right thing to do he told the babysitter, “Well it is not a big deal. No one noticed,; it did not

hurt anyone, and lots of kids were doing it.”

Here are a couple of actual examples of what young adults think about truth due to the thoughts
that were planted in them as a child.

e Age 20 - “I cannot say that absolute truth exists because we each set our own standards
for our lives. | could never tell someone that something was wrong for them if they truly
thought it was right.”

e Age 22 - “While | do not necessarily like what Hitler did to the Jews, | cannot say that
what he did was absolutely wrong. To him, he thought it was right. That was his truth.
Right and wrong depends on your situation.” (This girl grew up in a church with a parent
in the clergy.)

Truth is the footing on which all other foundational Christian teaching is built. Truth has to exist
for the statements “God is real”, “Jesus is the Savior”, and “the Bible is God’s Word” to be true
and meaningful. Otherwise if truth does not exist then there is no point teaching your children
the Bible because there is no truth! So you can see how important truth is and why there is such
a battle for truth.

When you tell your kids that “God exists”, “the Bible is true”, or that “Jesus is the Savior” you are
saying it like it is a fact, but if the footing of truth is not established in the faith of your children,
then Christianity and the other principles that they are taught at a young age are heard as mere
preferences. It is no wonder that those beliefs are abandoned when something more “favorable”
comes along. But if truth is established, then Christianity isn’t a preference. It is an unchanging
fact and gives clarity in the midst of confusion. So if we want our children to be strong in their
faith into adulthood, the footing to our “wall” that we build into the faith of our children needs to
be truth. If truth is not established first, then the foundation will eventually crumble away. Here is

an example of this in the life of an adult.
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Testimony: While witnessing at the mall, | asked a lady if Jesus was important to her.
She said, “Yes, because | am Catholic. | believe Jesus is the Savior.” | then told her that
I had just talked with a Hindu family, and they said that Jesus was not important to them
and they didn’t think He was the Savior. | asked her if this family was wrong about
Jesus. She said, “No, because each person can believe what they want and it can be

true for them.” ~Hanna

Notice that while it is a good thing that Jesus was important to this lady, her foundation in Jesus
as the only Savior quickly crumbled away because the footing of truth was not laid in her life.
Because she did not believe in absolute truth, Jesus and the truth of Christianity became an
option/preference rather than a fact to be reckoned with.

Setting truth as the footing at the beginning is very important. If a builder just poured a slab or
foundation, without digging the footings first, the foundation will crack and shift over time. And
while it can be added later, damage will be done to the home in the meantime and this problem
will be an inconvenience to the one using the building, as well as loss of time and money for the
one dealing with the problem. In the same way, while it may be possible to go back and set the

footing of truth in a person’s life, there is going to be damage and loss along the way.

So teaching the next generation that truth does exist is a real need because that will determine
how receptive they are to listening to you when you tell them you are teaching them the truth! It
will also be the footing for you to go back to teach kids that since truth does exist, people cannot
believe whatever they want and it will all be okay. Since truth exists and it affects our daily and
eternal lives, it behooves us to establish the footing of truth in the lives of our kids and teens.® If
a child knows that truth exists, hopefully that will cause him to seek to know the truth, discern
what he hears rather than blindly trusting his experiences, culture, or those around him, and to

believe and apply the truth to his life rather than his feelings. When you teach kids from God’s

Word you want them to know that what you are saying is true. It’s not your preference or

personal belief. It is reality.**

9 Truth must exist, because to deny so is self-defeating. If the statement “Truth does not exist” were “true” that would
be a truth making the statement false, so the denial of truth defeats the very point it is trying to prove, demonstrating
that truth does exist.

1 This may require extra research on your part to know what the truth is so that you can share it with others.
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2. Christ (Cornerstone)

For a building a cornerstone was the first stone laid, and all the other stones were laid in
reference to that stone. In Acts 4:11* it speaks of Christ being the cornerstone of salvation and
there is salvation in no one else (Acts 4:12). A child’s personal journey of faith begins with
believing in Jesus as the Savior. It is not enough to merely be raised in a Christian environment.
Each person must make a personal decision to believe in Jesus the Savior. The goal of telling
children the truth about Christianity is not merely that they would believe THAT Christianity is
true, and everything that goes with that, but that they would believe IN Jesus as the Savior. He
is the cornerstone of their faith. That is why the goal of sharing evidence about Christianity,
should always be to share and believe the gospel, not merely to enlighten (or tickle) the mind.

3. Scripture (Foundation) — Ephesians 2:20*

In today’s society many people*? claim to believe the Bible, but fail to submit to its teaching,
which really means that they don’t have a Biblical foundation.*® For example, based on a survey
from the Cultural Research Center, 49% of those surveyed who said that they had a Biblical
worldview** accepted reincarnation as a possibility after they die and 53% believed that they
would go to Heaven by a means other than trusting in Jesus as their Savior (like good works).
Those beliefs are clearly not Biblical. If the Bible is truly your foundation, then what you believe
as truth will match that foundation; if you believe something different than what the Bible
teaches, you have the wrong foundation. We, as influencers of the next generation, need to
have the right foundation (God’s Word), and this is the foundation that we need to be laying in
our children and grandchildren. Any wavering on this and you are building your house upon the
shifting sand (the lies of Satan and the world), not on the unchanging rock of Christ and His
Word. When we teach or answer children’s questions, we need to remind them that we, their
teachers, are not the foundation, nor are they, their friends, educators, or the culture. God’s

Word is the foundation, final, and ultimate authority.

*2 519% of adults - https:/downloads.frc.org/EF/EF21E41.pdf
43 Only 6% of adults really have a Biblical worldview - https://downloads.frc.org/EF/EF21E41.pdf
* The way you see the world around you. Determines what you think, feel, and how you act.
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4. Evidence (Bricks)

Now that the footing, cornerstone, and foundation have been laid, now it is time to build up the
wall with bricks. In this illustration, bricks represent other pieces of evidence that help give
children confidence that Christianity is true. The higher you are able to build the wall with

bricks/evidence, the harder it is for a child to trip or climb over the wall to fall off the cliff of faith.

Evidence helps kids and teens to know that something is real. Facts give confidence to kids’
faith by helping them to identify and refute the lies of those that try and dissuade them from the
truth, as well as being something they can share with others who are also searching for the
truth.

The Importance of Evidence

Some people wonder why we have to include “evidence” into the equation when answering
children’s questions. They say, “Isn’t Scripture enough?” It is true that God’s Word is our
foundation and tells the truth. We do not need to know or have any other types of evidence. But
it is also true that God has provided other pieces of evidence to show that Christianity is true
and the Bible is God’s true Word.

R. C. Sproul said “If God Himself provides evidence for what He declares to be truth, it is
calumnious [slanderous] to repudiate the value of evidence. If God commands us to do the work

of apologetics, it is disobedience to refuse the task.”

Often the study of providing evidence for what you believe is called “apologetics”. Apologetics
does not mean to apologize for our faith. It is a Greek word from 1 Peter 3:15*; the word
“defense” in this verse is the Greek word “apologia”. Apologia can also mean “answer”. So
apologetics is giving a defense or answer for our Christian faith, not an apology. Christian
apologist, J. Warner Wallace calls it “Christian Case Making” and compares doing apologetics
to investigating a crime scene. A detective looks for evidence to determine what really
happened at a crime, and then he will make his case to describe what happened based on the
evidence that is left behind. In the same way, we can teach our kids to be Christian case
makers to investigate the evidence that shows that Christianity is true. God didn't leave us
without evidence. His fingerprints are everywhere! The evidence that God has left for us to show

us that Christianity is true includes logic, science, history, and eyewitness testimony—to name
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just a few. Apologetics communicates that God'’s truth is based on reality, not just on a personal

belief (bias) or a religious book.

For example, let’s say a child asks you “How do we know that Jesus is God besides the fact that
He claimed to be God?” One key piece of evidence that answers this question is Jesus’
resurrection. All other religious leaders, teachers, and prophets who have died are still dead

because they were mere men. Only Jesus was God in human flesh. Only Jesus rose again.

How do we know that Jesus rose from the dead? One evidential piece is the dramatic change in
the lives of those who were eyewitnesses. After Jesus’ death his disciples were afraid of being
put to death for being associated with Jesus. But after his resurrection they went around boldly
proclaiming that he was alive. Remember they were eyewitnesses to Jesus’ death. They knew
for a fact that Jesus was dead. If they hadn’t truly seen Jesus alive again they would have said
S0 because no one in their right minds suffers for something they know is a lie. There was no
motive for the disciples to lie about his resurrection...they didn’t get rich or become powerful
rulers. Instead they received suffering, torture, and excruciating deaths for their stance that
Jesus was God, the risen Savior. The claim of Jesus’ resurrection and his disciples excruciating
testimony are not only recorded in the New Testament but also from people that were not

Christians but were historians that lived during this time period.

Sharing evidence like this is especially important for today’s children and teens. When young
adults have been asked why they have walked away from Christianity some of the top answers
have to do with the lack of evidence. For example, they say things like when they got older they
thought that science and the Bible were in contradiction and they thought there was more
evidence for science so they gave up on the Bible, that they see Bible stories and miracles as
fairy tales and have grown past such beliefs like the Easter Bunny and Santa, or that people

didn’t answer their questions about faith but just told them to keep believing.

Here’s an actual letter to a Bible club teacher from a 5™ grade girl. “I have believed and I'm
struggling. | want to believe but it's hard cause I'm thinking what if it’s all just fake and some

other religion is right instead.”

Imagine if this girl does not receive an answer to her letter. Her footing seems a little shaky
since she doesn’t know what religion is true, though it does seem that she knows that truth
exists. She has the cornerstone because she said she has believed in Jesus and possibly has

the foundation of God’s Word. But because the wall around the cliff of faith is short, meaning the
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evidence for why her faith is true, it is very easy for her to step over what has been laid and right
off the edge of the cliff. Because the footing, cornerstone, and foundation are often low to the
ground, she may be looking for them but because she doesn’t know where they are, she doesn’t
see them, and goes off the cliff. Maybe she begins to doubt that they are there, or are useful,
and falls off the cliff. Whatever the reason, when she falls to the bottom, she is quickly swept

away in the current of lies and culture of confusion.

Kids and teens are looking for evidence that what you are teaching them is real. They want to
believe the right thing to make sense of the world around them, but they need confidence to
build up their own faith to protect them from influences that try and dissuade them from the
truth.

Why Do Apologetics with Kids

Simply, the reason to do apologetics with kids because the need is great and the time is
short. Only 3% of kids have a Biblical worldview; this includes kids inside and outside of the
church. This means that only 3% of kids believe things like there is a Creator God, the Bible is
true, | am a sinner, and Jesus is the only Savior. So the need to reach them with the truth is

immense and the time to do it in is short.

1. Timeis Short — “Give me four years to teach the children and the seed | have sown will
never be uprooted.” Does anyone know who said this? Vladimir Lenin, whose thoughts
formed the worldview of Communism. Lenin realized the impact of teaching children, do

you?

Testimony: One time | was talking with a 7yr old about God. He had not been raised in
the church but was coming to an after school Bible club in his school. After we talked for
a while, I could tell he was getting frustrated. When | asked him why he said, "Because
all my life, | have believed that there are many gods, but now | have learned that there is
only one God, and it’s hard to admit you are wrong when you have believed something

else your whole life!" ~Hanna

If it's hard for a seven year old to admit he is wrong, what about a 27 year old or a 47

year old that has made decisions, for better or for worse, based on his beliefs. A lot of

5 Raising Spiritual Champions by George Barna
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people think that you have time to build a person’s worldview during high school, and
before they go to college...but actually the foundation for their worldview has already
been poured and solidified by that time because studies show that a person’s worldview
is set between the ages of 12-14. Christian researcher, George Barna, has said that “By
the age of thirteen, most people’s worldview is so deeply formed that it rarely endures
significant change.”*® This means the way a child makes sense of the world and answers
the big questions in life like “who am 1?7, “what happens after | die?”, “where does right
and wrong come from?”, and other foundational questions has been decided before they
enter middle school. After middle school and into early adulthood, they are applying it
and seeing how it plays out. So the earlier a Biblical worldview can be built in a child’s
life, the better.

2. Satan doesn’t wait — Satan doesn't wait to steal, Kill, and destroy a person's faith until he
is an adult (John 10:10). He will lie to kids and try to convince them that there is no
evidence for Christianity but that it is merely an experience or belief that “works for you”,
an upbringing, or bias that can be exchanged for other beliefs that “work better” later on.
He wants kids to believe a counterfeit reality. We, as Christian parents, teachers, and
leaders need to be ready to teach our kids in the truth and facts so they are not deceived

by Satan.

3. Kids Question Early —Kids ask questions all the time like “Who made God?", "Did God
make evil?", "How did we get the Bible?", or “Is this stuff really true?” They are eagerly

wanting to know the truth.

4. To give them tools on how to defend and share the truth with others. —“So many young
Christians are ill prepared to face the moral, intellectual, relational, and spiritual
challenges that confront them daily. They don’t have an anchor to help ground them
amid the cultural chaos, and as a result, may find their faith shipwrecked on the shores
of our increasingly secular culture.”*’ The benefit of teaching kids apologetics is not just
for their own faith, but to give them tools on how to defend and share the truth with

others. This will make them effective witnesses to bring clarity in the midst of confusion.

4 Raising Spiritual Champions by George Barna, pg. 6
" So the Next Generation will Know by Sean McDowell and J. Warner Wallace, Pg. 80
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5. To keep them from falling off the cliff of faith in the first place. — “If we do not
consciously equip young Christians with a biblical worldview, they will unconsciously
absorb the ideas of today’s culture.”*® Imagine instead of parents worrying that their kids
are going to fall off the cliff, the parents are sitting and talking with their children about
life, leaning with their back against the wall. The stable wall gives the children stability
and security in the truth. Kids need to ask questions and investigate truth in a safe
environment and that’s what the wall gives. The wall is not a cage, or a prison; it is
stability, security, and protection in the truth. The reason that we teach children about
truth, share the Gospel, teach them God’s Word, and tell them the evidence for
Christianity is because we want kids to know the truth, choose to believe it, and walk in
the truth because truth and its consequences affect our earthly and eternal lives.

» How Do We Do Apologetics

(NOTE TO THE INSTRUCTOR — Optional: Assign this section as reading homework and

at the beginning of the next session ask a discussion question like: which “HOW”

suggestion do you want to start doing? Or which one is the hardest and why?

For the PPT slides you can choose one of the two options for this section. One slide
(#27) has all 12 points listed to show as a broad overview or if you wanted to highlight
one or two. On the other set (#28-32), each point will appear on the slide one at a time if

you were going to discuss them one by one.)

HOW you do apologetics with Generation Z is just as important as WHAT you are telling them.
Gen Z needs to hear and know the truth, but they also need to hear it in love (Ephesians 4:15);
not the world’s love that lets them believe whatever they want, but Christ-like love. What does

Christ-like love look like?

1. Parental involvement — Parents need to be the primary builders of the wall. That is their
most important job. The role of the local church is to equip parents in their job.
Listening to their doubts or questions.

3. Not belittling them or “judging” in a negative sense for asking questions, not knowing
something, or doubting.

4. Building a relationship with them to win an audience to be heard.

*® So the Next Generation will Know by Sean McDowell and J. Warner Wallace, Pg. 80
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Spending time researching and taking their questions seriously.

Following through and getting back with them about their questions.

Educating yourself on topics and issues that are a concern to them so that you can
answer Biblically.

Asking them questions to find out what they are thinking or understanding.
Reaching out to ones that seem distant.

10. Being humble with your answers and acknowledging that you don’t know everything and
can be wrong. NOTE: The truth is not wrong, but you could be wrong in your
interpretation or about the things you perceive as facts. This is why it is important to
investigate things to make sure they are the truth and that you understand them
correctly.

11. Telling them Biblical truth, even when it is unpopular.

12. Connecting the Bible to their life and things going on in the culture (application) — “[One]
primary reason Gen Z disconnects from the church is our failure to equip them with a

Biblical worldview that empowers them to understand and navigate today’s culture.”*

» Conclusion

Building a wall is hard work and often “dirty” work. People may not “OOH and AAH” over it like
they would a hospital. But we build the wall, not for the accolades or commendation from others.
We build a wall of faith in the lives of our children so that they will be equipped to know truth, so
that as they get older they will be able to stand confidently in the truth of God’s Word, as well
as have an answer/defense against those that would try and dissuade them.

We must take responsibility for the instruction of our children and grandchildren. Too many have
fallen off the cliff of faith. Any investment that we make in setting the footing, pouring the

foundation, and building up the faith of the next generation is worth it!

‘ Thought Box
1) What elements make up a strong wall? (Truth, Christ/salvation, Scripture, and evidence)

2) Why is a wall of faith important to build in children’s lives? (To keep kids from falling off the cliff of
faith; any of the points from the section “Why do apologetics with kids” would be appropriate)

¥ So the Next Generation will Know by Sean McDowell and J. Warner Wallace, Pg. 80
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» Resources for Further Study on this Topic

Apologetics Ministries (Articles, podcasts, videos, conferences, etc.)>

Books

Cold Case Christianity w/ J. Warner Wallace - www.coldcasechristianity.org

Case Makers Academy for Kids - www.casemakersacademy.com

Cross Examined w/ Frank Turek - www.crossexamined.org

Stand to Reason w/ Greg Koukl - www.str.org

Maven w/ Bret Kunkle — www.maventruth.com

Answers in Genesis — www.answersingenesis.orqg

Mama Bear Apologetics — www.mamabearapologetics.com

NETworkers TEC - www.networkerstec.com/apologetics.html

| Don’'t Have Enough Faith to be An Atheist by Dr. Frank Turek and Dr. Norman
Geisler
Tactics by Greg Koukl
Author J. Warner Wallace

o Cold Case Christianity and Cold Case Christianity for Kids

o God’s Crime Scene and God’s Crime Scene for Kids

o Forensic Faith and Forensic Faith for Kids
Mama Bear Apologetics, General Editor: Hillary Morgan Ferrer
So the Next Generation Will Know By J. Warner Wallace and Sean McDowell
A Practical Guide to Culture By John Stonestreet and Bret Kunkle
Why Won't they Listen? By Key Ham
Will They Stand: Parenting Kids to Face the Giants by Ken Ham
Author Lee Strobel his “Case For...” Series for kids, students, and adults.
Transforming Children into Spiritual Champions: Why Children Should Be Your
Church's #1 Priority by George Barna

Author Natasha Crain

* There are many different types of apologetics: presuppositional, evidential, classical, and cumulative
are some of the most popular.
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How do you Know God is Real? by Kyle Butt (for kids)
How do you Know the Bible is from God? by Kyle Butt (for kids)

Films/Talks

God’s Not Dead 1 and 2

A Matter of Faith

The Case for Christ

Simple Tools for Brain Surgery by Bill Jack

Session 3 - True for you but not for me w/ Brett Kunkle -
https://vimeo.com/203927148

Gospel Q&A Videos - www.networkerstec.com/gga.html

Voddie Baucham on Expository Apologetics: Always Use the Bible in Evangelism —

Wretched - https://wretched.org/tv/voddie-baucham-expository-apologetics-always-

use-bible-evangelism/

Curriculum

Yes, God is Real — Apologetics for Kids by Hanna Sims and Frank Turek -

/www.networkerstec.com/curriculum.html

Footing before Foundation — High school — Adults (from Hanna) -

www.hetworkerstec.com/apologetics.html

“What We Believe” Series from Apologia and Summit Ministries

https://www.summit.org/curriculum

Demolishing Strongholds DVD Message Series by Answers in Genesis

Questions and Answer Ministries

One Minute Apologist - www.oneminuteapologist.com

Got Questions - www.gotquestions.org

412 Teens - www.412teens.org
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e GQ Kidz - www.ggkidz.org

Worldview Camp - www.summit.org and www.worldview.org

Truth

e Book — Saving Truth by Abdu Murray

e https://www.networkerstec.com/truth.html

Biblical Worldview Trends and Statistics

e Cultural Research Center -
www.arizonachristian.edu/culturalresearchcenter/research/
e https://downloads.frc.org/EF/EF21E41.pdf

e https://frc.org/worldview

e https://www.tonyperkins.com/get.cfm?i=WR21E04 (Start episode at time segment
13:09)

e Www.georgebarna.com

©NETworkers TEC LLC — www.networkerstec.com
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Lesson 4 - Children Characteristics:

Differences and Similarities

Specific Objectives: The teacher will...

Understand that teaching children is more than getting through the material.

etc.

|
|
|
|
|
. Appreciate the uniqueness of each child concerning their learning style, personality, life circumstances, :
|
|
Realize the areas in which children are the same and seek to address those needs as well. :

—_—_——— e a1

» Introduction

The Creator is a unigue designer. No two snowflakes are alike. Everyone’s fingerprints are
unique to themselves, as well as to each finger and toe! What other things can you think of that

are unigue? (Examples might include one’s eye, the shape of your ear, DNA, etc.)

Link: God has designed each person uniquely, as well as fearfully and wonderfully (Psalm
139:14). Every child is unique not only in their physical features, but also in their learning styles,
how they process information, and how they relate to others. Good teachers seek to understand
both the differences and similarities in how God made children and craft their teaching

accordingly to have the greatest impact.

» Children are Different

Learning Styles

1. Visual Learners
a. Concerning the Teacher (Things the teacher can do to help this learner)
i. Visuals (pictures, props, posters, movie clips, maps, etc.)
ii. Dress up to act out or teach the lesson.
iii. Color coordinate visuals or key words.
iv. Provide a handout where the children can highlight or mark things in a
certain way during the lesson or as review.
v. Write out instructions on the board or give a printed handout versus just

telling the children what to do verbally.
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2.

b. Concerning the Child (Things that the child might do or like based on this learning style)

i. May want/need to sit in the front of the class to easily see everything
going on.

ii. Thinks in pictures.

iii. May like art.

iv. May want to draw during class to visualize what is being taught.

v. Comprehension Worksheet or copying Scriptures

Auditory Learners
a. Concerning the Teacher

i. Read a story aloud.

ii. Make related noises during the lesson by playing an audio clip or having
the children make the noises (e.g. storm noises, animal noises, shouting
a specific phrase).

iii. Sing songs that go along with the lesson or sing the memory verse.

b. Concerning the Child
i. Likes discussions and listening to others.
ii. Asking questions and hearing the answer is important for this child.
iii. These children think in words rather than pictures.
Kinesthetic (Learning through doing, moving, or touching)
a. Concerning the Teacher
i. Bring objects to touch.

ii. Serve [arelated] snack or something the children can taste during the
lesson.

iii. Pass something around that the children can smell that is related to the
lesson (e.g. spices, essential oil, sheep wool, etc.).

iv. Be aware of allergies and sensitives.

v. Break up your lesson into smaller sections to allow for movement in
between parts. It could be as simple as when you get to another
section/picture in your lesson, all the children stand up and jump two
times before sitting back down and continuing the lesson. Caution: if the
children take too long to get resettled this may not be a good activity,
even for kinesthetic learners.

vi. Hands-on field trips.

vii. Comprehension worksheet or copying Scriptures.
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b. Concerning the Child

Vi.

Vii.

Personality Types

Dress up and patrticipate in a skit/lesson.

Be a helper or sign holder during the lesson.

Do certain motions at specific times. For example, all the children can
pretend to run in place to go and meet Jesus or pretend to pet a lamb in
David’s flock. Or the children could do a certain motion when repeating a
specific phrase throughout the lesson.

May enjoy crafts.

May want to draw, color, or do another quiet activity with their hands (like
a fidget spinner) during the lesson. This may help a child pay attention or
be quiet but it is important that the activity does not become a distraction
for the child or other children; so although this can be helpful, you may
not be able to allow this depending on your setting.

Allow children (especially boys) to stand during class.

Could prefer group activities.

1. A personality type is NOT... a label (whether positive or negative), all encompassing, all

the same, a stereotype, a fate, or an excuse for negative behavior.

2. Why Study Personalities? To help you understand how God created you, your team-

mates, and the children you are working with so that you can better discern how to

interact and serve together.

(NOTE TO INSTRUCTOR: You could ask participants to share any personality

assessments that they have done and whether or not it was helpful in understanding

themselves or those around them.)

3. DISC Personality Assessment from Personality Insights *See resource section*

a. Dominant (Outgoing, Task Oriented)

iv.

Doer, determined, direct/blunt, goal-oriented, confident, etc.

Focus this child on being a positive leader.

Biblical example: Paul

In the phrase, “Ready, Aim, Fire” this personality would only hear the
word “FIRE!” because this personality is concerned about getting things

done, not on planning things out.
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b. Inspiring (Outgoing, People Oriented)

i. Social butterfly, interesting, impulsive, silly, friendly, has a lot of social
friends but may have trouble having deep friendships or being real with
other people, focused on recognition, etc.

ii. Focus this child on bringing joy to others, but with sensitivity to the needs
of others and the situations/setting that is going on around him.

iii. Biblical Example: Peter
iv. “Ready, Aim, Squirrel” (Highly distracted personality)
c. Supportive (Reserved, People Oriented)
i. Helper, needs security, team effort, sweet, submissive, etc.
ii. Focus this child on being a servant with only one master.
iii. Biblical Example: Abraham
iv. “Ready, Ready, Ready” (Has a hard time with making decisions (“Aim”)
and taking that action step (“Fire”)).
d. Cautious (Reserved, Task Oriented)

i. Analytical, perfectionist, stats and facts, critical thinking, careful, can
come across as cold, self-sacrificing to get the job done, etc.

ii. Focus this child on excellence, but with grace for themselves and others.

ii. Biblical Example: Moses
iv. “Ready, Aim, Aim” (Focusses so much on precision that this sometimes

keeps him from executing a task (“Fire”)).

Upbringing and Family Life

Based on a child’s upbringing and family life a child will have varying abilities to...
e Trust
e Love others and accept love
e Relate to others
o Accept help
e Accept discipline or constructive
criticism
e Show self-control
e Make good judgements

e Demonstrate good character
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Every child’s family situation is different which will develop strengths and weaknesses in the
child. As teachers, we need to be attentive to this so we can meet the needs of the children in

our care, have grace for their shortcomings, and help develop their strengths.
Salvation

Some of your children in your classroom will be spiritually dead and some will be spiritually alive
based on whether or not they have believed in Jesus as their Savior. This will impact their
behavior and their ability and desire to learn. It is important to teach both the saved (with
Christian discipleship) and unsaved children (with the Gospel) and to respond to each
accordingly.

Children that are saved wiill....

1. Be able to understand spiritual truths. (1 Corinthians 2:14)

a. Without salvation, children are lost and living through the nature of the sinful man
with its deceitful desires. They cannot understand spiritual truths and do not
desire good behavior for the right reasons.

2. Desire to do what is right. (Ephesians 4-6)
3. Have the power of the Holy Spirit to actually do right. (Galatians 5:22-23)
4. Have been given and will be developing their spiritual gift(s). (1 Corinthians 12:4)

a. Spiritual gifts include teaching, evangelism, giving, serving, exhortation, etc. As
their teacher, you can be looking for glimpses of these spiritual gifts in their life
and help them to develop them to be used within the body of the Christ. For
example, you may mentor an older student on how to teach an object lesson if
you see the gift of teaching in their life, or you may provide opportunities of

service for a child with the spiritual gift of serving.
Other Factors

1. Gender — Girls relate differently than boys. They relate differently to other girls in their
class than they do to other boys. They will relate differently to a female teacher than to a
male teacher. Girls tend to have different learning strengths (like the ability to sit still
longer or to mature faster) than boys. And vice versa.

2. Age
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a. Cultural Context — The context in which children are growing up to today in
relation to their age/development is important. For example, although children
ought to be strong readers by the time they finish elementary school (and
perhaps you/your generation was) today, many children are not strong readers,
even in the 4™ and 5™ grade. Even though they are a certain age, the context in
which they live is impacting their development, for which you will need to adjust
accordingly.

b. Maturity —You might have two 10 year old students in your class, but one acts
and thinks like a 14 year old and the other like he is 8 years old. Children mature
at different levels, despite their age.

3. Mental and Physical Abilities

4. Birth Order — To an extent, birth order impacts the way a child behaves. For example,
eldest children tend to be leaders. Middle children may have a hard time making
decisions, as there are other children who are always making decisions for them. They

are mainly “along for the ride”.
Love Language

1. The five love languages are quality time, acts of service, gifts, words of affirmation, and
physical touch.

2. Each person receives love and gives love in different ways. The purpose of the five love
language teaching is to help parents and teachers know how to communicate to a child
that they are loved by them and by the Lord.

3. Did you know that God demonstrates each one of the love languages? He never leaves
us (quality time), has given us his Word (words of affirmation), gives us good gifts, sent
Christ to die for us (act of service), and we are known by Him intimately (Psalm 139:1, 5
- physical touch).

4. There may be something in the life of the child that keeps him or her from receiving love
but finding out their love language is a good place to start to begin working on
communicating love, even if it is rejected at first. Perseverance is a testimony of love.

5. Show love in the proper context of your situation so it is not misconstrued or you are not
accused of something inappropriate. Love with wisdom.

6. Teach children to love others, not just the way they personally want to be loved, but the

way the other person wants to be loved.
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» General Tips

(NOTE TO INSTRUCTOR: This section is in the Student Notes and could be assigned as

reading homework instead of going over this in class.)

When teaching children, whether it is your own children or those in your class, remember:

1. Each child is unique and will have a different combination of these and other traits. You
may need to discuss with your team how to best meet all these various needs within
your class as you go through your curriculum. Sometimes curricula will have suggestions
written into their lessons.

2. We are not teaching a curriculum or following a certain formula. We are teaching
children with various personalities, learning styles, and needs.

Observing and listening are two of the greatest keys to learning who your child is.
Different characteristics impact the others. For example, a first born child might have a
doninant personality, and be more mature for his age group. Someone that has the
spiritual gift of service may also have a supportive personality.

5. Just because you have strength in one area doesn’t mean that you should not or cannot
develop another. For example, a child may tend to be more shy/reserved in his
personality, but that is not an excuse to be rude or unfriendly to others. This child may
need to be intentionally encouraged/taught on how to introduce himself to others and
reach out.

6. Have grace for yourself and the child as you learn and discover one another. Some kids
will have a different personality than you so the journey is always an adjustment and

requires flexibility.
» Children are the Same

The following are general principles that apply to all children. This can be helpful to keep in mind

when you are preparing yourself and when you are in the classroom.

1. Children need salvation.
2. Children need to develop good character like endurance, diligence, self-control, etc.

3. Children need to be challenged to think.
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a. By design, children are learners. Children will learn more between the time of
birth and five years old, than any other 5-year period. Some say that by the age
of seven children have learned 50% of what they will learn their whole life.>*

b. The goal of education should not be to merely relay information and memorize
facts. The goal of education should be to teach children how to discern the
difference between good ideas and bad ideas, how to be self-taught learners,
and how to apply truth to their lives. Allow children to be explorers through...

i.  Topics that are an interest to them

ii.  Asking good questions

iii. Reading/Research

iv.  Presentations (PowerPoint, poster board, skit, video, verbal
presentations, etc.)

v.  Experiences (things they can see, taste, touch, hear, application,
challenges, reflections, etc.)

vi.  Discussions, as well as debates and role plays

4. Children are Literal

a. Don’t use sarcasm. Children do not understand sarcasm.

b. Do not tease or belittle children. They may not think it is funny based on past
hurts or sensitivities. They may not be old enough to understand you are teasing
them and get hurt by your comment.

c. Children need simple, concrete examples. Children do not understand word
pictures or metaphors.

d. Children need the meat of God’s Word, just cut up in smaller pieces that are
easier to chew; as children grow they will grow, in their ability to grasp spiritual
truths.

*L Children — A Biblical Perspective, Doherty - Pg. 17
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5. Children are seeking to make sense of the world around them.

Step 1: Step 2: Step 3:
What is true? Why is something true? How do | communicate that truth to
others?
Preschool-
Grades 3" grade and older 5 grade and older
2" grade
Summary/ | e Facts and e Explaining why something | e Defending and sharing what you
Importance WHAT is is true and giving evidence know in order to plant seeds of truth
true/right to show that it is true gives in the lives of others.
e Busy learning kids confidence that what | e This step is important so that
information you are teaching is based children:
on reality. o Are not ashamed of their
e A child’s worldview is said faith
to be set by age 14.%2 So o Can answer other people’s
establishing the truth, and guestions or doubts
why it is the truth, must be o Invest in the lives of others
done early to establish a by sharing what they learned
firm foundation.

6. Children need movement appropriate for their age group (e.g. involvement during the
lesson, actions, games).
7. Children need to be assessed.

a. Ask questions to the child to see what they are thinking and how they are
grasping the information, both for comprehension and application. Don’t assume
that you know what a child is thinking or understanding.

8. Children need to be invested in.
a. Key 1: Take time to focus on the child as a person, not just as a pupil that has to

listen to your lesson.

°2 Children — A Biblical Perspective, Doherty - Pg. 17
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b.

» Conclusion

Key 2: Knowing your students personally happens through observation and
listening.

i. Ask questions about their lives.

ii. Participate in their lives outside the classroom if possible.
Key 3: Win and hold their heart. Although children should always be respectful,
they are not obligated to listen to you just because you are standing there. You
must demonstrate that you care about them and win their trust and hold their
heart.
Key 4: A child doesn’t care how much you know, until they know how much you

care.

Children are similar in many ways, but they are also unique. As teachers, we need the Lord’s

wisdom to know how to meet the various needs in our classroom. Although it might seem

overwhelming at times, we do not go at it alone. The One who made every child with their

unique personalities and circumstances and knows them intimately, is the One who walks with

us to give us insight on how to minister to these special and precious children that God has

placed in our life. A church father said, “Higher than every painter, higher than every sculptor

and than all artists, do | regard him who is skilled in the art of forming the soul-life of children.

»53

May you be used by the Lord to form the soul-life of children.

Thought Box

1) What differences have you observed in children that impacts the way you teach them?
(Answers will vary.)

2) What similarities do you observe in children that you can make sure to address in your
lessons? (Answers will vary.)

*3 Church father, Chrysostom.
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» Resources for Further Study on this Topic

e Personality Insights - www.personality-insights.com

Recommended:
o DISC Parenting Flip Charts
o Leadership Flip Charts
o Educational Flip Charts
o All About Bots All About You - Child DISC Assessment Profile Booklet
o Four Pals Mini Series (Children books featuring each one of the DISC
personalities through a different character. This series encourages
children to understand themselves and their friends based on their
personality)
e Book - Presenting with Style by Robert A Rohm and Tony Jeary
e Book - Different Children, Different Needs- Adaptive Parenting by Dr. Charles F.
Boyd
e Personality Assessment for Kids from In His Grace, Inc. -

www.inhisgraceinc.com/html/disc definitions.html

e Sorry, but Christians don’t need Enneagrams. — Uploaded by Wretched -
https://youtu.be/WjRr02jLIho
e Book - The Birth Order Book by Dr. Kevin Leman

e The 5 Love Languages - www.5lovelanguages.com (Includes children books to

facilitate discussions with your children on this topic)

e Book - The 5 Love Languages of Children by Dr. Gary Chapman and Ross
Campbell, M.D.

e Spiritual Gifts Article - Spiritual gifts survey - what are the different spiritual gifts

the Bible mentions? https://www.gotquestions.org/spiritual-qgifts-survey.html

e Book - What You Do Best in the Body of Christ by Bruce Bugsbee

e Character Resources — www.networkerstec.com/character.html
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Lesson 5 - Ministering to Children’s Needs

Specific Objectives: The teacher will...
1. See that the Gospel meets a child’s greatest need.

Learn principles for being sensitive to the needs of children.

2
3. Identify lies of Satan that children may believe.
4

Identify and meditate on truths from God’s Word to help a child find freedom from Satan’s lies.

» Introduction

(NOTE TO THE INSTRUCTOR: If there is a particular need (social struggles, economic
hardship, family situations, COVID/sicknesses, fear, abuse, a particular sin, etc.) from

your community, you may want to use that as your discussion basis when talking
through the parts of this lesson.)

What needs have you observed in the lives of the children and teens that you have worked with
in your family, church, or community? (Allow students to share; you could list some of these

examples on a poster board or white board to refer back to during the presentation).

Link: These are all serious issues that can cause physical, emotional, and spiritual heartache
for children. There are many ways that people try to fix these issues with material things, but
sometimes the solutions that the world offers are more like Band-Aids that only cover up a
wound temporarily. What is needed is something that addresses the root cause of the problem

(sin)—and that is the purpose of the Gospel.

» The Gospel

(NOTE TO INSTRUCTOR: You may want to spend time going over the Gospel Overview

Chart from “Lesson A — Sharing the Gospel with Children”, as it is referenced in this

section.)

A child might receive material items to help address their needs, but if that child doesn’t hear the
Gospel and receive Christ, those things won’t matter in eternity. A lot of times you may not be
able to fix the outside problems they are sharing with you, but you can provide the Gospel which

meets their greatest need.
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What are some Gospel points that you could share with a child to answer the question, “Why is
there sin in the world?” (Let students look at the chart and respond; then briefly go through the

discussion below concerning how the Gospel addresses the topic of suffering.)
Question: Why is there sin in the world?

1) God designed the world very good (Gen 1:31)! God is not at fault for the sin in the world.
a. God is completely holy, perfect, and pure (Ps 99:5). God would never do
anything wrong or make a mistake.

2) Since God is love, He wanted people to have free-will to make choices and to have the
ability to choose to love and obey Him or not. With that choice came the risk and
possibility of sin and disobedience and the consequences that come with that choice.

3) Sin entered the world through Adam (Rom 5:12).

a. This is why you personally commit sin.
b. This is why people sin against you, causing some of the difficult situations
previously mentioned.

i. NOTE: The difficult situations that were mentioned before, that children
may be going through, are most likely not happening to the child because
of THEIR sin. Most likely it is the sin of someone else in their life. In
counseling a child in this situation, we do not want them to take
responsibility for other people’s sin or think that they are causing this
situation.

c. Creation itself groans under the weight of the consequences of sin and death.
(Romans 8:19-21)

d. Thisis the WHY for the pain, suffering, difficulties, and hard times we all
experience.

4) God did not leave us in our pain (Rom 5:8).

a. Although we deserve God'’s justice for our sin (death — Roman 6:23), He sent
Jesus to die for us and rescue us from sin’s punishment.

b. Jesus suffered the greatest evil to bring about the greatest good. Jesus suffered
to bring about salvation for all of mankind, just as Adam’s sin brought suffering to
all mankind (Romans 5:15-21)

5) God can redeem our suffering.

a. God uses suffering to show us our need for Him and for salvation (Ephesians 2:1-
10).
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b. God’s goal for our life is not happiness but holiness (Rom 5:3-4, Heb 12:5-11).

c. God uses the suffering that we experience as a way that we can comfort and
help others (2 Corinthians 1:1-7).

d. When we suffer for the name of Christ, we are blessed and are following in His
steps (1 Peter 4:14, 2:21)

6) God will make all things right, in His timing.

a. Those that have not believed in Jesus as their Savior from sin will experience
eternal suffering and pain in the lake of fire. (Rev 20:14).

b. Those that have believed in Jesus as their Savior will be in a new heaven and a
new earth where there is no death, mourning, crying, or pain. (Rev 21:4).

» Advice for Sensitivity when Meeting Children’s Needs
1. Truthful acknowledgement of the situation is the first step to healing.

There could be three different responses to the situations that we mentioned at the beginning.
Denial, embellishment, or truthfulness—only one leads to healing. (Discuss the following two

guestions with the class)

e Why might a child deny a situation that he or she is in?

e Why might a child embellish a situation?

Being truthful can hurt, but not being truthful causes more hurt. If a person is not honest with
their doctor about how they are feeling (either by denying the problem or embellishing or
changing the details), the doctor cannot honestly diagnose the problem nor prescribe the correct
solution. Proper healing requires honesty, on behalf of the person, to themselves and to those

that are trying to help them.

Although truthfulness about one’s situation would be the goal, depending on the children that
you are working with, they may or may not feel comfortable being truthful with you about their
situation, or they may be unable to sort out and articulate what they are feeling or what is going
on in their situation. So what can you do? (Let the class give suggestions like you could pray
that the child would be honest with God or with some other trusted adult in their life. You could
also ask questions to help the child accurately communicate the truth of what is going on. If a
child shares with you that he or she is being abused, you will need to take the proper steps to

report that.)
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2. A situation is not a label.

Statistics can be helpful to bring awareness about certain trends or major problems. (NOTE TO
INSTRUCTOR: If there are certain issues that you would like to research you could share

statistics about that issue at this point.)

While statistics can be helpful in understanding trends and getting a big picture of what may be
going on in society, statistics also have their limits—especially when considering an individual.
Statistics are about groups—but you are not ministering to a group. You are ministering to an

individual with a specific situation that could be vastly different from the “statists”.

For example, just because there are many statistics that children from single-parent homes will
do drugs or be a teenage mother does not mean that is their fate or struggle. Correlation does
not equal causation. If someone jumps to the conclusion that this statistic must be true for all
single-parent children and they try to “help” that child in that way...that may not behelpful.
Maybe the child has another issue like simply being sad that he doesn’t have a father in his
home, but because the “helper” is so fixated on the drug statistic they miss the real opportunity

to help in the true area of need.

We must remember that a situation in life is not a label, stereotype, or statistic. They aren’t
blanket statements. When we are seeking to meet the needs of others, we cannot jump to
conclusions that just because two people are in the same situation, they must be struggling with

the same issues or require the same solution.

To help you remember that a situation is not a label, think about the face or name of an
individual that you have ministered to at some time and then write that name on the line

provided in your notes.
3. Learning to speak by listening.

Sometimes we think that the best thing to do is to TELL them something that will “help” them,
but we don’t take time to listen to them to see what their concern is or what is going on in their
life. We must learn to listen to the individual in order to be part of the solution, rather than a
greater part of the hurt. Often times people don’t want intellectual reasons for why bad things
happen (although as we discussed there is a reason why), they just want someone to listen
(James 1:19).
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4. Exemplifying good character.

(NOTE TO INSTRUCTOR: In this section you could print out a character quality definition

list to give the students as a handout. You could encourage the students to circle one of
the character qualities that they want to work on in their own life. Character quality

resources are listed in the resource section.)

Consider this true scenario about a group of people that were attempting to meet the needs of
some children and then give me some feedback about their character.

It was Christmas Eve, and a group of people went to a housing complex to give a family
a frozen turkey for Christmas. While they were there, they went on and on about their
Christmas holiday and how they were going to go ice skating that evening and had to
leave quickly.

What types of character qualities do you think they were lacking? (Examples could include:
Attentiveness or Deference—not realizing that the person they were delivering the food to didn’t
have a car or extra money for ice skating, Diligence—didn’t deliver the turkey on time for it to be

eaten at Christmas, or Sensitivity, Compassion, or Humility.)

While these people were doing a good deed, their poor character negated, or at the very least,
negatively impacted their good deed. When caring for the children that you will be ministering to,

remember to exercise good character.

What character qualities do teachers need to have/develop when meeting children’s needs?

(Discuss with the class various situations and how character helped/hindered that situation)
Identify the Lies

Let’s return to the situations that we listed at the beginning. Satan desires to use the situations
that people experience in life to put them in bondage. This bondage is brought about by Satan’s
deceptions (John 8:44) or accusations (Rev 12:10). This bondage affects a person’s temporal

life and could affect his or her eternal life as well.
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Let’s look at some of the lies that children may believe due to their situations.

1. Situation: A child’s parents get divorced.
a. Lie: God doesn’t love me.
2. Situation: A teen starts doing drugs.
a. Lie: I am too sinful for God to forgive me.
3. Situation: A child experiences frequent abuse.
a. Lie: God cannot exist if there is so much suffering in my life.
4. Situation: A child’s father is in jail and the child is repeatedly told by his family, “You are
going to be just like your dad.”
a. Lie: | could never change or be different than my dad.
5. Situation: A family has limited resources for buying food and the children are hungry.

a. Lie: God doesn’t care about me personally.

When children get these lies planted in their head, consciously or unconsciously they think
about them, and these lies bring bondage. But remember, these lies are not a label and just
because a person is in this particular situation doesn’t automatically mean that he or she is

going to believe this lie. Satan knows each person’s weakness and where to get them.

“Without a secure fortress in which they can hide, they [in our case, children] are left to
experience life’s difficulties unsheltered. Whenever they fail or encounter hurts, disappointment,

or criticism they are left empty and unsure of where to turn.” Sarah Mally>*
Freedom is Found in God’s Word

What is the secure fortress that children need when they experience trials in life? God and His
Word. Where is the freedom from Satan’s lies found? In God’s Word. Jesus said that when we
abide in his Word, then we will know the truth, and then we will be set free. (John 8:31-32). In
Lesson 1 — The Bible is Authoritative, facts were covered to explain how we know that the Bible
is God’s authoritative Word. What were some of those facts? (Answers include Jesus testified to
it, God’s character demands it, history recognizes and sets the precedent for it, and the authors
said so. If you have not taught Lesson 1 you could say “There are many facts that show that the
Bible is God’s Word like...[ list the examples given above and then tell the students to

investigate more on their own.]) The fact that the Bible is actually God’s Word and not just some

> Speak Truth in Your Heart, Sarah Mally, Pg. 96
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book with wise sayings that makes us feel better, really matters. If the Bible was just a collection
of wise old sayings, then it doesn’t have true authority. You might as well tell kids to memaorize
something from Confucius or their favorite celebrity, if that makes them feel better. Since the
Bible is from God, that should be our authority to guide us and give us hope in the midst of
trials. It's not just personal preference. Only God’s Word has power over Satan, brings healing

and freedom to our soul, and has the authority to set us free from lies.

Here is an illustration of how Satan can use a situation to bring someone into bondage through

believing lies, but how God’s Word brings freedom.

(NOTE TO INSTRUCTOR: You could share a personal story instead of the one below.)

“When my grandfather passed away when | was 18; a lot of people gave me Scripture
verses. During that time | believed a lie that God didn’t love me and He didn’t see the
pain that | was going through so | pushed His Word away. | thought, ‘Those are nice
words, but they don’t apply to me.” That was wrong, but | based my decision to believe

God’s Word on my feelings.

‘But during that time, | was also studying for the National Bible Bee. For that competition,
we had to memorize 800 Bible verses and so Scripture memory and review was a
necessary part for participation. This forced me to meditate on God’s Word, whether |

wanted to or not.

‘One Scripture that jumped out at me was Job 13:15: “‘Though he slay me, | will hope in
him.” This verse convicted me because | hadn’t had the tragedy that Job had and yet he
was able to say that he still hoped in God. Meditating on the truth of this verse began my

journey back to trusting in God’s goodness.” ~Hanna
» Meditate on God’s Word

1. Our Minds need to be Renewed
a. Romans 12:2* - “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewal of your mind...”
b. Metamorphoo = “Transformed” in Greek
I. This is where the English word “metamorphose” comes from, like with a

butterfly.
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ii. A caterpillar doesn’t force itself to change into a butterfly; it naturally
does it because that is what God created it to do. When you meditate
on God’s Word, you aren’t forcing yourself to change. You aren’t even
necessarily forcing yourself or convincing yourself to believe it. You are
allowing God’s Word to change you by intentionally thinking about it.

2. We Need to Speak Truth to Our Hearts
a. Meditating on God’s Word is what Psalm 15:2* refers to when it says to “speak
truth to your heart.”
b. Did you know that you speak to yourself all the time?

i. ‘DON'T GET MAD.”

i. “lam a failure” or “That was so stupid.”

iii. “Today is a great day” or “l am so blessed”.

iv.  Mulling your thoughts over and over in your mind (worry).

v.  Singing your favorite song without trying or realizing it.

We speak to ourselves every day, but we don’t realize it. These words, even though they aren’t
spoken out loud, do take root, bloom and have an impact on our lives...especially if we get in
the habit of saying them and believing them—because our thoughts are like a garden. Since we
are already speaking to ourselves, we need to be sure that we are speaking words of truth and

meditating on thoughts that are right (Philippians 4:8), not lies.

But just like learning a language does not happen automatically so speaking the language of
truth must be learned as well. “As our mind is renewed through God’s word, we replace thinking
patterns of fear, doubt selfishness, and pride with patterns of faith, humility, thankfulness, and

praise which leads to freedom and victory.” Sarah Mally >

Speaking truth to your heart is not a magic formula that makes all the pain go away or makes
everything better. But it does make us draw near to the only One who can provide healing,
comfort, freedom, and hope. Doubting God’s character only increases our pain and bondage. In
2 Corinthians 10:5 Paul says that we must take captive every though to make it obedient to
Christ. This is so we are not deceived by Satan to meditate and build our lives on his lies which

lead to bondage. God wants us to meditate on His truth.

Speak Truth in your Heart by Sarah Mally - Pg 13
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Going back to the lie examples that we looked at earlier based on our scenarios—here are
some verses that could be meditated on in these particular situations that would bring truth and

freedom from these lies.>®

1. Lie: God doesn’t love me.*
a. Truth: Ephesians 3:17-19
2. Lie: I am too sinful for God to forgive me.
a. Truth: Psalm 86:5, 130:3-4, 1 John 1:9, Ps 103:12
3. Lie: God cannot exist if there is so much suffering in my life.
a. Truth: Romans 5:8, Genesis 50:20
4. Lie: | could never change.*
a. Truth: 2 Corinthians 5:17, 1 Corinthians 6:9-11
5. Lie: God doesn’t care about me personally.
a. Truth: 1 Peter 5:7, Psalm 40:5, 139:17-18

I encourage you to make your own list of verses from Scripture that would counter the lies that
you or others believe. Having a running list ahead of time, will be a helpful reference to yourself
when you are going through a trial and need to speak God'’s truth to your heart or when you
need to share Scripture with a friend or child going through a trial. A book about God’s
promises, which has different topics and multiple Scriptures that address those topics might be

a good reference to have to identify pertinent Bible verses for a particular situation.
Top 10 keys for Meditating on Scripture

(You can draw the student’s attention to this list in their Student Notes and tell them to read this
list on their own and these tips will be shared in more detail in Lesson 3 — Memorizing and
Meditating on God’s Word.)

1. Memorize it.
Copy it and put it somewhere where it can be seen often.
3. Repeat it aloud, at least once a day.
i.  Emphasize different words each time you say the verse.
Set an alarm or get in the habit of saying it at a certain time of day (like before you eat).

Intentionally think about it before you go to bed.

% Speak Truth in your Heart by Sarah Mally
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6. Pray the verse.
Ask discovery questions about the verse and let God teach you or research the answers.
i.  What characteristic of God is revealed in this verse?
ii.  What characteristic of man is revealed?

iii.  What does God mean when he says ?

iv.  How does this apply to my life?
Look up key words from the verse in a Bible dictionary or concordance.
Write down what God teaches you about the verse.
10. Share your insights with someone else

» Conclusion

A lot of the time you won’t be able to change the situation that the child is in, or you may not be
able to have a long term relationship with them. However, you can give the child something that
will extinguish the flaming darts of the Evil One and free them from spiritual bondage which will

definitely have a positive impact on their temporal and, hopefully, eternal life. God’s Word will

have a lasting impact in their life, long after you leave.

“God’s Word has the answer for discouragement—and it is not in trying to feel good about
ourselves [or think “positively” instead of “negatively”.] The answer is to set our gaze on Jesus
Christ and to see our new identity in Him. It’'s not that we are anything good in ourselves, we are

not good. ... But Jesus is good! And we are IN HIM!"*’

(OPTIONAL HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT: Have the students make a list of 5 scenarios, 5 lies
that might be believed due to those scenarios, and at least 5 Scriptures that bring truth to those

situations.)

> Speak Truth in Your Heart, Sarah Mally, - Pg. 93
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1)

2)

Thought Box
Why should Scripture be our primary tool for ministering to children’s needs? Since
Scripture is God’s Word, it contains the wisdom of God which is more powerful and
beneficial than the “wisdom” of man. Many physical problems have spiritual roots, which find
their resolution in believing the promises of God instead of being in the bondage of Satan.
The Gospel meets mankind’s greatest need, regardless of physical wants. 2 Timothy 3:16

How has God’s Word helped you in a particular situation? Answers will vary.

» Resources for Further Study on this Topic

Character Resources - www.networkerstec.com/character.html

“Helping Children in Trials and Changes” - www.networkerstec.com/suffering-

children.html

YouTube - Suffering and Evil: The Logical Problem (Part 1) — Uploaded by drcraigvideos
- https://youtu.be/k64YJYBUFLM

YouTube - Suffering and Evil: The Probability Version — Uploaded by drcraigvideos -
https://youtu.be/cxj8ag8Ntd4

Book - Speak Truth in your Heart: Replacing Lies with God’s Word by Sarah Mally
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Download more EQUIP lessons at

www.networkerstec.com/equip-curriculum.html

T — ‘
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Questions/Comments

www.networkerstec.com/contact-us.html

NETworkers TEC
Providing members of the body of Christ with a network of TRUTH
tools to assist them in their Biblical discipleship of the next generation.

www.networkerstec.com
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