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Lesson 1 – He Said, She Said?  

Biblical Authority is More than Hearsay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

Did you grow up singing the beloved children song “Jesus Loves Me”? The first verse starts out 

with, “Jesus loves me this I know for the Bible tells me so.” How do we know that Jesus loves 

us? The Bible tells us so. 

 

Link: This is an appeal to Biblical authority. How do we know the Bible is authoritative? If the 

Bible is not authoritative, then the task of caring for children is merely a preference (like how 

some prefer to have a clean room while others do not). But if the Bible is authoritative, then it 

behooves us to see what it says and to seek to obey it. First, let’s consider what the Bible is. 

 

What is the Bible? 

1. A biography (a record about God) and in some ways an auto-biography since God is 

the author of the Bible. 

 

2. Special/Specific Revelation about God, His doings, instructions, and salvation vs. 

General Revelation (Creation - Romans 1:20, Psalm 19:1) that proclaims God exists. 

 

3. “…A reliable collection of [66] historical documents written down by eyewitnesses during 

the lifetime of other eyewitnesses. They reported to us supernatural events that took 

place in fulfillment of specific prophecies and claimed that their writings are divine rather 

than human in origin."1 

 

                                                
1
 Voddie Baucham: This is why we believe the Bible is true – Uploaded by Wretched - https://youtu.be/txbC6j71bng 

Specific Objectives: The teacher will… 

1. Understand that the Bible is authoritative because it is God’s Word. 

2. Learn evidence that shows the Bible is God’s Word. 

3. Be motivated to obey the instructions given in the Bible (specifically about child evangelism) 

because it is God’s authoritative Word. 
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4. The Bible was written by 40 authors, over a period of 1,500 years, on 3 continents, in 3 

languages, and yet tells the same narrative without contradiction.  

 

5. TRUTH! (Psalm 119:160, John 17:17) 

While TRUTH is probably a word that you would use to describe the Bible, it is 

not the word that many of our children and teens are hearing to describe the 

Bible. What word(s) do you think they are hearing to describe the Bible? 

(Suggestions might include unscientific, outdated, old-fashioned, horrific, 

genocidal2, homophobic, fake, fiction, false, myth, fable, unreliable, not true, 

unhistorical, merely good teaching, just another library book, opinion, etc.) While 

our children and teens may not intentionally grasp on to these descriptions right 

now, they are certainly hearing them from the world, and maybe these words are 

causing them to doubt the foundation they have been taught. That is why the 

concept of truth is so important.  

 

Let’s say that you are beginning to teach a new group of kids. Which of these 

statements do you think you should start with? A. Truth exists – B. God exists – 

C. Jesus is the Savior – D. The Bible is God’s Word. (Have audience vote) While 

all of the concepts are important, choice A (truth exists) is probably the most 

important concept to start with because truth is being undermined in today’s 

culture causing the crumbling of our children’s faith later on in life (more on that 

in later lessons); if a young person does not understand that absolute truth 

exists, then the Bible becomes mere preference that can be followed or 

disregarded as one sees fit. Personal autonomy becomes king. If truth does not 

exist, then the Bible is not true and would really be a waste of time to study or 

base one’s temporal and eternal life around.  

 

We know that absolute truth must exist because to deny so is self-defeating and 

foolishness. For example, if you say that truth does not exist, then you just said 

something you thought was true making the statement “truth does not exist” 

                                                
2
 Atheist Richard Dawkins refers to God as a Moral Monster using this description “The God of the Old Testament is 

arguably the most unpleasant character in all fiction: jealous and proud of it; a petty, unjust, unforgiving control-freak; 
a vindictive, bloodthirsty ethnic cleanser; a misogynistic, homophobic, racist, infanticidal, genocidal, filicidal, 
pestilential, megalomaniacal, sadomasochistic, capriciously malevolent bully.” The God Delusion – Since the Bible is 
where Dawkins draws his characterization of God, this is how he must view the teachings of the Bible too. 
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false. Truth is embedded into the framework of the world...you can deny it, but it 

will never cease to exist.  

 

The Bible says that God’s Word is truth. This means that God’s Word is reality 

and describes the way things really are. God’s Word, and the account recorded 

and instructions given therein are not friendly suggestions, fables, or options. 

They are absolute truth. Since the Bible is God’s true and authoritative Word, all 

of those other descriptions that we suggested earlier (unscientific, outdated, old-

fashioned, etc.) cannot be true. This is due to the law of non-contradiction, which 

states that opposing views cannot be true at the same time in the same way. So 

since truth exists, and the Bible is God’s Word and God cannot lie, the Bible must 

be true and contain the truth for our temporal and eternal lives. This is extremely 

important for children and teens to cement into their worldview if they are to 

stand firm in a world of confusion. 

 

How do you know that the Bible is God’s Word? 

1. The Bible Tells Me So! – “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness.” (*2 Timothy 3:16 – 

bold and emphasis mine) 

 

The concept of God breathing out the Scripture is called the doctrine of inspiration. 

While our English word “inspiration” often denotes the idea of breathing into something, 

the Greek word, theópneustos, used in this verse denotes the idea of God breathing 

OUT something; this means that the Bible is a result from God.3  

 

“God superintended the human authors of the Bible so that they composed and recorded 

without error His message to mankind in the words of their original writings.”4 

 

Through Scripture confirming Scripture, it is clear that all of Scripture is God-breathed and 

authoritative.  

a. The Old Testament (Luke 24:45, Luke 4:21). 

b. The New Testament (1 Timothy 5:18, 2 Peter 3:16) 

                                                
3
 Basic Theology by Charles Ryrie – pg. 78 

4
 Basic Theology by Charles Ryrie – pg. 81 – Inspiration refers to the original writings, not the copies or translations 

although God also has overseen the transmission of his Word. 
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In 1 Timothy 5:18 Paul combines an Old Testament passage (Deuteronomy 

25:4) and a New Testament passage (Luke 10:7) and equates them both as 

Scripture. This is significant that Paul equates the writing of Luke, written only a 

few years before 1 Timothy, on equal authority as the writing of the Pentateuch, 

an already established and sacred part of God’s Word which was written 

thousands of years before the time of 1 Timothy. This shows that Paul, through 

the guidance of the Holy Spirit, was saying that both the Old and now New 

Testament are God’s Word. 

 

 

 

 

2. The authors said so – The authors of the Bible often claimed that their writings were 

from the authority of the Lord, not their own authority.  

a. Prophets – Jeremiah 1:2*, Ezekiel 1:3 

b. Apostles – (Paul) 1 Corinthians 2:13* and 1 Thessalonians 2:13, (Peter) 2 Peter 

1:16-21, (John) Revelation 1:1 

 

3. Miracles confirm the message. 

In the past, when a king had an important message, he would write the decree, seal 

it with his signet ring, and then a messenger would deliver the message. The seal 

was a unique design only the king possessed, signifying a genuine message from 

him. A miracle is like a seal, because it is a sign from God to man that the 

message delivered is from God. The Bible records key messengers from God 

(Moses, Elijah and Elisha, the apostles) who did miracles, to confirm that their 

message came from God.  

 

4. The Canon of Scripture is the Recognized and Acknowledged Word of God. 

The canon of Scripture is the collection of books that have met certain tests or criteria to 

be God’s Word (i.e. the 66 books of the Bible). It is important to note that the councils 

that met to discuss the canon of Scripture did not decide which books were canonical. 

They merely discovered, “…recognized, and acknowledge what is true because of the 

“[God-breathed inspiration of the Scripture] is not something theologians have forced on the Bible. 

Rather it is a teaching of the Bible itself, a conclusion derived from the data contained in it.” 

Basic Theology by Charles Ryrie – pg. 76 
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intrinsic inspiration of the books, as they were written.”5 Here are some things that testify 

to the legitimacy of the books of the Bible as God’s Word (Tell students to jot down their 

own notes on the blanks for these points):  

a. Eyewitness Testimony – Written by a prophet of God, an apostle, or eyewitness 

to the event.  

b. Archeological Testimony – The Dead Sea Scrolls (all of the books of the Old 

Testament were found among the Dead Sea Scrolls, except the book of Esther, 

as well as commentaries on these books).  

c. Historical Testimony – Josephus (Jewish historian after the time of Christ) 

acknowledges all of the books of the Old Testament as books that Jews held 

sacred. 

d. Church Acceptance – During the early church, many of the eye witnesses to the 

people and events recorded were still alive to vet the information, books, and 

letters of the New Testament (example: 1 Corinthians 15:6). It was during this 

time that the early church widely accepted the 27 books of the New Testament 

as God’s true Word. 

e. Chain of Custody – “… There is an unbroken chain of testimony from the 

apostles to the early church fathers regarding the authorship and authenticity of 

the New Testament.”6 For example, John the apostle had a disciple named 

Polycarp (69–155 A.D.) who had a disciple named Irenaeus (130–202 A.D.). 

Polycarp and Irenaeus collectively quote 23 of the 27 books of the New 

Testament as the authentic Word of God.7 

f. Early Testimony – Other early church fathers quoted from the New Testimony 

like Clement (95 A.D.) and Ignatius (107 A.D.). 

g. Councils – Most of the books of the New Testament were accepted as God’s 

Word by 200 A.D. but all of them were officially recognized by the Council of 

Hippo in 393 A.D.8 Other councils also met together to discuss the canon of 

God’s Word but the same books of the Bible that we have today, were 

acknowledged as God’s Word.  

 

                                                
5
 Basic Theology by Charles Ryrie – pg. 119 

6
 I Don’t Have Enough Faith to be an Atheist by Norman Geisler and Frank Turek – pg. 368 

7
 I Don’t Have Enough Faith to be an Atheist by Norman Geisler and Frank Turek – pg. 368  

8
 I Don’t Have Enough Faith to be an Atheist by Norman Geisler and Frank Turek – pg. 369                                                                         
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Why Can You Trust the Bible’s Testimony to be God’s Word?  

Anyone can write the words “This is from God” and claim that a message is from God. Let’s 

consider the evidence for how we know that the Bible is actually authoritative and from God.  

 

1. Jesus’ Testimony  

a. The Old Testament - “… On ninety-two occasions Jesus and his apostles 

support their position by saying ‘it is written’ (or the equivalent) and then quoted 

the Old Testament [Matthew 4:4, 7,10, Acts 15:13-18, Romans 3:9-19]. Why? 

Because Jesus and his apostles considered the Old Testament Scriptures to be 

the written Word of God, and thus the ultimate authority for life.” 9 

 

b. The New Testament - Jesus promised that God, the Holy Spirit, would be the 

one to guide His disciples when they authored what we now call the New 

Testament. John 14:26, 16:12-13 

Here’s another way to think about it: 

If Jesus, who is God, teaches something then it is true because God cannot lie. 

Jesus taught that the Bible is God’s Word. 

Therefore, it is true that the Bible is the Word of God.10 

2. God’s Character  

a. It is impossible for God to lie (Hebrews 6:18) because lying is contrary to His 

nature and would be a violation of His holiness. Therefore, it is impossible for 

God’s Word to be in error. 

b. The authors claimed that their writings were from God, and God used miracles to 

give His stamp of approval. 

 

3. Self-Authentication - The Bible Claims to be God’s Word. 

Many skeptics say the Bible cannot self-authenticate itself as the Word of God because that is 

circular reasoning. Circular reasoning means that A proves B, but you depend on B to prove A; 

the Bible (A) is God’s Word (B), because God said so (B) in the Bible (A).  Here are a few 

responses you can give to answer the objection of circular reasoning.  

 

                                                
9
 I Don’t Have Enough Faith to be an Atheist by Norman Geisler and Frank Turek – pg. 357 

10
 I Don’t Have Enough Faith to be an Atheist by Norman Geisler and Frank Turek – pg. 375-376 
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a. Circular reasoning, though weak, is still valid – If the claim that the Bible is God’s 

Word because it says so is circular to some extent, it is not a true logical fallacy that 

would deem the statement incorrect…it’s merely a weak argument but still has a valid 

point.  

 

b. The validity of God’s Word is backed with evidence, which shows that it is not 

circular reasoning - The assumption with circular reasoning is that you are using your 

conclusion to support your premises without external evidence. However, the conclusion 

that the Bible is God’s Word is not merely drawn from the words “All Scripture is God 

breathed” but also drawn from the evidence already mentioned in this lesson (author’s 

testimony, God’s character, miracles, etc.). When Christians say the Bible is God’s Word 

because it says so, it is not true circular reasoning because we have evidence to back 

up that statement.  

 

c. Self-Authentication is a valid authority - General self-authentication isn’t necessarily a 

bad thing. We self-authenticate ourselves all the time. For example, what is something 

that you thought about yesterday? (Let someone in the audience respond.) How do I 

know that you thought that? Can I peer inside your brain and see a record of your 

thoughts? No, but I trust your testimony. By telling me what you thought yesterday, you 

have just self-authenticated yourself. Often thoughts lead to actions to help us know a 

person’s thoughts, but one of the main ways that I can know your thoughts is by you 

telling me. I must trust your statement by faith. The same idea can be applied to the 

Bible. The Bible says it has been breathed-out by God, therefore we can trust that His 

testimony is sure (Psalm 19:7). 

 

Why did God give us the Bible? Although there are many reasons why God gave us the 

Bible, 2 Timothy 3:16-17 gives a key reason, "All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable 

for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of 

God may be complete, equipped for every good work." (Bold and emphasis mine) 
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Summary - Nine Reasons to Trust the Bible11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion: Does the authority of the Bible make a difference?  

If you don’t have a strong WHY for doing something, or if you don’t have an authoritative 

instruction to do something, then choices are made strictly on convenience. For example, how 

many people do you know (or maybe you are one of them) that have good intentions and make 

a New Year’s resolution to exercise everyday but then get off the treadmill before January is 

done?  

 

For many people, this New Year’s resolution is made out of guilt, a nagging feeling that they 

ought to exercise, to look good, or keep up with those around them. Because their WHY for 

doing it isn’t of life or death consequence, it’s mainly a convenience that can be forgotten, 

avoided, or deprioritized when other things come along. 

 

But what if a heart doctor told you that if you don’t go to the gym every day to exercise and lose 

weight, you will die of heart disease in a few years. That motivation, as well as the authoritative 

command, will motivate you to keep going when the going gets tough, you want to quit, it’s 

inconvenient, being comfortable is easier, and  your friends are doing something else. 

 

Challenge  

Authority and motivation are two keys to getting the job done! The same is true for 

working with the next generation. Many view the task of working with children as an 

option...it’s a convenience that people with “special” callings do. But when it’s too hard 

                                                
11 Scripture Under Scrutiny – Speaker Brian Edwards (Answers in Genesis) 

 

ccuracy [of text and transmission] demonstrates it. 

nity [of message] supports it – All 66 books tell the same narrative. 

hinking minds endorse it. 

uman nature requires it – We need an absolute guide for life. 

ur Savior taught it.  

evelation [prophecy] confirms it. 

t’s own claim demands it. 

he character of God secures it. 

our personal experience/testimony illustrates it. 
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or uncomfortable then you give up or sit on the sidelines and let someone else do it. But 

if the King of the universe has given you instructions for working with the next 

generation then that fact changes everything!  

 

The instructions in God’s Word aren’t merely friendly suggestions to do if you feel like it 

or if it’s convenient…it’s the very Word of God which carries the authority of the King of 

the universe! The authority of God’s Word is the motivation that will get you in the game 

and keep you going when the going gets tough! 

 

“…If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength God provides, so that in all things God 

may be praised through Jesus Christ….” 1 Peter 4:11* 

 

Just like we know that Jesus loves us because the Bible tells us so, there are many other things 

that the Bible tells us so. And since the Bible is truly God’s authoritative Word, as we examined 

in this lesson, knowing what God says and following it is of utmost importance! In Lesson 2, we 

will learn what God’s authoritative Word says about the children He loves and His calling to 

minister to children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources for Further Study on this Topic 

 Lecture DVD - Scripture Under Scrutiny – Speaker Brian Edwards (Answers in Genesis) 

 Curriculum for Kids – Yes, God is Real - www.networkerstec.com/curriculum.html  

 Course – Footing Before Foundation - www.networkerstec.com/apologetics.html 

 Book/Curriculum – I Don’t Have Enough Faith to be an Atheist by Norman Geisler and Frank Turek 

 Book/Pamphlet – Why Trust the Bible from Rose Publishing 

 Book - How the Bible Came to Us by Meryl Doney 

 Book – How Do you Know the Bible is From God? by Kyle Butt 

 YouTube - Voddie Baucham: This is why we believe the Bible is true – Uploaded by Wretched  

 YouTube - Is the Bible truly God's Word? – Uploaded by Got Questions Ministries 

Thought Box 

1) How do we know that the Bible is God’s Word? (Because the Bible says so, Jesus said 

so, the authors said so, miracles confirmed that it was so, early church fathers said so, God 

said so and God cannot lie…etc.) 

 

2) Does the authority of the Bible make a difference? (Yes, it provides the motivation for 

people to believe and follow the instructions in the Bible.) 
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