Lesson 2 - The Biblical Basis for Child Evangelism

Specific Objectives: The teacher will...
1. Learn the Biblical basis for child evangelism.

2. Reject the philosophies of the world about children; believe God'’s truth about ministering

to children.

Realize the need for ministering to children.

» Introduction

In our last session (Lesson A — He Said, She Said? Biblical Authority is More than Hearsay), we

Desire to evangelize and disciple children.

discussed how we know the Bible is God’s Word. What are some of the ways we know the Bible
is God’'s Word? (Let audience respond). Since the Bible is God’s Word, that provides the
authority and motivation to follow its commands, even when it is a challenge or pushes us
outside of our comfort zone. Now we are going to see what God’s authoritative Word says about
child evangelism by addressing the question: What is the Biblical basis for child

evangelism?

Much of this teaching comes from the book “Children — A Biblical Perspective: What the Bible
Teaches about Children” by Dr. Sam Doherty, published by Child Evangelism Fellowship.
Quotes from the book are footnoted, and a link is given in the resource section to download a

free PDF copy of the book.

» Gospel Passages

1. Matthew 18:1-14 — the strongest argument for child evangelism and conversion
(Have students turn to this passage and someone read the passage aloud)
a. Verses 1-4 - Theme: “Greatness in the Kingdom”; [Jesus] “teaching His disciples about
themselves [through children], encouraging them to imitate children and be humble.”
i. Verse1 - The disciples ask: “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of Heaven?”
ii. Verse 2 -Inresponse, Jesus calls a child to illustrate who could enter Heaven.
1. Child (in the Greek) = paidion. This word “implies a younger child

(perhaps seven years old or younger).”?

! Children — A Biblical Perspective, Doherty - Pg. 52
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iii. Verses 3-4 - “Instead of giving them the qualification for greatness in the kingdom
of Heaven and telling them who was the greatest, He gave them the
qualifications for ENTRANCE into the kingdom of Heaven. Doesn’t that make
sense? There is no point speaking of greatness in the kingdom unless we are
sure that we are in the kingdom.”

1. Converted = strepho (in Greek), meaning to literally “turn around” or
metaphorically “to turn one's self from one's course of conduct, i.e. to

" When one is converted to Christianity, one literally

change one's mind.
changes his or her mind from loving sin to turning away from sin. This is
an action that only God can do, men cannot do it on their own.

2. A person must express this conversion as a child would—that is, in
humble faith (verse 4). Sam Doherty puts it this way, “...conversion
necessitates, the Lord Jesus says, likeness to a child—to become
teachable, open, simple, trustful, humble, dependent, sensitive, and
submissive. These are all childlike characteristics or qualities, and the
Lord Jesus tells His disciples and people today that to be converted (to
turn), to enter the kingdom of Heaven one must become like children and

have these qualities.”

Conclusion about Child Evangelism: The fact that Jesus uses the humility and faith of a
young child as the qualification for entering Heaven and the standard for who is the greatest,
implies that a child must be able to enter into the kingdom and is very valuable to Jesus.
b. Verses 5-14 - Theme: “Children in the Kingdom”; “[through children, Jesus teaches His
disciples about children,] encouraging them to understand, help, and reach children.”®
i.  Verses 5-6a - Children Can Believe
1. Jesus shows how much he values children by saying that anyone who
receives a child in His name receives Him as well.

2. Child/little one = mikros (in Greek), meaning “small [or] little”.”

% “HELPS Word-studies for paidion (Strong’s G3813),” Bible Hub, accessed September 13, 2014,
http://biblehub.com/greek/3813.htm

® Children — A Biblical Perspective, Doherty - Pg. 55

* “Dictionary and Word Search for strepho (Strong's G4762),” Blue Letter Bible, accessed September 13,
2014, http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?strongs=G4762

® Children — A Biblical Perspective, Doherty — Pg. 56

® Children — A Biblical Perspective, Doherty - Pg. 52

" “Dictionary and Word Search for mikros (Strong's G3398),” Blue Letter Bible, accessed September 13,
2014, http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?strongs=G3398&t=ESV
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3. Believe = pisteuo (in Greek). This is the same word for “believe” that
is used in Acts 16:31 and John 3:16. These verses are commonly
used to invite people to believe in the Lord Jesus. Since Jesus uses
this same word to describe the belief of little children, it is quite
evident that little children (mikros) can put their trust in Jesus as well.

ii. Verses 6a-9 - A Serious Warning

1. Death by drowning was a very serious form of punishment for the
Jewish people, as they saw this as the worst possible way to die.?
Jesus wanted to illustrate the seriousness of causing a little child to
sin (to offend them).

2. What could offend a child or cause him to stumble/fall? (Ask students
for examples of each one of these, or provide personal examples from
situations that you have observed or possible situations).

e Wrong Example

e Wrong Attitude

e Expecting too much of them after salvation (i.e. immediate
change/Christian growth)

e Wrong Teaching

“Are we stepping stones or stumbling blocksg” ~Dr. Sam Doherty

3. Verses 7 through 9 give a short reminder about the gravity of sin.
Even going to the extreme of removing a member of one’s body to
keep from sinning or to keep from causing others to sin.

4. “The hand stands for action, the foot for conduct, and the eyes for
desire.”

5. “These two verses [verses 8-9] are a kind of parenthesis in this
passage because they relate to ourselves rather than to children, and
these two verses develop the concept of offenses. ... At the same
time we need to be reminded that if we offend ourselves and cause
ourselves to stumble, not only will we suffer the consequences, but

the children we minister to will also be gravely affected.”*°

8 Progressive Methods of Child Evangelism Manual, Child Evangelism Fellowship, Inc. - Pg. 10
° Children — A Biblical Perspective, Doherty - Pg. 65
1% Children — A Biblical Perspective, Doherty - Pg. 65

©NETworkers TEC LLC — www.networkerstec.com



http://www.networkerstec.com/

iii. Verse 10 — Believing Children have Ministering Angels

1. Other places in Scripture mention angels in relation to believers (Hebrews
1:14, Luke 16:22, Acts 5:19). Since there are angels attending to these
children, children must be able to believe in Jesus. This verse (10) also
continues the same thought as verse 6, which directly relates to believing
children.

2. Despise (not the way we usually use it) = To “... esteem lightly, seeing as
insignificant or detestable; to treat with contempt or disregard; devalue
. ..”ll

1. This is a warning to adults not to despise or look down on
children. God has esteemed them so highly as to assign them
angels, who always have access to the Father.

iv.  Verses 11-13 — A Parable about Sheep

1. A parable is a story with a moral. The moral of this story is the Shepherd’s
“... diligence in seeking His Sheep ... [and] His delight in saving His
sheep. ... And they challenge us to have that same diligence so that we
can participate in that same delight.”*

2. Jesus gives this parable to teach His disciples that children are lost
(Romans 6:23) and are in need of being found (Luke 19:10). Just like a
shepherd would leave his 99 sheep to find the ONE that is missing, so
Jesus had come to save even ONE child. And He delights greatly when
that child is found/saved.

v. Verse 14 -

1. “Little ones”, again, in this verse is mikros, and God does not want any of
these little ones to perish.

2. The word “perish” used here is the same word used in John 3:16, “... will
not perish, but will have eternal life.” [bolded mine]. Jesus came to save
adults and children so they will not perish but believe in Him and have

eternal life. Salvation is no respecter of age.

Conclusion about Child Evangelism: The words used in this passage (e.g. believe and

perish) in relation to children are the same words used elsewhere in Scripture when talking

" “HELPS Word-studies for kataphroneo (Strong’s G2706),” Bible Hub, accessed September 13, 2014,
http://biblehub.com/greek/2706.htm
'2 Children — A Biblical Perspective, Doherty - Pg. 69

©NETworkers TEC LLC — www.networkerstec.com



http://www.networkerstec.com/
http://biblehub.com/greek/2706.htm

about salvation in general. This is a hint that children can equally believe in Jesus as their
Savior. Jesus makes it clear in this passage that children are special to God, as there are
special angels attending to saved children, and the fact that He seeks “lost” children and
rejoices when they are found...just like a good shepherd. Jesus also tells a somber warning to

those that would offend or despise children.

2. Mark 10:13-16

a. Jesus’ Indignation — One of the reasons Jesus may have been so indignant with the

disciples is because they apparently had not understood/learned from His teaching in
Matthew 18 and were actively acting contrary to His command to welcome children.*®
Jesus had already told them that children were valuable to God, but they were
keeping the children from Him, offending them, and in a sense, despising them.
i. Indignant = aganakteo (in Greek) meaning “much displeased’; carries with it
a sense of grief.”** This is the only time this word is used in reference with

Jesus.

Conclusion about Child Evangelism: The purpose of this passage is to communicate Jesus’
care for children, not necessarily to promote child evangelism. This passage doesnot imply that
all children are saved but that “all, including children, who come to Jesus in childlike trust and

dependence are given free access to Jesus.”"

» Epistle Passages
1. Ephesians 1:1-3; 6:1-4
a. Paul addresses this book to the “Saints” —
i “ ... [All] Christians are saints by virtue of their connection with Jesus
Christ...This is the biblical description and calling of the saints.”*® The definition
of a saint is not determined by age but by one’s relationship with Christ.
b. Paul addresses children in this book (6:1-3)
i.  Paul’s direction to children to obey their parents in the Lord comes after his
general comments to all Christians, and then more specifically to husbands and

wives, followed by admonitions to fathers, bondservants, and masters. Since

'3 Children — A Biblical Perspective, Doherty - Pg. 83

1 Progressive Methods of Child Evangelism Manual - Pg. 17

> Progressive Methods of Child Evangelism Manual - Pg. 18

1% “What are Christian Saints According to the Bible?,” GotQuestions.org, accessed September 13, 2014,
http://www.gotguestions.org/saints-Christian.html#ixzz3CsBz 7tyc
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Paul is addressing saved people in each of these categories, it would be natural
to conclude that the children he is addressing are also saved.

ii.  Inaddition, it is the father’s job to bring them up in the discipline and instruction
of the Lord. Sam Doherty comments about this verse by saying, “...it is obvious
that both of these commands can be most effective if the children have, first of

all, been evangelized and have trusted Christ as their Savior.”*’

Conclusion about Child Evangelism: Since Paul addresses his letter to the “saints” and to
“children”, it is natural to conclude that children must be among the saved saints, which means

they can believe in the Lord as their Savior.

2. Titus 1:6
a. This passage in Titus concerns the qualification of an elder. Verse 6 states that “his
children are believers and not open to the charge of debauchery or insubordination”
(Titus 1:6). In the Greek text it reads teknon pistos which, according to the
commentary by A. R. Fausset, means “believing children... [or as] ALFORD explains,

‘established in the faith.””*®

Conclusion about Child Evangelism: This verse is very important because it indicates that
children can have a real and personal relationship with Jesus Christ. It also says that the elder’s
children are not to be open to the charge of debauchery or rebellion. While this is good advice
for all children, it should especially exemplify the life of a saved child. Salvation and
sanctification of a child must have been attainable or Paul would not have included it as a

gualification for an elder and his family.

Philosophies about Child Evangelism
There are many different philosophies/worldviews™® (i.e. attitudes, or positions) concerning child
evangelism. Let’s consider them and whether or not they pass the test of what God’s

authoritative Word says about child evangelism.

7 Children — A Biblical Perspective, Doherty — Pg. 150

8 A. R. Fausset, “Jamieson, Fausset & Brown :: Commentary on Titus 1,” Blue Letter Bible, accessed
September 14, 2014. http://www.blueletterbible.org/Comm/jfb/Tts/Tts 001.cfm?a=1130006

9 A worldview is the set of lenses through which you view the world around you. It determines what you think, how you feel,
and what you do from day to day.
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Philosophical Worldviews

Biblical Worldviews

Children are Unimportant... (Psychological
Philosophy) - It is better to spend time evangelizing teens
or adults because they have a bigger impact in society or
more temptations/pressures from the world that they need
help with in life. They are in “greater” need of the Gospel.
Childhood is a time to have fun so we can tell kids fun
stories at church, sing silly songs, and make crafts, but
children are unable to understand concrete spiritual

concepts and receive Jesus as their Savior.

Children ARE important (Mark 10:14
and Mat 18:5).

“Adults” are NOT the greatest in the
kingdom of Heaven (Matt 18:3).
Childhood IS a time to teach
spiritual truths (2 Tim 3:14-15 and Eph
6:4).

Children CAN believe in Jesus as
their Savior (Matthew 18:14).
Evangelism to ALL is a Biblical
Command (Mark 16:15).

Good teaching ought to do it! (Educational
Philosophy) - Children should be taught Biblical principles
to promote good behavior, but they do not have the mental
ability or maturity to understand the full meaning of the
Gospel because they are so young, therefore they cannot
believe in Jesus as their Savior. The teaching of salvation
should not take place until they are, at least, in their teen

years.

Children CAN believe in Jesus as
their Savior (Matthew 18:14).

The fruit of the Spirit (good
behavior), requires the indwelling of
the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23,
25).

Salvation is the first step to
understanding spiritual
concepts...otherwise mere spiritual
teaching is considered foolishness
(1 Corinthians 2:14).

Salvation is not the result of mental
understanding or maturity. It is by
grace through faith and children can
have faith to be saved. (Eph 2:8-9
and Rom 10:17).

The Age of Accountability (if a child dies before a certain
age, and the child has not believed in Jesus because he or
she is too young to grasp the Gospel, then he or she will
still have eternal life with Jesus because of the grace and
mercy of God.) - Because children are under the age of
accountability, they do not need to hear about salvation or

believe in Jesus until they are adults.

There seems to be indication that
children who die at a very young
age (like babies) but who have not
believed in Jesus do go to Heaven
(2 Sam 12:23). (Since David had
confidence that he would be with God
after his death, it is inferred that when
he says that he will go to his infant that
died that he is referring to seeing him
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in Heaven.)

Since we do not know when the age
of accountability ends, we must
always be sharing the Gospel with
children because their eternal
salvation matters, and children can
believe (Heb 9:27 and Matt 18:14)!

Safe under the Covenant (Traditional Philosophy) -
Children are saved because their parents are saved. It is
only if the child decides to leave the faith that he or she

needs to be evangelized.

Every person is accountable to the
Lord (Ezekiel 18:20).

Every person (including children)
must make a personal decision to
believe in Jesus as their Savior
(John 3:36).

Baptism Saves - Children who are baptized or confirmed

in the church are saved.

Salvation is not a result from good
works (Ephesians 2:8-9).

Only Jesus has the ability to save
you (Acts 4:12).

Salvation is a personal decision, not
an act of confirmation done at a
scheduled time (Romans 10:9-10,
13).

Good Little Boys and Girls (Innocent Philosophy) -
Children are mostly good people and do not need to be

saved.

All have sinned, including children
(Romans 3:23).

The wages of sin is a consequence
for all, but the gift of salvation is
extended to all as well (Romans 6:23
and John 1:12).

Not my job - Teaching children about Jesus is the
responsibility of the church...not the parents. Parents are
not qualified to teach their children because they don’t
have the proper education.

Scripture commands fathers (and in
wider application, both parents) to
teach their children in the Lord
(Ephesians 6:4).

God’s Word is to be taught in the
home and in everyday life
(Deuteronomy 6:7).

Members of the local church should
use their spiritual gift to teach
children (Romans 12:6-7).
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» Why Should We Evangelize Children?

1. Spiritual Condition - Children, like adults, are spiritually lost and in need of a Savior.

“... The Bible does not teach a theology of childhood which is separate from, and
different to, a theology of adulthood. Instead, the Bible gives a theology of man
which includes both children and adults. While there are many differences
between the child and the adult physically, psychologically, socially and, in some

ways, spiritually, their position before God is basically the same.”®

2. Their Hearts are Open to Believing —The window of evangelism for children is when
they are 4-14 years old. Testimony has shown that this time is when 85% of Christians
become Christians. #* Jesus’ teaching from Matthew 18 has already revealed that one
must have the heart attitude of a humble and trusting child in order to enter the Kingdom
of Heaven. It is no wonder that a majority of those who trust Christ as their Savior do so
as children. The evidence of true conversion between the ages of 4 and 14 reveals the
ability and openness of children to receive Christ.

(NOTE TO INSTRUCTOR: You could ask the students in your class to raise their
hand if they believed in Jesus as their Savior between the ages of 4-14. Often, at

least a third or half of the group will have received Christ as a child illustrating
your point.)

3. There is an Urgency because the Window is Closing
a. “By the age of 13 a child’s spiritual identity is largely set in place. This means
that what a child believes by age 13 is what he will most likely believe the rest of
his or her life.””* Therefore, the urgency is great for a child to place his trust in the
Lord and develop a Biblical worldview as this will set the trajectory of his
worldview for the rest of his life. (NOTE TO INSTRUCTOR: You may want to

ask your class to brain storm ideas for why this is so.)

%0 Children — A Biblical Perspective, Doherty - Pg. v-vi
%L Children — A Biblical Perspective, Doherty - Pg. ii
*? Children — A Biblical Perspective, Doherty - Pg. ii
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4. The Greatest Return happens when you Invest in Children

a. Imagine that you want to buy a candle with the longest burn time. One is tall,
another is medium height, and the last is short. Which one would give you the
greatest return on your investment? The tallest one of course. In the same way,
investing in the life of a child is like buying the tallest candle. It produces the

greatest return in the life of the child and in the lives of others.

Examples of well-known Christians that believed in Jesus as children are James
Dobson (3 yrs old - founder of Focus on the Family), Corrie Ten Boom (5 yrs -
WWII concentration camp survivor), Anne Graham Lotz (3 yrs - Billy Graham’s
daughter), Amy Carmichael (3 yrs - missionary to India), and Luis Palau (11 yrs —

international evangelist).

The impact of salvation in the life of a child can affect families, the Church, and
nations. (Discussion questions and ideas are below to expound on this point. You
or the students could share a personal story to illustrate this.)

i. How does trusting Christ as a child impact a child’s personal life as he
grows older? (He has the desire and ability to resist temptation and avoid
sin, he will bear fruit throughout his life, he will seek the Lord’s will for his
life, and desires to make choices that glorify God, etc..)

ii. How does trusting Christ as a child impact those around him? (As the
child grows, he will have the wisdom and desire to make choices that
glorify God as he interacts with his family, friends, teachers, employer,
and society. He will seek to evangelize others and serve the Church. As
he seeks out higher education or a vocation, he will seek to glorify God,
not himself, in what he does.)

iii.  How does trusting Christ leave a legacy for the next generation? (He will
desire to share Christ with the next generation. He will desire to raise a
family in the way of the Lord and teach his children the commandments of
God. He will desire to impact and disciple the next generation in God’s
Word).

"Children do not make up 100% of our population, but they do make up 100% of our future.” ~Anonymous

10
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» Conclusion

Do you sense the Lord calling you to evangelize children? The Biblical basis for child

evangelism is certainly there—directly from the Lord Jesus, Himself. Children can be saved and
discipled in the way of the Lord despite the belittling lies of the world and Satan. As parents and

Christian leaders, it is our duty to evangelize and disciple children so they might set their hope

in God their Salvation, and proclaim that hope to the next generation.

|

1)

2)

Thought Box

How do you know that children can be saved? (The fact that Jesus uses the humility and faith of
a child as the qualification for entering Heaven and the standard for who is the greatest, implies that
a child must be able to enter into the kingdom. Jesus also used general salvation terms like believe
and perish to describe the faith of children. Paul wrote his letter to saints and included children
which is a clue that children can be saved saints.)

Why should we evangelize kids? (The spiritual condition of the child demands it. Their hearts are
open to the Gospel, but the window to reach them closes quickly; you will most likely experience
the greatest return when a child believes in Jesus versus an adult.)

» Resources for Further Study on this Topic

Book - U-Can Know God’s Plan for Children by Dr. Sam Doherty -

www.cefbookministry.com/product/u-can-know-gods-plan-for-children

Book Children - A Biblical Perspective by Sam Doherty -

www.cefbookministry.com/product/children-a-biblical-perspective
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