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Lesson 2 –  

The Biblical Basis for Child Evangelism 

______________________________________  Passages 

1. Matt 18:1-14 — Probably the strongest argument for child evangelism and conversion. 

a. Verses 1-4 – Since Jesus uses the humility and faith of a young child 

as a qualification for entering Heaven, this implies a child must be able 

to enter the kingdom. 

b. Verses 5-14 - The words used here like believe and perish, in relation 

to children, are the same words used elsewhere in Scripture when 

talking about salvation in general. This is a hint that children can 

equally believe in Jesus as their Savior. Children are special to God; 

there are special angels attending to saved children. He seeks “lost” 

children and rejoices when they are found. Jesus also tells a somber 

warning to those that would offend or despise children. 

2. Mark 10:13-16 —The purpose of this passage is to communicate Jesus’ care for 

children, not necessarily to promote child evangelism. This passage does not 

imply all children are saved but “all, including children, who come to Jesus in 

childlike trust and dependence are given free access to Jesus.”1  

 

______________________________________ Passages 

1. Ephesians 1:1-3; 6:1-4 and Colossians 1:1-2; 3:20-21 — Since Paul 

addresses his letter to the “saints” and to “children”, children must be among the 

saved saints, which must mean they can believe in the Lord as their Savior.  

2. Titus 1:6 — Salvation and sanctification of a child must have been attainable or 

Paul would not have put it as a qualification for an elder and his family. 

 

                                                           
1
 Progressive Methods of Child Evangelism Manual, Child Evangelism Fellowship, Inc. - Pg. 18 
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Philosophical Worldviews Biblical Worldviews 

Children are Unimportant… (Psychological 

Philosophy) - It is better to spend time evangelizing 

teens or adults because they have a bigger impact 

in society or more temptations/pressures from the 

world that they need help with in life. They are in 

greater need of the Gospel. Childhood is a time to 

have fun so we can tell kids fun stories at church, 

sing silly songs, and make crafts, but children are 

unable to understand concrete spiritual concepts 

and receive Jesus as their Savior. 

 Children ARE important (Mark 10:14 and 

Mat 18:5). 

 “Adults” are NOT the greatest in the 

kingdom of Heaven (Matt 18:3). 

 Childhood IS a time to teach spiritual 

truths (2 Tim 3:14-15 and Eph  6:4). 

 Children CAN believe in Jesus as their 

Savior (Matthew 18:14). 

 Evangelism to ALL is a Biblical 

Command (Mark 16:15). 

Good teaching ought to do it! (Educational 

Philosophy) - Children should be taught Biblical 

principles to promote good behavior, but they do not 

have the mental ability or maturity to understand the 

full meaning of the Gospel because they are too 

young. Therefore, they cannot believe in Jesus as 

their Savior. The teaching of salvation should not 

take place until they are, at least, in their teen years. 

 Children CAN believe in Jesus as their 

Savior (Matthew 18:14). 

 The fruit of the Spirit (good behavior), 

requires the indwelling of the Holy 

Spirit  (Galatians 5:22-23, 25). 

 Salvation is the first step to 

understanding spiritual 

concepts…otherwise mere spiritual 

teaching is considered foolishness  (1 

Corinthians 2:14). 

 Salvation is not the result of mental 

understanding or maturity. It is by 

grace through faith and children can 

have faith to be saved. (Eph 2:8-9 and 

Rom 10:17). 

The Age of Accountability (if a child dies before a 

certain age, and the child has not believed in Jesus 

because he or she is too young to grasp the 

Gospel, then he or she will still have eternal life with 

Jesus because of the grace and mercy of God.) - 

Because children are under the age of 

accountability, they do not need to hear about 

salvation or believe in Jesus until they are adults.  

 There seems to be indication that 

children who die at a very young age 

(like babies) but who have not believed 

in Jesus do go to Heaven (2 Sam 12:23). 

(Since David had confidence he would be 

with God after his death, it is inferred when 

he says that he will go to his infant who 

died, that he is referring to seeing him in 

Heaven.) 
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  Since we do not know when the age of 

accountability ends, we must always be 

sharing the Gospel with children 

because their eternal salvation matters 

and children can believe! (Heb 9:27 and 

Matt 18:14). 

Safe under the Covenant (Traditional 

Philosophy) - Children are saved because their 

parents are saved. It is only if the child decides to 

leave the faith that he needs to evangelized. 

 Every person is accountable to the 

Lord (Ezekiel 18:20). 

 Every person (including children) must 

make a personal decision to believe in 

Jesus as their Savior (John 3:36). 

Baptism Saves -  Children who are baptized or 

confirmed in the church are saved.  

 

 Salvation is not a result from good 

works (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

 Only Jesus has the ability to save you 

(Acts 4:12). 

 Salvation is a personal decision, not an 

act of confirmation done at a scheduled 

time (Romans 10:9-10, 13). 

Good Little Boys and Girls (Innocent 

Philosophy) - Children are mostly good people and 

do not need to be saved.  

 

 All have sinned, including children 

(Romans 3:23). 

 The wages of sin is a consequence for 

all, but the gift of salvation is extended 

to all as well (Romans 6:23 and John 

1:12) . 

Not my job - Teaching children about Jesus is the 

responsibility of the church…not the parents. 

Parents are not qualified to teach their children 

because they do not have the proper education. 

 

 Scripture commands fathers (and in 

wider application, both parents) to 

teach their children in the Lord 

(Ephesians 6:4). 

 God’s Word is to be taught in the home 

and in everyday life (Deuteronomy 6:7). 

 Members of the local church should 

use their spiritual gift to teach children 

(Romans 12:6-7). 
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Why Should We Evangelize Children? 

a. _____________________________ Condition - Children, like adults, are 

spiritually lost and are in need of a Savior. 

“… The Bible does not teach a theology of childhood which is separate from, and 

different to, a theology of adulthood. Instead, the Bible gives a theology of man 

which includes both children and adults. While there are many differences between 

the child and the adult physically, psychologically, socially and, in some ways, 

spiritually, their position before God is basically the same.”2 

2. Their Hearts are _________________________ to Believing — Testimony has 

shown that between the ages of 4-14 years old, is when 85% of Christians 

become Christians. 3  

 

3. There is an _____________________________ because the Window is Closing. 

 

4. The Greatest _______________________ happens when you Invest in Children. 

 

 

 

Resources for Further Study on this Topic 

Book - U-Can Know God’s Plan for Children by Dr. Sam Doherty - 

www.cefbookministry.com/product/u-can-know-gods-plan-for-children 

 

Book Children  - A Biblical Perspective by Sam Doherty - 

www.cefbookministry.com/product/children-a-biblical-perspective 

 

                                                           
2
 Children – A Biblical Perspective, Doherty - Pg. v-vi 

3
 Children – A Biblical Perspective, Doherty - Pg. ii 

“Children do not make up 100% of our population, but they do make up 

100% of our future.” ~Anonymous 

http://www.cefbookministry.com/product/u-can-know-gods-plan-for-children
http://www.cefbookministry.com/product/children-a-biblical-perspective

