Lesson 3 - The Cultural Urge for Working with the
Next Generation

Specific Objectives: The teacher will...
1. Agree that it is better to build a “wall” vs a “hospital” when it comes to the cliff of faith and a

child’s interaction with the cliff.

|
|
|
|
|
|
I 2. Feel the burden and necessity of strengthening the faith of the next generation by presenting
i evidence for why Christianity and the Bible is true.

: Realize the battle and importance for truth in today’s culture of confusion.

i Be self-motivated to prepare to answer children’s doubts and questions with the Gospel,

|

Scripture, and evidence.

» Introduction

There was once a town that was built on top of a cliff with the sea down below and even though
the parents and the teachers would warn the kids about the dangers of falling off the cliff, most
of the kids usually fell off before they were adults. The ones that survived and were rescued
were never the same, but most of the kids were swept out to sea. One day the townspeople
decided that enough was enough, and they wanted to do something about this problem. One
person suggested building a boat dock and a clinic at the bottom of the cliff so the kids could be
rescued more quickly. But another person suggested that they build a wall at the top to keep the

kids from falling off in the first place. Which one do you think was most effective?

This story is, of course, not really about a small town; it is actually a story about the faith of our
children. A lot of kids are raised in the church and say that they believe in God and the Bible but
for various reasons when they become adults they walk away from their faith. Surveys show
that 61% of Millennials (those born between the 1980’s and 2000’s) who were raised in the
church became spiritually disengaged by the time they finished college.! They no longer go to
church, pray, or read their Bible. Renowned researcher, George Barna, says that Millennials are
the largest group of “Don’ts” in that they don’t believe, don’t know, and don'’t care if God exists.?

You might think that these Millennials fell off the cliff of faith when they went to college, but

! https://answersingenesis.org/christianity/church/already-gone/
? https://www.tonyperkins.com/get.cfm?i=WR21E04
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actually almost 40% of them had their first doubts in middle school, and some even as young as
10 years old.® This tells us that while our kids and teens are physically still in our church
buildings participating in Sunday School, AWANA, and youth camp, mentally and spiritually they

are already beginning their descent off the cliff.

That is what we know about the Millennials. This current generation of kids and teens is called
Generation Z and is still to be researched, but so far they are the largest group of religious
none’s. This is not referring to Catholic nuns. A religious none describes teens that do not want
to identify with any religion in particular. Statistics can be alarming, but what is more sobering is

when there is a young person in your life that this is true about.

What can we do to not just build a clinic at the bottom of the cliff of faith and wait for the kids to
fall off to pick up the pieces? How can we build a wall around the cliff to keep them from falling

off in the first place?
The Wall
1. Truth (Footing)

Today’s kids are taught to believe that truth does not exist. In fact, the word of the year in 2016
was “post-truth.” Post-truth means “emotions and personal beliefs are more important than
objective facts.® It means that while people may acknowledge truth, they generally do not care
about it if it gets in the way of their personal preferences.” It also means that people see no

problem with spreading or believing lies if it benefits them.®

Although children might not be formally taught about post-truth, since they are growing up in this
culture, they are learning it by osmosis from the popular mantras of the day like “share YOUR

truth”, “there are no absolutes”, and “coexist”.

Here are a couple real-life examples from children of how the belief of post truth plays out in

their life.

o When asked how old a little girl was, she replied, “I'm four, but when we go to

restaurants, I'm three!”

3 https://answersingenesis.org/christianity/church/already-gone/
* https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/word-of-the-year/word-of-the-year-2016
® http://www.breakpoint.org/2018/10/breakpoint-saving-truth-in-a-post-truth-world/
6 .
Ibid.
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e A child (age 5) was getting his math facts wrong. When his teacher corrected him he
said, “If you use your imagination | could be right.”

¢ A child (age 10) was telling his babysitter about sneaking underneath a table to eat the
cookies that were labeled “For adults only” at a party. Upon telling him that was not the
right thing to do he told the babysitter, “Well it is not a big deal. No one noticed; it did not

hurt anyone, and lots of kids were doing it.”

Here are a couple of actual examples of what young adults think about truth due to the thoughts
that were planted in them as a child.

e Age 20 - “I cannot say that absolute truth exists because we each set our own standards
for our lives. | could never tell someone that something was wrong for them if they truly
thought it was right.”

e Age 22 - “While | do not necessarily like what Hitler did to the Jews, | cannot say that
what he did was absolutely wrong. To him, he thought it was right. That was his truth.
Right and wrong depends on your situation.” (This girl grew up in a church with a parent
in the clergy.)

Truth is the footing on which all other foundational Christian teaching is built. Truth has to exist
for the statements “God is real”, “Jesus is the Savior”, and “the Bible is God’s Word” to be true
and meaningful. Otherwise if truth does not exist then there is no point teaching your children
the Bible because there is no truth! So you can see how important truth is and why there is such

a battle for truth.

When you tell your kids that “God exists”, “the Bible is true”, or that “Jesus is the Savior” you are
saying it like it is a fact, but if the footing of truth is not established in the faith of your children,
then Christianity and the other principles that they are taught at a young age are heard as mere
preferences. It is no wonder that those beliefs are abandoned when something more “favorable”
comes along. But if truth is established, then Christianity isn’t a preference. It is an unchanging
fact and gives clarity in the midst of confusion. So if we want our children to be strong in their
faith into adulthood, the footing to our “wall” that we build into the faith of our children needs to
be truth. If truth is not established first, then the foundation will eventually crumble away. Here is

an example of this in the life of an adult.
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Testimony: While witnessing at the mall, | asked a lady if Jesus was important to her.
She said, “Yes, because | am Catholic. | believe Jesus is the Savior.” | then told her that
I had just talked with a Hindu family, and they said that Jesus was not important to them
and they didn’t think He was the Savior. | asked her if this family was wrong about
Jesus. She said, “No, because each person can believe what they want and it can be

true for them.” ~Hanna

Notice that while it is a good thing that Jesus was important to this lady, her foundation in Jesus
as the only Savior quickly crumbled away because the footing of truth was not laid in her life.
Because she did not believe in absolute truth, Jesus and the truth of Christianity became an

option/preference rather than a fact to be reckoned with.

Setting truth as the footing at the beginning is very important. If a builder just poured a slab or
foundation, without digging the footings first, the foundation will crack and shift over time. And
while it can be added later, damage will be done to the home in the meantime and this problem
will be an inconvenience to the one using the building, as well as loss of time and money for the
one dealing with the problem. In the same way, while it may be possible to go back and set the

footing of truth in a person’s life, there is going to be damage and loss along the way.

So teaching the next generation that truth does exist is a real need because that will determine
how receptive they are to listening to you when you tell them you are teaching them the truth! It
will also be the footing for you to go back to teach kids that since truth does exist, people cannot
believe whatever they want and it will all be okay. Since truth exists and it affects our daily and
eternal lives, it behooves us to establish the footing of truth in the lives of our kids and teens.” If
a child knows that truth exists, hopefully that will cause him to seek to know the truth, discern
what he hears rather than blindly trusting his experiences, culture, or those around him, and to

believe and apply the truth to his life rather than his feelings. When you teach kids from God’s

Word you want them to know that what you are saying is true. It's not your preference or

personal belief. It is reality.®?

" Truth must exist, because to deny so is self-defeating. If the statement “Truth does not exist” were “true” that would
be a truth making the statement false, so the denial of truth defeats the very point it is trying to prove, demonstrating
that truth does exist.

8 This may require extra research on your part to know what the truth is so that you can share it with others.
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2. Christ (Cornerstone)

For a building a cornerstone was the first stone laid, and all the other stones were laid in
reference to that stone. In Acts 4:11* it speaks of Christ being the cornerstone of salvation and
there is salvation in no one else (Acts 4:12). A child’s personal journey of faith begins with
believing in Jesus as the Savior. It is not enough to merely be raised in a Christian environment.
Each person must make a personal decision to believe in Jesus the Savior. The goal of telling
children the truth about Christianity is not merely that they would believe THAT Christianity is
true, and everything that goes with that, but that they would believe IN Jesus as the Savior. He
is the cornerstone of their faith. That is why the goal of sharing evidence about Christianity,
should always be to share and believe the gospel, not merely to enlighten (or tickle) the mind.

3. Scripture (Foundation) — Ephesians 2:20*

In today’s society many people® claim to believe the Bible, but fail to submit to its teaching,
which really means that they don’t have a Biblical foundation.'® For example, based on a survey
from the Cultural Research Center, 49% of those surveyed who said that they had a Biblical
worldview™ accepted reincarnation as a possibility after they die and 53% believed that they
would go to Heaven by a means other than trusting in Jesus as their Savior (like good works).
Those beliefs are clearly not Biblical. If the Bible is truly your foundation, then what you believe
as truth will match that foundation; if you believe something different than what the Bible
teaches, you have the wrong foundation. We, as influencers of the next generation, need to
have the right foundation (God’s Word), and this is the foundation that we need to be laying in
our children and grandchildren. Any wavering on this and you are building your house upon the
shifting sand (the lies of Satan and the world), not on the unchanging rock of Christ and His
Word. When we teach or answer children’s questions, we need to remind them that we, their
teachers, are not the foundation, nor are they, their friends, educators, or the culture. God’s

Word is the foundation, final, and ultimate authority.

4. Evidence (Bricks)

Now that the footing, cornerstone, and foundation have been laid, now it is time to build up the

wall with bricks. In this illustration, bricks represent other pieces of evidence that help give

° 51% of adults - https://downloads.frc.org/EF/EF21E41.pdf
10 Only 6% of adults really have a Biblical worldview - https://downloads.frc.org/EF/EF21E41.pdf
" The way you see the world around you. Determines what you think, feel, and how you act.
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children confidence that Christianity is true. The higher you are able to build the wall with

bricks/evidence, the harder it is for a child to trip or climb over the wall to fall off the cliff of faith.

Evidence helps kids and teens to know that something is real. Facts give confidence to kids’
faith by helping them to identify and refute the lies of those that try and dissuade them from the
truth, as well as being something they can share with others who are also searching for the
truth.

The Importance of Evidence

Some people wonder why we have to include “evidence” into the equation when answering
children’s questions. They say, “Isn’t Scripture enough?” It is true that God’s Word is our
foundation and tells the truth. We do not need to know or have any other types of evidence. But
it is also true that God has provided other pieces of evidence to show that Christianity is true
and the Bible is God’s true Word.

R. C. Sproul said “If God Himself provides evidence for what He declares to be truth, it is
calumnious [slanderous] to repudiate the value of evidence. If God commands us to do the work

of apologetics, it is disobedience to refuse the task.”

Often the study of providing evidence for what you believe is called “apologetics”. Apologetics
does not mean to apologize for our faith. It is a Greek word from 1 Peter 3:15*; the word
“defense” in this verse is the Greek word “apologia”. Apologia can also mean “answer”. So
apologetics is giving a defense or answer for our Christian faith, not an apology. Christian
apologist, J. Warner Wallace calls it “Christian Case Making” and compares doing apologetics
to investigating a crime scene. A detective looks for evidence to determine what really
happened at a crime, and then he will make his case to describe what happened based on the
evidence that is left behind. In the same way, we can teach our kids to be Christian case
makers to investigate the evidence that shows that Christianity is true. God didn't leave us
without evidence. His fingerprints are everywhere! The evidence that God has left for us to show
us that Christianity is true includes logic, science, history, and eyewitness testimony—to name
just a few. Apologetics communicates that God’s truth is based on reality, not just on a personal

belief (bias) or a religious book.

For example, let’s say a child asks you “How do we know that Jesus is God besides the fact that

He claimed to be God?” One key piece of evidence that answers this question is Jesus’
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resurrection. All other religious leaders, teachers, and prophets who have died are still dead

because they were mere men. Only Jesus was God in human flesh. Only Jesus rose again.

How do we know that Jesus rose from the dead? One evidential piece is the dramatic change in
the lives of those who were eyewitnesses. After Jesus’ death his disciples were afraid of being
put to death for being associated with Jesus. But after his resurrection they went around boldly
proclaiming that he was alive. Remember they were eyewitnesses to Jesus’ death. They knew
for a fact that Jesus was dead. If they hadn’t truly seen Jesus alive again they would have said
so because no one in their right minds suffers for something they know is a lie. There was no
motive for the disciples to lie about his resurrection...they didn’t get rich or become powerful
rulers. Instead they received suffering, torture, and excruciating deaths for their stance that
Jesus was God, the risen Savior. The claim of Jesus’ resurrection and his disciples excruciating
testimony are not only recorded in the New Testament but also from people that were not
Christians but were historians that lived during this time period.

Sharing evidence like this is especially important for today’s children and teens. When young
adults have been asked why they have walked away from Christianity some of the top answers
have to do with the lack of evidence. For example, they say things like when they got older they
thought that science and the Bible were in contradiction and they thought there was more
evidence for science so they gave up on the Bible, that they see Bible stories and miracles as
fairy tales and have grown past such beliefs like the Easter Bunny and Santa, or that people
didn’t answer their questions about faith but just told them to keep believing.

Here’s an actual letter to a Bible club teacher from a 5™ grade girl. “I have believed and I'm
struggling. | want to believe but it's hard cause I'm thinking what if it's all just fake and some

other religion is right instead.”

Imagine if this girl does not receive an answer to her letter. Her footing seems a little shaky
since she doesn’t know what religion is true, though it does seem that she knows that truth
exists. She has the cornerstone because she said she has believed in Jesus and possibly has
the foundation of God’s Word. But because the wall around the cliff of faith is short, meaning the
evidence for why her faith is true, it is very easy for her to step over what has been laid and right
off the edge of the cliff. Because the footing, cornerstone, and foundation are often low to the
ground, she may be looking for them but because she doesn’t know where they are, she doesn’t

see them, and goes off the cliff. Maybe she begins to doubt that they are there, or are useful,
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and falls off the cliff. Whatever the reason, when she falls to the bottom, she is quickly swept

away in the current of lies and culture of confusion.

Kids and teens are looking for evidence that what you are teaching them is real. They want to
believe the right thing to make sense of the world around them, but they need confidence to
build up their own faith to protect them from influences that try and dissuade them from the
truth.

Why Do Apologetics with Kids

Simply, the reason to do apologetics with kids because the need is great and the time is
short. Only 3% of kids have a Biblical worldview"?; this includes kids inside and outside of the
church. This means that only 3% of kids believe things like there is a Creator God, the Bible is
true, | am a sinner, and Jesus is the only Savior. So the need to reach them with the truth is

immense and the time to do it in is short.

1. Timeis Short — “Give me four years to teach the children and the seed | have sown will
never be uprooted.” Does anyone know who said this? Vladimir Lenin, whose thoughts
formed the worldview of Communism. Lenin realized the impact of teaching children, do

you?

Testimony: One time | was talking with a 7yr old about God. He had not been raised in
the church but was coming to an after school Bible club in his school. After we talked for
a while, | could tell he was getting frustrated. When | asked him why he said, "Because
all my life, | have believed that there are many gods, but now | have learned that there is
only one God, and it’s hard to admit you are wrong when you have believed something

else your whole life!" ~Hanna

If it's hard for a seven year old to admit he is wrong, what about a 27 year old or a 47
year old that has made decisions, for better or for worse, based on his beliefs. A lot of
people think that you have time to build a person’s worldview during high school, and
before they go to college...but actually the foundation for their worldview has already
been poured and solidified by that time because studies show that a person’s worldview

is set between the ages of 12-14. Christian researcher, George Barna, has said that “By

12 Raising Spiritual Champions by George Barna
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the age of thirteen, most people’s worldview is so deeply formed that it rarely endures
significant change.”™ This means the way a child makes sense of the world and answers
the big questions in life like “who am 1?”, “what happens after | die?”, “where does right
and wrong come from?”, and other foundational questions has been decided before they
enter middle school. After middle school and into early adulthood, they are applying it
and seeing how it plays out. So the earlier a Biblical worldview can be built in a child’s
life, the better.

2. Satan doesn’t wait — Satan doesn't wait to steal, Kill, and destroy a person's faith until he
is an adult (John 10:10). He will lie to kids and try to convince them that there is no
evidence for Christianity but that it is merely an experience or belief that “works for you”,
an upbringing, or bias that can be exchanged for other beliefs that “work better” later on.
He wants kids to believe a counterfeit reality. We, as Christian parents, teachers, and
leaders need to be ready to teach our kids in the truth and facts so they are not deceived
by Satan.

3. Kids Question Early —Kids ask questions all the time like “Who made God?", "Did God
make evil?", "How did we get the Bible?", or “Is this stuff really true?” They are eagerly

wanting to know the truth.

4. To give them tools on how to defend and share the truth with others. —“So many young
Christians are ill prepared to face the moral, intellectual, relational, and spiritual
challenges that confront them daily. They don’t have an anchor to help ground them
amid the cultural chaos, and as a result, may find their faith shipwrecked on the shores
of our increasingly secular culture.”** The benefit of teaching kids apologetics is not just
for their own faith, but to give them tools on how to defend and share the truth with

others. This will make them effective witnesses to bring clarity in the midst of confusion.

5. To keep them from falling off the cliff of faith in the first place. — “If we do not
consciously equip young Christians with a biblical worldview, they will unconsciously
absorb the ideas of today’s culture.”” Imagine instead of parents worrying that their kids
are going to fall off the cliff, the parents are sitting and talking with their children about

life, leaning with their back against the wall. The stable wall gives the children stability

B Raising Spiritual Champions by George Barna, pg. 6
%50 the Next Generation will Know by Sean McDowell and J. Warner Wallace, Pg. 80
> S0 the Next Generation will Know by Sean McDowell and J. Warner Wallace, Pg. 80
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and security in the truth. Kids need to ask questions and investigate truth in a safe
environment and that’s what the wall gives. The wall is not a cage, or a prison; it is
stability, security, and protection in the truth. The reason that we teach children about
truth, share the Gospel, teach them God’s Word, and tell them the evidence for
Christianity is because we want kids to know the truth, choose to believe it, and walk in

the truth because truth and its consequences affect our earthly and eternal lives.

» How Do We Do Apologetics

(NOTE TO THE INSTRUCTOR — Optional: Assign this section as reading homework and
at the beginning of the next session ask a discussion question like: which “HOW”

suggestion do you want to start doing? Or which one is the hardest and why?

For the PPT slides you can choose one of the two options for this section. One slide
(#27) has all 12 points listed to show as a broad overview or if you wanted to highlight
one or two. On the other set (#28-32), each point will appear on the slide one at a time if

you were going to discuss them one by one.)

HOW you do apologetics with Generation Z is just as important as WHAT you are telling them.
Gen Z needs to hear and know the truth, but they also need to hear it in love (Ephesians 4:15);
not the world’s love that lets them believe whatever they want, but Christ-like love. What does
Christ-like love look like?

1. Parental involvement — Parents need to be the primary builders of the wall. That is their
most important job. The role of the local church is to equip parents in their job.

Listening to their doubts or questions.

w

Not belittling them or “judging” in a negative sense for asking questions, not knowing
something, or doubting.

Building a relationship with them to win an audience to be heard.

Spending time researching and taking their questions seriously.

Following through and getting back with them about their questions.

N o g s

Educating yourself on topics and issues that are a concern to them so that you can
answer Biblically.
Asking them questions to find out what they are thinking or understanding.

Reaching out to ones that seem distant.

10
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10. Being humble with your answers and acknowledging that you don’t know everything and
can be wrong. NOTE: The truth is not wrong, but you could be wrong in your
interpretation or about the things you perceive as facts. This is why it is important to
investigate things to make sure they are the truth and that you understand them
correctly.

11. Telling them Biblical truth, even when it is unpopular.

12. Connecting the Bible to their life and things going on in the culture (application) — “[One]
primary reason Gen Z disconnects from the church is our failure to equip them with a

Biblical worldview that empowers them to understand and navigate today’s culture.”*®

Conclusion

Building a wall is hard work and often “dirty” work. People may not “OOH and AAH” over it like
they would a hospital. But we build the wall, not for the accolades or commendation from others.
We build a wall of faith in the lives of our children so that they will be equipped to know truth, so
that as they get older they will be able to stand confidently in the truth of God’s Word, as well
as have an answer/defense against those that would try and dissuade them.

We must take responsibility for the instruction of our children and grandchildren. Too many have
fallen off the cliff of faith. Any investment that we make in setting the footing, pouring the

foundation, and building up the faith of the next generation is worth it!

1)

2)

Thought Box

What elements make up a strong wall? (Truth, Christ/salvation, Scripture, and evidence)

Why is a wall of faith important to build in children’s lives? (To keep kids from falling off the cliff of
faith; any of the points from the section “Why do apologetics with kids” would be appropriate)

Resources for Further Study on this Topic

Apologetics Ministries (Articles, podcasts, videos, conferences, etc.)"’

e NETworkers TEC - www.networkerstec.com/apologetics.html

e Cross Examined w/ Frank Turek - www.crossexamined.org

1% 50 the Next Generation will Know by Sean McDowell and J. Warner Wallace, Pg. 80
17 . . e . . . .

There are many different types of apologetics: presuppositional, evidential, classical, and cumulative are some of
the most popular.

11

©NETworkers TEC LLC — www.networkerstec.com



http://www.networkerstec.com/
http://www.networkerstec.com/apologetics.html
http://www.crossexamined.org/

Cold Case Christianity w/ J. Warner Wallace - www.coldcasechristianity.org

Case Makers Academy for Kids - www.casemakersacademy.com

Stand to Reason w/ Greg Koukl - www.str.org

Maven w/ Bret Kunkle — www.maventruth.com

Answers in Genesis — www.answersingenesis.org

Mama Bear Apologetics — www.mamabearapologetics.com

Raising Spiritual Champions by George Barna

| Don’t Have Enough Faith to be An Atheist by Dr. Frank Turek and Dr. Norman Geisler
Tactics by Greg Koukl

Author J. Warner Wallace (for adults and kids)

Mama Bear Apologetics (1 and 2), General Editor: Hillary Morgan Ferrer

So the Next Generation Will Know By J. Warner Wallace and Sean McDowell

A Practical Guide to Culture By John Stonestreet and Bret Kunkle

Why Won't they Listen? By Key Ham

Will They Stand: Parenting Kids to Face the Giants by Ken Ham

Author Lee Strobel his “Case For...” Series for kids, students, and adults.

Transforming Children into Spiritual Champions: Why Children Should Be Your Church's
#1 Priority by George Barna

Author Natasha Crain

How do you Know God is Real? by Kyle Butt (for kids)

How do you Know the Bible is from God? by Kyle Butt (for kids)

Saving Truth by Abdu Murray

Films/Talks

God’s Not Dead 1 and 2

A Matter of Faith

The Case for Christ

Simple Tools for Brain Surgery by Bill Jack

Session 3 - True for you but not for me w/ Brett Kunkle - https://vimeo.com/203927148

Gospel Q&A Videos - www.networkerstec.com/gga.html

12
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Voddie Baucham on Expository Apologetics: Always Use the Bible in Evangelism —

Woretched - https://wretched.org/tv/voddie-baucham-expository-apologetics-always-use-

bible-evangelism/

www.networkerstec.com/apologetics.html

Curriculum

Yes, God is Real — Apologetics for Kids by Hanna Sims and Frank Turek -

/www.networkerstec.com/curriculum.html

Footing before Foundation — High school — Adults (from Hanna) -

www.networkerstec.com/apologetics.html

“What we Believe” Series from Apologia and Summit Ministries

https://www.summit.org/curriculum

Demolishing Strongholds DVD Message Series by Answers in Genesis

Questions and Answer Ministries

One Minute Apologist - www.oneminuteapologist.com

Got Questions - www.gotquestions.org

412 Teens - www.412teens.org

GQ Kidz - www.ggkidz.org

Worldview Camp - www.summit.org and www.worldview.org

Truth

Book — Saving Truth by Abdu Murray

https://www.networkerstec.com/truth.html

Biblical Worldview Trends and Statistics

Cultural Research Center - www.arizonachristian.edu/culturalresearchcenter/research/
https://downloads.frc.org/EF/EF21E41.pdf

https://frc.org/worldview

https://www.tonyperkins.com/get.cim?i=WR21E04 (Start episode at time segment 13:09)

www.georgebarna.com
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