Lesson 4 - Children Characteristics:
Differences and Similarities

Specific Objectives: The teacher will...

Understand that teaching children is more than getting through the material.

etc.
Realize the areas in which children are the same and seek to address those needs as well.

|
|
|
|
|
. Appreciate the uniqueness of each child concerning their learning style, personality, life circumstances, :
|
|
|
|
|
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» Introduction

The Creator is a unigue designer. No two snowflakes are alike. Everyone’s fingerprints are
unique to themselves, as well as to each finger and toe! What other things can you think of that

are unigue? (Examples might include one’s eye, the shape of your ear, DNA, etc.)

Link: God has designed each person uniguely, as well as fearfully and wonderfully (Psalm
139:14). Every child is unique not only in their physical features, but also in their learning styles,
how they process information, and how they relate to others. Good teachers seek to understand
both the differences and similarities in how God made children and craft their teaching

accordingly to have the greatest impact.

» Children are Different

Learning Styles

1. Visual Learners
a. Concerning the Teacher (Things the teacher can do to help this learner)
i. Visuals (pictures, props, posters, movie clips, maps, etc.)

ii. Dress up to act out or teach the lesson.

iii. Color coordinate visuals or key words.

iv. Provide a handout where the children can highlight or mark things in a
certain way during the lesson or as review.

v. Write out instructions on the board or give a printed handout versus just
telling the children what to do verbally.

b. Concerning the Child (Things that the child might do or like based on this learning style)
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2.

i. May want/need to sit in the front of the class to easily see everything
going on.

ii. Thinks in pictures.

iii. May like art.

iv. May want to draw during class to visualize what is being taught.

v. Comprehension Worksheet or copying Scriptures

Auditory Learners
a. Concerning the Teacher

i. Read a story aloud.

ii. Make related noises during the lesson by playing an audio clip or having
the children make the noises (e.g. storm noises, animal noises, shouting
a specific phrase).

iii. Sing songs that go along with the lesson or sing the memory verse.

b. Concerning the Child
i. Likes discussions and listening to others.
ii. Asking questions and hearing the answer is important for this child.
iii. These children think in words rather than pictures.
Kinesthetic (Learning through doing, moving, or touching)
a. Concerning the Teacher
i. Bring objects to touch.

ii. Serve [arelated] snack or something the children can taste during the
lesson.

iii. Pass something around that the children can smell that is related to the
lesson (e.g. spices, essential oil, sheep wool, etc.).

iv. Be aware of allergies and sensitives.

v. Break up your lesson into smaller sections to allow for movement in
between parts. It could be as simple as when you get to another
section/picture in your lesson, all the children stand up and jump two
times before sitting back down and continuing the lesson. Caution: if the
children take too long to get resettled this may not be a good activity,
even for kinesthetic learners.

vi. Hands-on field trips.

vii. Comprehension worksheet or copying Scriptures.
b. Concerning the Child
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Vi.

Vii.

Personality Types

Dress up and patrticipate in a skit/lesson.

Be a helper or sign holder during the lesson.

Do certain motions at specific times. For example, all the children can
pretend to run in place to go and meet Jesus or pretend to pet a lamb in
David’s flock. Or the children could do a certain motion when repeating a
specific phrase throughout the lesson.

May enjoy crafts.

May want to draw, color, or do another quiet activity with their hands (like
a fidget spinner) during the lesson. This may help a child pay attention or
be quiet but it is important that the activity does not become a distraction
for the child or other children; so although this can be helpful, you may
not be able to allow this depending on your setting.

Allow children (especially boys) to stand during class.

Could prefer group activities.

1. A personality type is NOT... a label (whether positive or negative), all encompassing, all

the same, a stereotype, a fate, or an excuse for negative behavior.

2. Why Study Personalities? To help you understand how God created you, your team-

mates, and the children you are working with so that you can better discern how to

interact and serve together.

(NOTE TO INSTRUCTOR: You could ask participants to share any personality

assessments that they have done and whether or not it was helpful in understanding

themselves or those around them.)

3. DISC Personality Assessment from Personality Insights *See resource section*

a. Dominant (Outgoing, Task Oriented)

iv.

Doer, determined, direct/blunt, goal-oriented, confident, etc.

Focus this child on being a positive leader.

Biblical example: Paul

In the phrase, “Ready, Aim, Fire” this personality would only hear the
word “FIRE!” because this personality is concerned about getting things

done, not on planning things out.

b. Inspiring (Outgoing, People Oriented)
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iv.

Social butterfly, interesting, impulsive, silly, friendly, has a lot of social
friends but may have trouble having deep friendships or being real with
other people, focused on recognition, etc.

Focus this child on bringing joy to others, but with sensitivity to the needs
of others and the situations/setting that is going on around him.

Biblical Example: Peter

“‘Ready, Aim, Squirrel” (Highly distracted personality)

c. Supportive (Reserved, People Oriented)

iv.

Helper, needs security, team effort, sweet, submissive, etc.

Focus this child on being a servant with only one master.

Biblical Example: Abraham

“‘Ready, Ready, Ready” (Has a hard time with making decisions (“Aim”)
and taking that action step (“Fire”)).

d. Cautious (Reserved, Task Oriented)

Analytical, perfectionist, stats and facts, critical thinking, careful, can
come across as cold, self-sacrificing to get the job done, etc.

Focus this child on excellence, but with grace for themselves and others.
Biblical Example: Moses

“‘Ready, Aim, Aim” (Focusses so much on precision that this sometimes
keeps him from executing a task (“Fire”)).

Upbringing and Family Life

Based on a child’s upbringing and family life a child will have varying abilities to...

e Trust e Accept discipline or constructive
e Love others and accept love criticism
¢ Relate to others e Show self-control

e Accept help

e Make good judgements

e Demonstrate good character

Every child’s family situation is different which will develop strengths and weaknesses in the

child. As teachers, we need to be attentive to this so we can meet the needs of the children in

our care, have grace for their shortcomings, and help develop their strengths.
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Salvation

Some of your children in your classroom will be spiritually dead and some will be spiritually alive
based on whether or not they have believed in Jesus as their Savior. This will impact their
behavior and their ability and desire to learn. It is important to teach both the saved (with
Christian discipleship) and unsaved children (with the Gospel) and to respond to each

accordingly.
Children that are saved will...

1. Be able to understand spiritual truths. (1 Corinthians 2:14)

a. Without salvation, children are lost and living through the nature of the sinful man
with its deceitful desires. They cannot understand spiritual truths and do not
desire good behavior for the right reasons.

2. Desire to do what is right. (Ephesians 4-6)
3. Have the power of the Holy Spirit to actually do right. (Galatians 5:22-23)
4. Have been given and will be developing their spiritual gift(s). (1 Corinthians 12:4)

a. Spiritual gifts include teaching, evangelism, giving, serving, exhortation, etc. As
their teacher, you can be looking for glimpses of these spiritual gifts in their life
and help them to develop them to be used within the body of the Christ. For
example, you may mentor an older student on how to teach an object lesson if
you see the gift of teaching in their life, or you may provide opportunities of

service for a child with the spiritual gift of serving.
Other Factors

1. Gender — Girls relate differently than boys. They relate differently to other girls in their
class than they do to other boys. They will relate differently to a female teacher than to a
male teacher. Girls tend to have different learning strengths (like the ability to sit still
longer or to mature faster) than boys. And vice versa.

2. Age

a. Cultural Context — The context in which children are growing up to today in
relation to their age/development is important. For example, although children
ought to be strong readers by the time they finish elementary school (and
perhaps you/your generation was) today, many children are not strong readers,

even in the 4™ and 5" grade. Even though they are a certain age, the context in
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3.
4.

which they live is impacting their development, for which you will need to adjust
accordingly.

b. Maturity —You might have two 10 year old students in your class, but one acts
and thinks like a 14 year old and the other like he is 8 years old. Children mature
at different levels, despite their age.

Mental and Physical Abilities

Birth Order — To an extent, birth order impacts the way a child behaves. For example,
eldest children tend to be leaders. Middle children may have a hard time making
decisions, as there are other children who are always making decisions for them. They

are mainly “along for the ride”.

Love Language

1.

The five love languages are quality time, acts of service, gifts, words of affirmation, and
physical touch.

Each person receives love and gives love in different ways. The purpose of the five love
language teaching is to help parents and teachers know how to communicate to a child
that they are loved by them and by the Lord.

Did you know that God demonstrates each one of the love languages? He never leaves
us (quality time), has given us his Word (words of affirmation), gives us good gifts, sent
Christ to die for us (act of service), and we are known by Him intimately (Psalm 139:1, 5
- physical touch).

There may be something in the life of the child that keeps him or her from receiving love
but finding out their love language is a good place to start to begin working on
communicating love, even if it is rejected at first. Perseverance is a testimony of love.
Show love in the proper context of your situation so it is not misconstrued or you are not
accused of something inappropriate. Love with wisdom.

Teach children to love others, not just the way they personally want to be loved, but the

way the other person wants to be loved.

General Tips

(NOTE TO INSTRUCTOR: This section is in the Student Notes and could be assigned as

reading homework instead of going over this in class.)

When teaching children, whether it is your own children or those in your class, remember:
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1. Each child is unique and will have a different combination of these and other traits. You
may need to discuss with your team how to best meet all these various needs within
your class as you go through your curriculum. Sometimes curricula will have suggestions
written into their lessons.

2. We are not teaching a curriculum or following a certain formula. We are teaching
children with various personalities, learning styles, and needs.

Observing and listening are two of the greatest keys to learning who your child is.
Different characteristics impact the others. For example, a first born child might have a
doninant personality, and be more mature for his age group. Someone that has the
spiritual gift of service may also have a supportive personality.

5. Just because you have strength in one area doesn’t mean that you should not or cannot
develop another. For example, a child may tend to be more shy/reserved in his
personality, but that is not an excuse to be rude or unfriendly to others. This child may
need to be intentionally encouraged/taught on how to introduce himself to others and
reach out.

6. Have grace for yourself and the child as you learn and discover one another. Some kids
will have a different personality than you so the journey is always an adjustment and

requires flexibility.
» Children are the Same

The following are general principles that apply to all children. This can be helpful to keep in mind

when you are preparing yourself and when you are in the classroom.

1. Children need salvation.
2. Children need to develop good character like endurance, diligence, self-control, etc.
3. Children need to be challenged to think.

a. By design, children are learners. Children will learn more between the time of
birth and five years old, than any other 5-year period. Some say that by the age
of seven children have learned 50% of what they will learn their whole life.*

b. The goal of education should not be to merely relay information and memorize
facts. The goal of education should be to teach children how to discern the
difference between good ideas and bad ideas, how to be self-taught learners,

and how to apply truth to their lives. Allow children to be explorers through...

! Children — A Biblical Perspective, Doherty - Pg. 17
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i.  Topics that are an interest to them

ii.  Asking good questions

iii. Reading/Research

iv. Presentations (PowerPoint, poster board, skit, video, verbal
presentations, etc.)

v.  Experiences (things they can see, taste, touch, hear, application,
challenges, reflections, etc.)

vi.  Discussions, as well as debates and role plays

4. Children are Literal

a. Don’t use sarcasm. Children do not understand sarcasm.

b. Do not tease or belittle children. They may not think it is funny based on past
hurts or sensitivities. They may not be old enough to understand you are teasing
them and get hurt by your comment.

c. Children need simple, concrete examples. Children do not understand word
pictures or metaphors.

d. Children need the meat of God’s Word, just cut up in smaller pieces that are
easier to chew; as children grow they will grow, in their ability to grasp spiritual
truths.
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5. Children are seeking to make sense of the world around them.

Step 1: Step 2: Step 3:
What is true? Why is something true? How do | communicate that truth to
others?
Preschool-
Grades 3" grade and older 5 grade and older
2" grade
Summary/ | e Facts and e Explaining why something | e Defending and sharing what you
Importance WHAT is is true and giving evidence know in order to plant seeds of truth
true/right to show that it is true gives in the lives of others.
e Busy learning kids confidence that what | e This step is important so that
information you are teaching is based children:
on reality. o Are not ashamed of their
e A child’s worldview is said faith
to be set by age 14.2 So o Can answer other people’s
establishing the truth, and guestions or doubts
why it is the truth, must be o Invest in the lives of others
done early to establish a by sharing what they learned
firm foundation.

6. Children need movement appropriate for their age group (e.g. involvement during the
lesson, actions, games).
7. Children need to be assessed.

a. Ask questions to the child to see what they are thinking and how they are
grasping the information, both for comprehension and application. Don’t assume
that you know what a child is thinking or understanding.

8. Children need to be invested in.

a. Key 1: Take time to focus on the child as a person, not just as a pupil that has to
listen to your lesson.

b. Key 2: Knowing your students personally happens through observation and
listening.

i. Ask questions about their lives.

? Children — A Biblical Perspective, Doherty - Pg. 17
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ii. Participate in their lives outside the classroom if possible.

c. Key 3: Win and hold their heart. Although children should always be respectful,
they are not obligated to listen to you just because you are standing there. You
must demonstrate that you care about them and win their trust and hold their
heart.

d. Key 4: A child doesn’t care how much you know, until they know how much you

care.

» Conclusion

Children are similar in many ways, but they are also unique. As teachers, we need the Lord’s
wisdom to know how to meet the various needs in our classroom. Although it might seem
overwhelming at times, we do not go at it alone. The One who made every child with their
unique personalities and circumstances and knows them intimately, is the One who walks with
us to give us insight on how to minister to these special and precious children that God has
placed in our life. A church father said, “Higher than every painter, higher than every sculptor

3

and than all artists, do | regard him who is skilled in the art of forming the soul-life of children.”

May you be used by the Lord to form the soul-life of children.

Thought Box

1) What differences have you observed in children that impacts the way you teach them?
(Answers will vary.)

2) What similarities do you observe in children that you can make sure to address in your
lessons? (Answers will vary.)

* Church father, Chrysostom.

10
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» Resources for Further Study on this Topic

Personality Insights - www.personality-insights.com

Recommended:
e DISC Parenting Flip Charts

Leadership Flip Charts

e Educational Flip Charts

e All About Bots All About You - Child DISC Assessment Profile Booklet

e Four Pals Mini Series (Children books featuring each one of the DISC personalities
through a different character. This series encourages children to understand
themselves and their friends based on their personality)

Book - Presenting with Style by Robert A Rohm and Tony Jeary
Book - Different Children, Different Needs- Adaptive Parenting by Dr. Charles F. Boyd

Personality Assessment for Kids from In His Grace, Inc. -

www.inhisgraceinc.com/html/disc definitions.html

Sorry, but Christians don’t need Enneagrams. — Uploaded by Wretched -
https://youtu.be/WjRr02jLIho

Book - The Birth Order Book by Dr. Kevin Leman

The 5 Love Languages - www.5lovelanguages.com (Includes children books to facilitate

discussions with your children on this topic)
Book - The 5 Love Languages of Children by Dr. Gary Chapman and Ross Campbell, M.D.

Spiritual Gifts Article - Spiritual gifts survey - what are the different spiritual gifts the Bible

mentions? https://www.gotquestions.org/spiritual-gifts-survey.html

Book - What You Do Best in the Body of Christ by Bruce Bugsbee

Character Resources — www.networkerstec.com/character.html
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