Lesson 5 — Ministering to Children’s Needs

» The Gospel

Question: Why is there sin in the world?

1) God designed the world very good (Gen 1:31)! God is not at fault for the sin in
the world.

a. God is completely holy, perfect, and pure (Ps 99:5). God would never do
anything wrong or make a mistake.

2) Since God is love, He wanted people to have free-will to make choices and the
ability to choose to love and obey Him or not. With that choice came the risk and
possibility of sin and disobedience and the consequences that come with that
choice.

3) Sin entered the world through Adam (Rom 5:12).

a. This is why you personally commit sins.
b. This is why people sin against you, causing some of the difficult situations
previously mentioned.

I. NOTE: The difficult situations mentioned before that children may
be going through are most likely not happening because of THEIR
sin. Most likely it is the sin of someone else in their life. In
counseling a child in this situation, we do not want them to take
responsibility for other people’s sins or think that they are causing
this situation.

c. Creation itself groans under the weight of the consequences of sin and
death. (Romans 8:19-21)

d. Thisis the WHY for the pain, suffering, difficulties, and hard times we all
experience.

4) God did not leave us in our pain (Rom 5:8).
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a. Although we deserve God’s justice for our sin (death — Roman 6:23), He
sent Jesus to die for us and rescue us from sin’s punishment.

b. Jesus suffered the greatest evil to bring the greatest good. Jesus suffered
to bring salvation for all of mankind, just as Adam’s sin brought suffering to
all mankind (Romans 5:15-21)

5) God can redeem our suffering.

a. God uses suffering to show us our need for Him and for salvation
(Ephesians 2:1-10).

b. God’s goal for our life is not happiness but holiness (Rom 5:3-4, Heb 12:5-
11).

c. God uses the suffering that we experience as a way we can comfort and
help others (2 Corinthians 1:1-7).

d. When we suffer for the name of Christ we are blessed and are following in
His steps (1 Peter 4:14, 2:21)

6) God will make all things right, in His timing.

a. Those that have not believed in Jesus as their Savior from sin will
experience eternal suffering and pain in the lake of fire. (Rev 20:14).

b. Those that have believed in Jesus as their Savior will be in a new heaven
and a new earth where there is no death, mourning, crying, or pain. (Rev
21:4).

» Advice for Sensitivity when Meeting Children’s Needs

1. acknowledgement of the situation is the

first step to healing.

2. A is not a label.

Name of someone that you have ministered to:
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3. Learning to speak by

4. Exemplifying good

» Identify the Lies

Jot down your own notes here.

» Freedom is Found in God’s Word

Jot down your own notes here.
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» Meditate on God’s Word

1. Our Minds need to be

a. Romans 12:2 - “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by

the renewal of your mind...”

2. We Need to Speak to Our Hearts

a. Meditating on God’s Word is what Psalm 15:2 refers to when it says

“speak truth to your heart.”

"As our mind is renewed through God'’s word, we replace thinking patterns of fear,

doubt selfishness, and pride with patterns of faith, humility, thankfulness, and praise

which leads to freedom and victory.”

Speak Truth in your Heart by Sarah Mally - Pg 13

Situation

Divorce

Drugs

Abuse

Fatheris in
jail
Hungry

God’s Word Brings Freedom
Lie Truth
God doesn’t love me. Eph 3:17-19

I am too sinful for Godto Ps 86:5, 130:3-4, 1 John
forgive me. 1:9, Ps 103:12

God cannot exist if there is Rom 5:8, Gen 50:20
so much suffering.

I/my family could never 2 Cor 5:17, 1 Cor 6:9-11

change.
God doesn’t care about me 1 Peter 5:7, Ps 40:5,
personally. 139:17-18
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» Top 10 Keys for Meditating on Scripture

1. Memorize it.

2. Copy it and put it somewhere where it can be seen often.

3. Repeat it aloud, at least once a day.
i.  Emphasize different words each time you say the verse.
4. Set an alarm or get in the habit of saying it at a certain time of day (like before
you eat).
5. Intentionally think about it before you go to bed.
6. Pray the verse.
7. Ask discovery questions about the verse and let God teach you, or research the
answers.
i.  What characteristic of God is revealed in this verse?
ii.  What characteristic of man is revealed?

iii. What does God mean when he says ?

iv.  How does this apply to my life?
8. Look up key words from the verse in a Bible dictionary or concordance.
9. Write down what God teaches you about the verse.

10. Share your insights with someone else.

» Resources for Further Study on this Topic

Character Resources - www.networkerstec.com/character.html

Helping Children in Trials and Changes Resources - www.networkerstec.com/suffering-

children.html

YouTube - Suffering and Evil: The Logical Problem (Part 1) — Uploaded by drcraigvideos -
https://youtu.be/k64YJYBUFLM

YouTube - Suffering and Evil: The Probability Version — Uploaded by drcraigvideos -
https://youtu.be/cxj8ag8Ntd4

Book - Speak Truth in your Heart: Replacing Lies with God’s Word by Sarah Mally
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