
1 
©NETworkers TEC LLC – www.networkerstec.com 

Lesson B – Keepin’ It Real - Bible Lessons 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

Once a upon a time, a long long time ago, in a place far far away, there lived a man that had 

special powers. He was able to feed thousands of people with just a little bit of bread and fish. 

He even had power over the weather and could instantly make it stop raining just by talking to 

the storm. This man was very kind and loved everyone. Because of this man’s popularity, other 

people were jealous of him. So they got the ruler of their city to arrest the man, beat him up, and 

kill him. All his friends were very sad. Wait a minute! He is not dead. He is alive! He came back 

from the dead. Everyone lived happily ever after.  

 

You have probably guessed this is a fairy tale version of Jesus. The account of Jesus’ life might 

sound like this to a child listening to you. Children grow up hearing all sorts of stories—whether 

fairy tales, historical, fictional, or Biblical. Since children are still developing in their reasoning 

abilities, they often need help sorting out what is true and what is not. When we say that we are 

going to tell the children a Bible “story”, they conclude that the Bible is just that, a fascinating 

story that may or may not be completely true. Often Bible storybooks contain illustrations that 

also give the impression that the events are made up, whether it’s Noah’s bathtub boat about to 

sink under the weight of all those animals or an odd looking fish about to swallow a man. 

Then kids grow up, go to school, and hear about “facts” from “real” life from their science 

teacher, their philosophy teacher, or favorite celebrity and pop culture, and they come to 

conclusions1 like: 

 “Some stuff [in the Bible] is too far-fetched for me to believe.” 

 “I am a scientist now, and I don’t believe in miracles.” 

 “There is a lack of any sort of scientific or specific evidence for a creator.”  

                                            
1
 So the Next Generation May Know by J. Warner Wallace and Sean McDowell 

Specific Objectives: The teacher will… 

1. Understand why it is important for the Bible to be presented as a real account versus a 

general story. 

2. Learn how to write an impactful Bible Lesson presentable to a group of children. 
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 “I grew up and realized [the Bible] was a story like Santa or the Easter Bunny.” 

 “As I learn more about the world around me and understand things that I once did not, I 

find the thought of an all-powerful being less and less believable.” 

 

They see charts and diagrams that are evidence of “research” and “study” done by 

professionals, and now these youth think, “This is ‘real’ life. Those stories were great and fun to 

hear as a child, but that’s all it was…a story.” Consequently the Bible is sadly disregarded.   

They exchange the Bible—what they think is a fairy tale—for science or experience, what they 

think is real. The problem is not that they lack exposure to the truth. The problem is that they do 

not believe it IS THE TRUTH. The Bible is as REAL as it gets because the Bible describes 

reality—the way things really were (history) and the way things really are (the true meaning and 

purpose to life).  

 

Link: When children understand the Bible is REAL and not a story or fable, this fact helps 

solidify their faith in the Bible and gives them a foundation to stand on for their whole life. In this 

lesson, you will learn to write a Bible lesson that teaches children that God’s Word is not just 

another fairy tale story but the REAL, true, and impactful Word of God.  

 

Pray 

Pray and ask God to: 

1. Open your eyes that you may see wonderful things in His Word (Psalm 119:18) 

2. Give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation so that you may know Him better (Ephesians 

1:17) 

3. Show you what He wants you to communicate to the children at this time (Ephesians 6:19) 

4. Prepare the hearts of your students to receive His Word (Mark 4:3-20) 

 

(NOTE TO INSTRUCTOR: If you have time you may want to work through each step together 

after teaching it to create a “sample” outline based on a short Biblical account like Zacchaeus 

(Luke 19:1-10) or Jesus calms the storm (Matthew 8:23-27) so students can practically think 

through and design a Bible Lesson. An example outline is provided right before the 

“Demonstration” section as a reference, if you don’t have time to construct one together.) 
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(NOTE TO INSTRUCTOR: The proper interpretation of Scripture is called hermeneutics. 

Resources on hermeneutics are given in the Resource section, and additional teaching about 

hermeneutics is given in “Session 3 – Memory Verses and Music”.) 

 

The following is an acronym using the word “REAL” to remind you how to keep your lessons 

REAL. 

 

Research (Plan) 

1. Read the Bible passage (multiple times throughout your planning time) – Don’t wait until 

the last minute to start making your lesson. 

2. Ask investigative questions (suggestions below) to familiarize yourself with the Bible 

passage and the important points to cover in your lesson. Write down your answers as 

you discover them. 

a. Who are the characters? 

i. Who is the main character in the narrative? 

ii. Who do you want to focus on as the main character when you teach your 

Bible lesson? 

b. Who was the original audience this was written to? 

c. What is going on in this passage? 

d. How does this fit in context with the rest of Scripture? 

e. Where does this event take place? 

f. When in the Bible does this event take place? 

g. When did this take place in context to the rest of history? 

h. Why might God have included this in the Scripture?  

i. What does this passage tell us about God? 

j. What does this passage tell us about humanity? 

k. How does this passage apply to us today? 

l. What was God’s message to the original audience? 

3. Study the passage (Consider the following 6 Cs to help you understand the Bible 

passage.) 

a. Context 

i. Consider the context of the verse within the Bible, the book that it is 

written in, and the chapter or paragraph in which it is written. 

http://www.networkerstec.com/
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b. Cross References 

i. Other places in the Bible that record the same event.  

ii. Other verses that shed light on the main passage/concepts. 

c. Commentaries 

i. John MacArthur, Matthew Henry, J. Vernon McGee, David Guzik, 

Jamieson, Fausset & Brown, etc. 

d. Concordance (to look up the Hebrew/Greek meaning of an English word to 

provide fuller understanding of a word’s original use), Bible Dictionary, or Biblical 

Encyclopedia  

e. Culture 

f. Coordinates (Maps) 

g. Online Resources and Apps for the 6Cs listed above 

i. www.blueletterbible.org  

ii. www.biblehub.com  

iii. Logos Bible Software - www.logos.com  

iv. E-Sword Bible Software – www.e-sword.net  

4. Add-ons for keepin’ it REAL (See the resource section at the end of these notes for 

resource suggestions.) 

a. Archeology 

b. Apologetics - To show evidence for the truths presented in the Bible. To equip 

kids with answers for objections toward their Christian faith. 

c. History - Important historical events that took place during or around the same 

time. 

d. Geography 

e. Science - While science is often used against the Bible, science/nature is actually 

evidence for God, not against Him. It depends on your worldview; the evidence is 

the same. Sharing with the children about how science actually confirms 

Christianity may help encourage children that are struggling in this area. 

 

Easy to Follow Explanation  

1. Meaning  

a. God communicates (*2 Tim 3:16-17) – God is the author of the Bible and He 

intended the passage to have a specific meaning and purpose. It is important to 

remember that WE do not decide the meaning of the passage. The author, God, 

http://www.networkerstec.com/
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is the one who determines the meaning. We should NOT ask, “What does the 

passage mean to us?” Rather ask, “What does the passage mean? And how 

does it apply to us?”2 Ask the Lord to reveal to you the meaning of the 

passage He wants you to communicate to the children. Write that down at 

the top of your outline to help you have a vision and stay focused when 

preparing your lesson. 

2. Introduction 

a. Grab their attention. 

b. Tell an exciting part of the story. 

c. Ask a related question. 

d. Tell about the historical setting. 

e. Review the previous lesson(s) (or context). 

f. Show a related object or give a short illustration/story. 

g. Short – 5 minutes MAX! 

h. AVOID  

i. Today’s lesson is about…. 

ii. Don’t give away the ending or climax of the story.  

i. Link – Provide a smooth transition from your introduction into your lesson. 

3. Body 

a. 8-20 story facts presenting the Bible lesson content 

b. Provide enough details to clearly explain and carry the listener through the 

account. 

c. Lively interactions 

d. Gospel application (Optional) 

e. Additional applications (Optional) 

f. Add-Ons (Optional) 

4. Climax 

a. High point in the story. 

5. Conclusion 

a. Finishes the remaining details of the account for this lesson 

b. Satisfying ending 

                                            
2
 The idea that we get to impose meaning on the text is called “deconstructionism” and is most notable in 

abstract art and analysis of literature. For a brief teaching about the error of deconstructionism see the 
video clip from Wretched called, “Wretched: Wretched Bible Studies” - https://youtu.be/n8IUYbWeQqY  

http://www.networkerstec.com/
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c. Summarizes the story, main teaching, or applications taught 

d. Cliff hanger (Optional) if you are going to continue this narrative next time 

e. Gospel application (Optional) 

f. Invitation (Optional) 

g. Additional applications (Optional) 

 

Application  

1. Goal = To show the children that the Bible is living, active, and applicable to their life 

today (Hebrew 4:12); the Bible is not outdated or unnecessary. It teaches the children 

that the Bible shows us the REAL meaning and purpose to life.  

2. At least ONE application needs to be included. You could add more than one 

depending on the length of each application, how much time you have, plus the attention 

span of the children. 

3. Places where you may include an application: 

a. Body: Staggered Application 

i. A staggered application means sharing the application in the middle of 

the Bible lesson (versus during the conclusion) and transitioning FROM 

somewhere in the lesson TO the application and BACK again TO the 

lesson,  then keep going with the lesson.  

ii. Follow this format: Story fact, link, application, link, story fact. This 

provides a smooth transition between the two parts so that the child can 

easily follow your presentation, and how the spiritual truth applies to his or 

her own life.  

 Story fact—This is the last sentence or fact from the story before 

going into the application.  

 Link—This is the transition statement that links/compares the 

story fact to your application. 

 Application—Applying the lesson, or Biblical concept, to the 

child’s life (e.g. Gospel, truth for growing, current event/worldview, 

personal testimony). 

 Link—This statement transitions you back, out of your application, 

to your story fact. Often it is the same or very similar to the first 

link. 

http://www.networkerstec.com/
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 Story fact—Continue with the same story fact you left off with 

before beginning your application.  

iii. Illustration for the format of staggered applications: Imagine that you 

are flying on a plane from California to New York, but you have a layover 

in Kansas City. You are going to get back on this same airplane to 

continue to New York, but it is stopping in Kansas City for fuel. When you 

land in Kansas City, you walk through the jetway bridge to enter the 

airport. While in the airport for your layover, you visit the gift shop and get 

a bite to eat. Then you hear your flight number being called, you rush to 

your gate, enter the jetway bridge to board the same plane and soon the 

plane is back on its way to your final destination, New York.  

 This is the same idea for a staggered application. When you leave 

your story fact (airplane), you need something to get you to your 

application (layover airport), and vice-versa. That is the purpose of 

the link (jetway bridge). When you get back to the story fact 

(airplane), continue the story/lesson where you left off. 

iv.  Example of a staggered application:  

 Story Facts—The people around Zacchaeus thought that he was 

too sinful for Jesus to care about him. But that wasn’t true. Jesus 

came to seek and to save the lost!  

 Link—Jesus came to seek and save Zacchaeus, and Jesus came 

to seek and to save you!  

 Application—Romans 5:8 says, “But God demonstrates his own 

love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

Jesus came to die for your sins, even though you were going your 

own way instead of God’s way.  

 Link—You can be found by Jesus because He came to seek and 

to save you; just like He came to seek and save Zacchaeus.  

 Story Facts—Jesus cared about Zacchaeus, even though he was 

a sinner and others rejected him.  

b. Conclusion Applications 

i. Conclusion applications are given at the end of the Bible lesson, once you 

are done presenting the story facts from the lesson.  

http://www.networkerstec.com/
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ii. Follow this format: Story fact, link, application. An additional link and 

story fact is not necessary in a conclusion application since you are not 

going back into the lesson. 

4. Types of Applications 

a. Gospel application for the Unsaved + Invitation to receive Christ 

i. Goal = Provide adequate information for the child to know: 

 His NEED for salvation 

 The WAY of salvation 

 The OPPORTUNITY to receive Christ as His Savior (invitation) 

ii. The invitation must be paired with the Gospel application for the unsaved. 

The invitation provides the call to action that you have shared in the 

Gospel. 

iii. The following questions link the Biblical account to the Gospel and can 

help you include/refer to the Gospel in your lesson. If children are familiar 

with the points of the Gospel, then use these questions, after you get 

done with the Bible lesson, to help them connect the Bible with their lives. 

 Where can I talk about God in this passage? 

a. For this type of application, the points about God should 

revolve around the Gospel (e.g. love, justice, holiness), as 

explained in Lesson A – “Sharing the Gospel”. 

 Where can I talk about humanity/sin in this passage? 

a. This is often where a problem takes place in the story. This 

problem usually gets resolved by the end of the lesson. 

 Where can I talk about Jesus in this passage? 

a. This is often when the solution is offered in the story. You 

can link to an application about Jesus and salvation, even 

if Jesus isn’t mentioned in your Bible Lesson. 

 Where can I talk about salvation in this passage? 

a. This is often when the solution is received or rejected. 

iv. When presenting the Gospel in your application(s) (God, man/sin, Jesus, 

salvation), use the Gospel points taught in Lesson A – “Sharing the 

Gospel” or use the “Gospel Summary Chart” given in that lesson. 

v. Use a verse(s) to show what the authoritative Word of God says about 

your topic.  

http://www.networkerstec.com/
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vi. You could choose to present the whole Gospel, at one time, or present 

various parts of the Gospel throughout your lesson, as each part 

corresponds to an appropriate section of your lesson. 

vii. Include an invitation at the end (for details on the invitation see below). 

b. Invitation 

i. Goal = Invites the children to respond to the Gospel presented in the 

lesson.  

ii. Content: 

1. Briefly review the NEED and WAY for salvation.  

a. There is no need to teach all the concepts again. Two to 

five sentences summarizing the NEED and WAY are 

sufficient.  

2. Read and explain a “response/promise” verse.  

a. A “response, promise” verse suggests an appropriate 

“response” required by the hearer in order for the “promise” 

of salvation to apply to that person. Examples include: Acts 

16:31, John 3:16, John 1:12, Romans 10:13, John 3:36. 

For extensive teaching on “response/promise” verses, refer 

to Lesson A - “Sharing the Gospel”.  

3. Tell the children that they can believe (or whatever the wording of 

the “response/promise” verse says) in Jesus as their Savior today. 

If needed, you could briefly cover the Tell God steps from Lesson 

A - “Sharing the Gospel.” Refer to that lesson for an in depth 

teaching but in summary the Tell God steps are: 

a. Admit that you have sinned against God (and are helpless 

to save yourself). 

b. Believe (place your complete trust) in Jesus’ sacrifice for 

the forgiveness of your sins. 

c. Call on (ask) Jesus to save you.  

4. Choose an ending(s) (described below) to conclude your 

invitation.  

a. “If you have believed in Jesus today or have questions 

about believing in Jesus, you can come and talk with me 

now (go to a designated counseling area).” 

http://www.networkerstec.com/
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b. “You can talk with me or any of the teachers about 

believing in Jesus.” 

c. “Close your eyes. If you are believing in Jesus for the first 

time, will you show me by ______ (one simple action like 

raising your hand). Thank you; you may put your hand 

down. If you raised your hand just now, or if you didn’t, I 

am going to go over there (point to the counseling area), 

and you can come and talk with me.” 

i. This is not an “altar call”. This is asking the 

child to show you whether or not he or she 

is believing in Jesus for the first time. Just 

like the ringing of an alarm clock requires 

you to decide to turn it off, so an invitation is 

prompting the listener to make a decision 

about believing in Jesus. Keep in mind that 

the act of raising one’s hand does not save 

someone nor does it guarantee a child is 

actually saved. Moreover, a child could 

believe in Jesus during your Bible lesson 

but does not raise his hand during this step. 

The main point is to inform you which 

children may need follow-up counseling.  

d. Lead the children who have never believed in Jesus in a 

“repeat after me prayer”. 

e. Pray for the children, using the points of the Gospel. 

c. Emphasis on God 

i. Goal= Ponder any attribute of God (e.g. omnipresence, graciousness, 

truthfulness, refuge) with the children that is related to the lesson. 

ii. Provide a verse(s) to support your point. 

iii. Relate this attribute about God to the life of the child.  

d. Application for Saved 

i. Goal = Provide practical advice or steps for growing in the grace and 

knowledge of their Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

ii. 4 Steps: 

http://www.networkerstec.com/
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1. Identify the saved child by saying: “If you have believed in Jesus 

as your Savior…” 

2. Discuss a general growth principle related to the Bible lesson. 

Examples include: 

a. Resisting Satan and temptation 

b. Dealing with doubt 

c. Suffering for righteousness’ sake 

d. Memorizing/meditating on Scripture 

e. Good character 

f. Changed conduct 

g. Heroes of faith 

h. Confessing sin/forgiveness 

See more ideas on the “Gospel Summary Chart” from Lesson A – “Sharing the 

Gospel”. 

3. Share one practical application step that the child could apply 

during (Optional: Follow up next week to see how the challenge 

went). 

4. Provide a verse(s) to support your point.  

e. Current Events/Worldview 

i. Goal=Relate the Bible to current events/worldviews. 

Examples: 

 In the book of Judges in the Bible, everyone did what was right in 

their own eyes. Today, people often do what is right in their own 

eyes in a quest for autonomy and “freedom” outside of God. 

 One of the terrible sins of the Canaanites was killing their own 

children as sacrifices to their gods. Today, we abort our children. 

 When Paul was in Greece, he observed that the people were very 

religious and believed in an “unknown” god. Today, people say 

that there are many ways to God. 

ii. Consider the following to help you identify the application 

connection/location within your outline:  

 Are there certain views described in this account that are similar to 

beliefs going on today?  

http://www.networkerstec.com/
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 Where can I talk about a current event going on today that is 

similar to the challenge happening in the Biblical account? 

 Things that happened in the story that we should emulate (copy). 

 Things that happened in the story that serve as warnings of what 

we should NOT do.  

 How was this person a hero of faith, and how can the children be 

like him or her today? 

 How can I give hope to the children, through this Bible lesson, 

based on what they are facing today? 

iii. Provide a verse(s) to support your point.  

iv. Relate this teaching to the life of the child.  

f. Personal testimony 

i. Consider the following to help you identify the application 

connection/location within your outline:  

 How does this lesson relate to my life that I can share with the 

children? 

 How have I applied or not applied the main principle in my life? 

What can I share about this that would benefit the children? 

ii. Provide a verse(s) to support your point. 

iii. Relate your testimony  to the life of the child.  

Lively  

1. Mark the verses (in the order that you are going to read them) with tabs to be prepared 

during your lesson. It is encouraged to read directly from the Bible at least once during 

your lesson.  

2. Write an outline to put in your Bible or write key points on sticky-notes that you need 

help remembering. Put the sticky-notes in the appropriate places (in your Bible  next to 

the verse you are going to read). 

3. Practice out loud, at least three times, until you feel comfortable with your 

presentation and it flows smoothly. Practicing out loud will help you stay focused and 

hear what you are saying. 

a. Practice in front of a mirror to see your facial expression and how you hold the 

visual or interact with your props. 

4. Consider your language 

http://www.networkerstec.com/
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a. Are you using terms and phrases that kids will understand?  

b. Do you need to explain anything further? 

c. Are you respectful and professional in the way you teach your lesson to 

communicate the seriousness of God’s Word and His message? 

i. Avoid slang. 

ii. Avoid calling your lesson a “story” if at all possible. While it does sound 

friendlier, children become confused at this label and think a story 

equates a fable. Better words could be “account”, “historical event”, or 

“lesson”.  

5. Gather and practice with all props and visuals. 

a. Props can be simple household items that enhance the story. 

i. A baby doll for a child to hold and pretend it is baby Jesus or baby Moses  

ii. A railroad spike to show what the nails “looked” like that were used to 

crucify Jesus 

iii. A map, timeline, or verse visual 

6. Time yourself to know if you need to shorten or lengthen you lesson based on your 

allotted time. 

7. Eye contact 

a. Look at the children, instead of your notes or somewhere else. 

8. Keep it moving (smooth presentation) 

a. Avoid long pauses or the need to read your notes during your lesson. 

9. Appropriate speaking volume 

a. Project your voice and speak clearly so the children can hear you. Avoid 

mumbling or dropping your voice at the end of sentences. Speak so that your 

voice reaches to the back of the room. Use your “outside” voice if needed.  

10. Presentation style *NOTE: Do not get caught up in your “presentation” and lose the 

meaning of the Bible Lesson.* 

a. Acting – Sometimes role-playing (acting out) can get lots of laughs from an 

audience, but if they missed the message, that is not accomplishing the goal of 

the Bible Lesson. 

b. Visuals (Pictures/Power Point) 

c. Flannel Graph/Felt Board 

http://www.networkerstec.com/
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d. Story Rotation (If you have multiple teachers, each teacher is assigned a part of 

the story, and the children rotate to each station to hear the next part of the 

story.) 

11. Use your voice, facial expressions, and body to tell the story. 

a. Happy, sad, excited, angry, etc. 

b. Run in place, look around, pretend to open a door, etc. 

c. Dress up in costume or use a simple costume piece or prop. 

i. A big stick for David the shepherd boy 

ii. A purple piece of fabric for the “royal” robe of a king 

iii. A crown for King Solomon 

iv. A scarf as a head covering for Mary 

12. Interactions 

a. Call up a child to help you with a certain part of the lesson (e.g. holding a prop, 

being part of a skit, reading a verse). 

b. Ask questions for the kids to answer. 

c. Do an action as a group (e.g. pretend to climb a tree or row a boat, stand up and 

run in place very quickly like you want to see Jesus, sing a related song 

together). 

13. Engage the 5 senses 

a. Seeing - Example: Show a picture illustrating the Biblical event or dress up in 

costume. 

b. Hearing - Example: Play a recording of animal noises for Noah’s ark and let the 

kids guess the animal. 

c. Tasting - Example: Serve gold fish and bread for the feeding of the 5,000. 

d. Touching - Example: Let the kids feel real wool when you talk about Jesus, the 

Good Shepherd.  

e. Smelling – Example: Essential oils like frankincense and myrrh. 

14. Review game 

a. Ask review questions (both content and application questions) to make sure the 

kids “caught what you taught”. Use a fun game or incentive to encourage the kids 

to answer questions. (Review games will be covered in Lesson D.) 
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Worksheet 

You can refer to the Keep’in it REAL - Bible Lesson Worksheet as a guide for writing your own 

Bible Lesson. Below is a sample outline after working through each “R-E-A-L” step. 

 

Sample Outline 

 

Introduction 

Who is someone famous that you would like to meet? (Let children answer) How would you feel 

if that person came to your house? (Let children answer)  

 

LINK 

 (Using Voice) Let’s learn about a visit from a very famous person in the Bible! (Excited voice) 

 

Story Facts 

1. Luke 19:1-10 begins in a town called Jericho.  

2. Events = true, history  

a. (Interaction) Call up a volunteer to help you hold up a map of Israel. 

b. (Geography Add-on) Point to the locations of Jericho and Israel on the map. 

3. There was a man who lived in Jericho named Zacchaeus.  

a. (Interaction) Let’s say that name together — “Zacchaeus”. 

4. Zacchaeus’ job was a tax collector.  

5. Tax collectors collected the tax money from the people for the Roman government.  

6. Most people didn’t like tax collectors because the tax collectors often cheated the 

people.  

7. One day Zacchaeus woke up.  

a. (Interaction) Can you stretch with me and pretend to wake up? Let’s pretend to 

eat breakfast and now open the door to go outside.  

8. Someone special was coming to Zacchaeus’ town. 

9. (Using Voice) Zacchaeus wanted to see this famous person too, but he was too short to 

see over the crowd.  

a. (Using face) Zacchaeus was very sad. (Sad face) 

10. (Using Voice) He saw a tree and thought (saying in a hopeful thinking voice), “If I climb 

this tree, I will be able to see this famous person pass by.” 
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11. (Interaction – Pretend) Have the children pretend to run and climb the tree. 

12. Do you have any guesses who this person was?  

13. (CLIMAX - Read from the Bible) Jesus stopped under the tree, looked up in the tree, 

and said “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” (Luke 

19:5) 

14. Not everyone was excited that Jesus was going to see Zacchaeus. Refer to Luke 19:7. 

 

Application (Staggered) – Gospel 

 

15. (Story Fact) The people around Zacchaeus thought he was worse than they were and 

didn’t deserve to have Jesus visit him. But the people didn’t realize that they were just as 

bad as Zacchaeus.  

a. (LINK) They were sinners too. So are you.  

b. (Application)  

i. Sin = Anything that you think, say, or do that breaks God’s law.  

ii. Example = Maybe you don’t fight with your brother like your friend does, 

but maybe you have lied or been disobedient to your parents.  

iii. (Read from the Bible) Romans 3:23  

iv. Punishment = Being forever separated from God; lost in sin.  

v. But Jesus came to seek and to save those who are lost.  

vi. (Read from the Bible) Romans 5:8  

vii. Jesus came, died on the cross, and rose again to forgive you of your sin.  

viii. You could never be good enough on your own to earn God’s forgiveness.  

ix. The only way to be forgiven is to believe, or trust, that Jesus died on the 

cross and rose again to forgive your sins.  

x. And because of this, you can be found by Jesus and have your sin 

forgiven no matter who you are or what you have done. 

c. (LINK) Jesus loves you, just like He loved Zacchaeus even though Zacchaeus 

had done wrong things.  

16. (Story Fact) But the people who heard Jesus saying He would be going to Zacchaeus’ 

house didn’t understand that. 

 

Back to the Bible Lesson 
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17. What do you think Zacchaeus and Jesus did while at Zacchaeus’ house? (Let children 

answer)  

a. (Sense – Taste) Pass out grapes to eat.  

 

Conclusion 

18. Something changed about Zacchaeus. He told Jesus he would give half of his 

possessions to the poor and repay 4Xs the amount he cheated anyone.  

19. Concluding statement by Jesus = Luke 19:10 - “For the Son of Man came to seek and to 

save the lost.” 

 

Application – Invitation  

20. (Story Fact) When people are saved by Jesus, that changes their life! 

b. (LINK) What about you? Have you been saved?  

c. (Application)  

i. If you have not believed in Jesus as your Savior, you are just like 

Zacchaeus.  

ii. You are lost in your sin and will suffer the punishment for your sins.  

iii. Jesus came to seek and to save the lost by dying on the cross for their 

sins.  

iv. (Read from the Bible) John 3:16  

v. World = YOU!  

vi. His one and only Son = Jesus.  

vii. Believe in Jesus = If you tell God that you know you have sinned and 

believe that Jesus is the only one who could pay the punishment for your 

sin, you will not perish (be separated from God) but have eternal life!  

viii. If you are believing in Jesus for the first time as your only Savior from sin, 

could you show me by raising your hand? 

ix. I will be in the back of the room and you can come talk with me about 

your decision to believe in Jesus or if you have questions about it.  

 

Review Questions (Piece of candy will be given to each child that 

correctly answers the review question) 
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Story Fact - Review Questions: 

 Who did Zacchaeus want to see? 

 How did Zacchaeus demonstrate that he was different after meeting Jesus? 

 

Application – Review Questions: 

 Why would Jesus want to talk with Zacchaeus? 

 How can you be like Zacchaeus and make things right with people you have wronged? 

Demonstration  

(NOTE TO INSTRUCTOR - The following is a Bible lesson that you can demonstrate to the 

students based on Luke 19:1-10 and Jesus’ encounter with Zacchaeus. You are welcome to 

demonstrate a different lesson or include different applications or interactions more appropriate 

to your group. If you are doing the demonstration that is written, be sure to practice this lesson 

so you are NOT reading the text from the Teacher’s Manual. Demonstrate the lesson  just as 

you want your students to teach it for the children. If you do not have time for the demonstration, 

it is included in the Student Notes and can be assigned as homework for the students to read.)  

 

Demonstration supplies include: 

 Bible (with pre-marked verses) 

 A map of Israel/Jericho. 

 Grapes 

 

Introduction 

Who is someone famous that you would like to meet? (Let children answer) How would you feel 

if that person came to your house? (Let children answer)  

 

LINK 

 (Using Voice) Let’s learn about a visit from a very famous person in the Bible! (Excited voice) 

 

Body - Story Facts 
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Today’s lesson from the Bible can be found in Luke 19:1-10 and begins in a town called Jericho. 

Remember, all the events that happened in today’s lesson are real and happened to real 

people—this is history! (Interaction - Call up a volunteer to help you hold up a map of Israel.)  

(Geography Add-on) Since the Bible records real places, you can find the location of today’s 

lesson on a map. Jericho is in the country of Israel. Israel is where Jesus lived when He was on 

earth. (Point to the locations on the map) There was a man who lived in Jericho named 

Zacchaeus. (Interaction) Let’s say that name together — “Zacchaeus”. Maybe you have heard 

your parents talk about paying taxes. Well, Zacchaeus’ job was to collect the tax money from 

the people for the Roman government. Just like your parents may not like taxes, most of the 

people did not like tax collectors because the tax collectors often cheated the people. One day 

Zacchaeus woke up. (Interaction) Can you stretch with me and pretend to wake up? Let’s 

pretend to eat breakfast. Now open the door to go outside.  

 

While this day seemed like any other day, it was not. Someone special was coming to 

Zacchaeus’ town. (Using Voice) There was a HUGE (loud voice and wave arms) crowd 

wanting to see this special person. Zacchaeus wanted to see this famous person too, but he 

had a problem. He was too short to see over the crowd. (Using face) Zacchaeus was very 

sad…What was he going to do? (Sad face) (Using Voice) Then Zacchaeus got an idea! He 

saw a tree and thought (saying in a hopeful thinking voice), “If I climb this tree, then I will be able 

to see this famous person pass by.” (Interaction – Pretend) Zacchaeus ran and climbed the 

tree. Let’s do that together. (Have the children pretend to run and climb the tree) Well, that 

important person was getting closer to Zacchaeus. (Using voice) He might have said to 

himself, (excited voice) “There he is! I can see Him!” Then all of a sudden, the man stopped 

right underneath the tree where Zacchaeus was. Do you have any guesses who this person 

was? (Jesus!) 

 

Climax 

Jesus looked up in the tree and spoke directly to Zacchaeus. (Read from the Bible) Here’s 

what Jesus said to Zacchaeus from Luke 19:5, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must 

stay at your house today.” How would you feel if Jesus said He was going to your house? (Let 

children answer). While Zacchaeus was excited that Jesus was going to his home, not everyone 

was excited. Some of the people standing around grumbled and said, “He has gone to be the 

guest of a man who is a sinner." 
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Application (Staggered) – Gospel 

(Story Fact) The people around Zacchaeus thought he was worse than they were and didn’t 

deserve to have Jesus visit him. The people didn’t realize they were just as bad as Zacchaeus.  

 

(LINK) They were sinners too. So are you.  

(Application) Sin is anything that you think, say, or do that breaks God’s law. Even though you 

might not fight with your brother like your friend does, you have still sinned. Maybe you have lied 

or been disobedient to your parents. It doesn’t matter what kind of sin you do, all have sinned. 

(Read from the Bible) It says in Romans 3:23, “For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory 

of God.” The punishment for sin is being forever separated from God; you could say that you 

are lost in your sin. This is something you deserve because of your sin. However, the Bible tells 

us some good news. It says Jesus came to seek and to save those who are lost. (Read from 

the Bible) Romans 5:8 says, “But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us.” Jesus came, died on the cross, and rose again to forgive you of your sins; 

this is how He saved you from the punishment of your sin. You could never be good enough on 

your own to earn God’s forgiveness. The only way to be forgiven is to believe, or trust, in what 

Jesus did to forgive your sin when He died on the cross and rose again. Because of this you 

can have your sin forgiven, no matter who you are or what you have done. 

(LINK) Jesus loves you just like He loved Zacchaeus even though Zacchaeus had done wrong 

things.  

(Story Fact) But the people that heard Jesus saying He would be going to Zacchaeus’ house 

didn’t understand that. 

 

Back to the Bible Lesson 

What do you think that Zacchaeus and Jesus did while at Zacchaeus’ house? (Let children 

answer) The Bible doesn’t tell us everything that went on, but maybe Zacchaeus served him 

something to eat. (Sense – Taste) Here are some grapes that you can enjoy while we finish our 

Bible lesson.  

 

Conclusion 
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NOTE: While this lesson was 

specifically on how to teach a Bible 

lesson, the same format could be 

used to tell any sort of lesson 

whether an object lesson, science 

experiment, historical event, or hero 

by faith (missionary).  

 

When Jesus visited and talked with Zacchaeus, something changed about Zacchaeus. He told 

Jesus he would give half of his possessions to the poor and if he had cheated anyone, he would 

pay that person back four times the amount. After Zacchaeus said this, Jesus acknowledged 

that He was pleased with Zacchaeus’ decision to do what is right, and He concluded His time 

with Zacchaeus by saying, “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

 

Application – Invitation  

(Story Fact) When people are saved by Jesus that changes their life! 

(LINK) What about you? Have you been saved?  

(Application) If you have not believed in Jesus as your Savior, you are just like Zacchaeus. 

You are lost in your sins and will suffer the punishment for your sin. But remember, Jesus came 

to seek and to save the lost by dying on the cross for their sins. (Read from the Bible) John 

3:16 says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life." When it says that God so loved the world that means 

YOU! His one and only Son is Jesus. And this verse says if you believe in Jesus, (tell God that 

you know you have sinned and believe Jesus is the only one who could pay the punishment for 

your sin), then you will not perish but have eternal life! You will not be separated from God 

anymore but will have a friendship with Him and will one day live forever with God in heaven. If 

you have never believed in Jesus before, you can today. Let’s all close our eyes for a moment. 

If you are believing in Jesus for the first time as your only Savior from sin, could you show me 

by raising your hand? Thank you. You can put your hands down and now I will pray. If you 

raised your hand or even if you didn’t, I will be in the back of the room, and you can come talk 

with me about your decision to believe in Jesus or if you have questions about it.  

----- 

(NOTE TO INSTRUCTOR: The following are questions that can 

be asked after the demonstration to help the students evaluate 

what happened during the presentation.) 

 What was the introduction to the Bible lesson? 

 How long was the Bible lesson? (Maybe 15-20 minutes) 

 How were the children engaged in the lesson? 
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 Where were the applications included in the lesson? 

 What was included in the applications? 

Conclusion 

The greatest impact you can leave with a child is the realism of God’s Word. May God bless you 

for your desire to make His truth known to the next generation, and may the children have ears 

to hear and be sanctified by His truth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources for Further Study on this Topic 

Book - The Archaeology Book by David Down 
 
Website – Biblical Archeology Society - www.biblicalarchaeology.org 
 
Collection of Charts - Rose Book of Charts, Maps & Time Lines - Volumes 1, 2, and 3 
 
Fold out Timeline - Big Book of History from Answers in Genesis  
 

Timeline Poster - Bible Timeline Chart⁠ with World History – www.amazingbibletimeline.com  
 
Article – What’s Wrong with the Word Story? by Bodie Hodge on August 20, 2019 posted on 
Answers in Genesis - www.answersingenesis.org/is-the-bible-true/whats-wrong-with-story  
 
Apologetics Ministry – Cold Case Christianity (J. Warner Wallace) – 
www.coldcasechristianity.com  
 
Hermeneutics Lessons and Proper Biblical Interpretation – “Hernan Who?” from Wretched – 
www.store.wretched.org/product/herman-who/herman-who  
 
How Should We Interpret the Bible, Part 1: Principles for Understanding God’s Word by Tim 
Chaffey – www.answersingenesis.org/hermeneutics/how-we-interpret-the-bible-principles-for-
understanding/  
 
3 Questions “Hermenutics” Song for kids - https://youtu.be/Vocgu8xJwhs  

Thought Box 

1) How can you keep your Bible lessons “real” for the kids? Show maps, archeology, talk about application, 

don’t call it a ‘story’, etc. 

 

2) Why is it important to present your lessons as “real”? So that the children will know the Bible is true, believe, 

and follow what it says, rather than believe it is merely a fun fictitious story without a meaning or purpose.  
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(OPTIONAL HOMEWORK: Give the students a Bible Lesson to teach; it can be a 

familiar narrative in the Bible or a miracle of Jesus. Students can use the 

worksheet to help them think through each of the components. Have the students 

turn in their outlines/scripts for you to evaluate and/or have them demonstrate 

their lesson. You can download a blank worksheet at 

www.networkerstec.com/Equip-Curriculum.html that students can fill out and turn 

in for this assignment. The evaluation form for a Bible Lesson presentation is 

after the Worksheet sample.) 

 

Keepin’ it REAL - Bible Lesson Worksheet 

(NOTE TO THE INSTRUCTOR: Limited space is provided below for each step; you may want 

the students to answer these questions on another piece of paper.) 

Pray and Ask God to… 

1. Open your eyes that you may see wonderful things in His Word (Psalm 119:18). 

2. Give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation so that you may know Him better (Ephesians 

1:17). 

3. Show you what He wants you to communicate to the children (Ephesians 6:19). 

4. Prepare the hearts of your students to receive His Word (Mark 4:3-20). 

 

Research (Plan) 

1. Read the Bible passage (multiple times if able) – Don’t wait until the last minute.  

2. Answer these basic questions after reading the Bible passage 

a. Who are the main characters? Which character are you going to focus on in your 

lesson? 

 

b. Where does this event take place? 

 

 

c. What does this passage tell us about God? 

http://www.networkerstec.com/
http://www.networkerstec.com/Equip-Curriculum.html


24 
©NETworkers TEC LLC – www.networkerstec.com 

 

 

d. What was God’s message to the original audience? 

 

3. Write your own questions about your Bible passage. (Write down at least 2 

questions NOT listed above and then answer them). 

4. Use the 6 Cs (context, commentaries, cross references, concordance, culture, and 

coordinates (maps)) to help you understand the passage better. Write down additional 

notes that will help you with your lesson.  

 www.blueletterbible.com 

 www.biblehub.com 

 

Easy to Follow Explanation 

 

Bible Passage Title and Address: ___________________________________________ 

 

Presentation Style: _____________________________________________________ 

 

The main point to communicate: ____________________________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Introduction (Optional: You could write your introduction after you have finished writing your 

Bible lesson to gain a better idea about the most appropriate kind of introduction.)  

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Link _________________________________________________________________ 
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______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Body (Write out 8-20 story facts from the passage in chronological order.) 

1. ________________________________________________________________ 

2. ________________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________________________ 

4. ________________________________________________________________ 

5. ________________________________________________________________ 

6. ________________________________________________________________ 

7. ________________________________________________________________ 

8. ________________________________________________________________ 

9. ________________________________________________________________ 

10. ________________________________________________________________ 

11. ________________________________________________________________ 

12. ________________________________________________________________ 

13. ________________________________________________________________ 

14. ________________________________________________________________ 

15. ________________________________________________________________ 

16. ________________________________________________________________ 

17. ________________________________________________________________ 
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18. ________________________________________________________________ 

19. ________________________________________________________________ 

20. ________________________________________________________________ 

Application(s) 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

After you write out your story facts, indicate the location of the following items in your outline. 

 The climax (Write the word “CLIMAX”) 

 Scripture reading 

 Where you will execute the following: 

o Use your voice to tell the story 

o Interaction 

o Engage the senses 

o Use a prop or a visual 

 

Add-ins: (Mark any that you are going to include, and indicate its location in the outline) 

 Archeology 

 Apologetics 
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 History 

 Geography  

 Science 

 Other: ______________________ 

 

Application  

1. What type(s) of application are you going to include? (Choose 1 or 2) 

 Unsaved (Gospel message) and invitation to receive Christ 

 Emphasis on God 

 Saved Child 

 Current Events/Worldview 

 Personal Testimony 

 

2. Where are you going to include the application(s)? (Indicate that in your outline above.)  

 

3. What are you going to say for your application(s)? You can jot down some notes for your 

application in the space provided in the “Easy to Follow Explanation” outline. 

 
Your application(s) usually includes each of the following:  

 Description of how it relates to the Bible story 

 Explanation of your application to the child’s life 

 Bible verse for Scriptural authority 

 One practical example/application step that you want the child to do or take 

away from the application. 

 

Lively  

Check List  -- Did you…. 

 

Plan 

 Use your voice to tell the story (at least once) 

 Include interactions (at least once) 

 Engage the senses (at least once) 

 Read from the Bible (at least once) 
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Prepare 

 Mark the verses that will be read with tabs. 

 Write out your outline or notes on sticky-notes to put in your Bible. 

 Practice out loud at least 3 times. 

 Use appropriate language in your lesson.  

 Gather all props ahead of time so that you can practice with them. 

 Time yourself. 

 Maintain “eye contact” versus looking at your notes or the ground. 

 Keep your presentation moving (smooth presentation). 

 Maintain an appropriate speaking volume. 

 Review game instructions, game pieces if needed, and at least 4 questions (optional – 

use the space below to jot down notes for the review game) 
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Keepin’ It REAL – Bible Lesson Evaluation 
Student’s Name: _________________Time of Presentation (Goal 15-20 mins): _____________ 

 Introduction 

 

 Bible story facts adequately communicated (Circle one) 

Poor       Fair     Good     Excellent 

 

 

 Application(s) adequately taught (Related to the Bible story, related to the child’s life, Bible verse for 

Scriptural authority, and one practical example/application step.) (Circle one) 

Poor     Fair     Good     Excellent 

 

 

 Used your voice to tell the story (at least once) 

 Included interactions (at least once) 

 Engaged the senses (at least once) 

 Read from the Bible (at least once) 

 Prepared with props, visuals, or had Bible marked. 

 Maintained “eye contact” versus looking at your notes or at the ground. 

 Kept presentation moving (Smooth presentation) 

 Maintained an appropriate speaking volume 

 Review Game (Optional) 

 

Smoothness                 1    2 3 4 5  (1 = poor and 5 = excellent) 

Enthusiasm          1    2 3 4 5 

Interaction with “child”   1    2 3 4 5 

Thoroughness/Clarity      1    2 3 4 5 

Grade from the Evaluator (Circle one):  Redo   Poor       Fair    Good   Excellent 

Comments: Evaluator’s Name:  
____________________________

___ 

(NOTE to Evaluator: Mark the box if the student adequately covers that point. Write down points of improvement or praise in the blank 
space provided.) 
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