The Case of the Empty Tomb – Official Report – Answer Key

	
Theories

	
Evidence Discovered

	
Answer

	
Conclusion

	
Theory #1 —Fainted
	Medical Terms describing 
Jesus’ torture and death

• Hypovolemic Shock = Severe blood loss due to flogging
• Asphyxiation = Exhausted and cannot move to exhale/inhale properly due to the position of being nailed on the cross
• Cardiac Arrest = Sudden loss of heart beat
	
FALSE
	
Jesus DIED

	
Theory #2 —Stolen Body and Lying 
	Three motives for stealing/lying: Power, money, (romantic) relationships.

But the disciples received PERSECUTION, torture, and death for their testimony.
	

FALSE
	
No MOTIVE to
Steal or LIE

	

Theory #3 —Hallucination 

	The disciples and others …
1. Saw Jesus with their EYES.
2. TOUCHED him.
3. ATE with him.
4. WALKED with him.
	

  FALSE
	
DID NOT
Hallucinate

	


Theory #4 —Added Later
	1 Corinthians 15:3-6
“…Christ died for our sins … that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than 500 brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive….”

Written down as part of the New Testament very EARLY (55 AD) and part of an early Christian creed before that. 

	

   FALSE
	
Jesus’ resurrection was stated from the 
BEGINNING


	
Theory #5 —Wrong Tomb
	
At least nine people/groups knew where Jesus’ tomb was. 

These included the ones who buried him [Joseph of Arimathea & Nicodemus], his followers [at least Peter, John, Mary Magdalene, & the other Mary] and his enemies [chief priests, Pharisees, & guard].
	


FALSE
	
Jesus’ friends and enemies 
KNEW where the correct tomb was and that tomb was 
EMPTY


	
Theory #6 —Resurrection

	John 20:31
“But these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”
	
TRUE
	
Jesus is 
ALIVE
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