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How to Use an Online Concordance 
(Answer Key) 

What is faith?  

To find the definition of the word faith we are going to use a Bible study tool called a 

concordance. If you would like to use a book concordance, STRONG’S CONCORDANCE is a 

good reference. The book form of Strong’s Concordance most likely will not be able to include 

everything that we are going to go over in the online version below but it is a good place to start 

if you do not have access to the internet. 

 

Below are instructions on how to use an online concordance. 

 

1. Go to www.blueletterbible.org. 

2. Type in Romans 4:5 in the box underneath the SEARCH THE BIBLE title and select 

your prefered Bible translation by clicking on the down arrow to the right of the word 

KJV. Then click on the green magnifying glass.  

3. Click on the word TOOLS to the left of Rom 4:5. 

4. A box with six colored tabs should pop up and the first one should be blue with the word 

INTERLINEAR as the heading.  

5. Scroll down past the Greek words until you see the English word “faith”. To the right of 

that word, you will see this: G4102. Click on G4012. This is called the Strong's number. 

Every Greek word has a number so the number for the Greek word for faith is 4012. 

6. This page is where you can read the various definitions and usages for the word FAITH 

in Romans 4:5. 

a. At the very top of the page you will see how the Greek word for FAITH is 

spelled in English - PISTIS. 

b. Beneath that you can see how the word is written in Greek. 

c. If you click on the speaker in the Pronunciation box you can hear how the word 

is pronounced. 

d. The box that say KJV Translation Count tells you how the Greek word PISTIS 

is translated into English in the KJV. 

e. The definition of the word is found in the box that says Strong’s Definitions. The 

style of these definitions is much like a definition in a dictionary.  

f. The Outline of Biblical Usage section is explaining what the word means based 

on its various usages in the Bible. If you want to know which one applies to 

Romans 4:5, skip down to the section labeled Thayer's Greek Lexicon and click 

on the words to the right of the title labeled Jump to Scripture Index. Then click 

on 4:5 under the Romans category and it will take you right to the paragraph 

talking about Romans 4:5. Most of the time you have to scroll up to see which 

usage is being referred to. The usage headers are in bold (and they match the 

ones listed in the OUTLINE OF BIBLICAL USAGE section) In this case the 

usage of PISTIS in Romans 4:5 is D. with the predominant idea of trust (or 
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confidence) whether in God or in Christ, springing from faith in the same. And D. 

is also a subset of I. conviction of the truth of anything, belief; in the NT of a 

conviction or belief respecting man's relationship to God and divine things, 

generally with the included idea of trust and holy fervour born of faith and joined 

with it. 

g. The last aspect of this page is that Blue Letter BIble will tell you all the New 

Testament verses that also have the Greek word PISTIS in it. Note that the word 

might be translated in English slightly differently because the Greek word is not 

always translated as FAITH but the Greek word PISTIS is still being used in 

these verses. This is helpful for looking up cross references in the New 

Testament to gain a broader understanding of a passage or word usage.  

 

Record the answers for faith from Romans 4:5 that we have walked through above: 

What is the Greek word for FAITH in Romans 4:5? (PISTIS) 

 

What is the Strong’s number for PISTIS in Romans 4:5? (G4102) 

 

What is the definition for PISTIS? (You may also summarize the definition as appropriate) 

“Persuasion, i.e. credence; moral conviction (of religious truth, or the truthfulness of God or a religious 

teacher), especially reliance upon Christ for salvation; abstractly, constancy in such profession; by 

extension, the system of religious (Gospel) truth itself:—assurance, belief, believe, faith, fidelity.” 

 

Suggested summary: Something that you are convicted or sure of; especially about Christ for salvation. 

 

What is the biblical usage? (You may summarize the usage as appropriate) 

“I. conviction of the truth of anything, belief; in the NT of a conviction or belief respecting man's 

relationship to God and divine things, generally with the included idea of trust and holy fervour born of 

faith and joined with it. 

 

D. belief with the predominate idea of trust (or confidence) whether in God or in Christ, springing from 

faith in the same” 

 

Suggested Summary: Having a conviction about the truth of putting one’s truth in God and Christ for the 

reconciling of one’s relationship with God.  

 

What are two other cross references in the New Testament that also use the word PISTIS? Try 

and pick verses that help you understand Romans 4:5 and not just any verse with PISTIS in it. 

(Answers will vary but could include Matthew 8:10, 9:22, Acts 11:24, or Romans 3:26) 

 

What is something new that you learned about this word, FAITH/PISTIS? (Answers will vary) 

 

How does this search help you understand Romans 4:5 and the other verses in Romans 4 that 

talk about faith? (Answers will vary) 

 

 


